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General Level 2 Senior starting point

abroad

(sayuh-brawd)

adverbaway from your own country

When | go abroad, | want to go to Africa first.
accuse

(sayuh-kyoohz)

verbto blamesomeone for doing something wrong

Don't accuse anyone of the theft until you have all the facts.
adorn

(sayuh-dawn)

verbto increase the beauty of something by decorating it

We used tinsel instead of lights to adorn our Christmas tree.
ahead

(sayuh-hed)

adverbin front or forward

I'll run ahead and let them know we're coming.
alight

(sayuh-luyt)

adjectiveburning

The room looked beautiful with all the candles alight.
alter

(sayawl-tuh)

verbto change something

We need to alter the list asore children are coming to the party now.
amazing

(sayuh-may-zing)

adjectivecausing great surprise

The story of his escape was absolutely amazing.
antidote

(sayan-tee-dohf)

nounsomething to stop the bad effects caused by a disease or a poison

It was lucky that the doctor had the right antidote for the spider bite.
astound

(sayuh-stownd)

verbto overwhelm with amazement

The actors hoped to astound their audiences with their new interpretation of the play.
behalf

(saybuh-hahf)

phrasein someone's interest or in aid of someone

On behalf of all the students, | would like to welcome you here today.
booth

(sayboohdhor boohth)

nouna small, closedh place, usually made just big enough for one person to fit in

We had to purchase tickdts the rides from the ticket booth beforehand.
breach
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(saybreech

nouna failure to keep or observe a rule, etc.

It is a breach of the school rules to leave the playground at lunchtime.
caption

(saykap-shuhr)

nounthe words written underneathp&ture to describe or explain it

The people in the photo are named in the caption.
chatter

(saychat-uh)

verbto talk quickly and continuously about unimportant things

The younger children found it hard not to chatter during the long speech.
copper

(saykop-uh)

nouna fairly soft, reddistbrown metal

Pipes in some old houses are made out of copper.
doctrine

(saydok-truhn)

nounsomething that is believed or taught

Do you believe in the doctrine that high wages cause unemployment?
either

(sayuy-dhuhor eedhuh

adjectiveone or the other of two

We could sit at either table as there was still room on both.
embitter

(sayemtbit-uh)

verbto make bitter or more bitter

Nelson Mandela didn't let his imprisonment embitter him, which isadmyrable.
emerald

(sayem-ruhld)

nouna valuable, bright green jewel

The ring featured a single, brilliant emerald.
encompass

(sayenkum-puhg

verbto include, cover or contain

Tonight's program will encompass singing, dancing and poetry reading.
excitable

(sayek-suy-tuh-buhl)

adjectiveeasily excited

It's hard to keep our dog calm because she is so excitable.
federal

(sayfed-uhrruhl)

adjectiverelating to a union of states under a central government

He is a journalist who writes abotederal politics.
gymnast

(sayjim-nuhs})

nounsomeone specially trained and skilled in gymnastics

She is the first Australian gymnast to win an Olympic medal.
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handsome
(sayhan-suhn)
adjectivegoodlooking
Which actor do you think is the mdstndsome?
industry
(sayin-duh-streg
nouna largescale business activity
Telecommunications used to be the fastest growing industry in Australia.
jargon
(sayjah-guhn
nounthe words and phrases used only by people in a particular job or group
| don't understand half of what the IT department-sdlyey use so much computer
jargon.
lawyer
(sayloy-yuh)
nounsomeone whose work is to give advice about the law and to argue for people in
law courts
Their lawyer advised them to stop speaking tarleeia.
mattress
(saymat-ruhg
nouna case filled with soft material, often reinforced with springs, used as a bed
| need a bigger bed and mattress now that I'm a teenager.
mission
(saymish-uhn)
nouna group of people of a particular religious faitho travel to spread word of
their beliefs
The mission spent six years in the Amazon teaching the indigenous people about their
religion.
monstrous
(saymon-struhg
adjectiveextremely large
| was going to go surfing until | saw how monstrous the wasxgs.
mutiny
(saymyooh-tuh-neg
nounrebellion against authority, especially of sailors or soldiers against their officers
We watched a film about the mutiny on the Bounty.
nervous
(sayner-vuhg
adjectiveworried or frightened, especially ab@gmething that is going to happen
He was very nervous about the speech he had to give.
nomadic
(saynoh-mad-ik)
adjectivemoving from one area to another, hunting and gathering food, rather than
settling in one patrticular place
Aboriginal peopldraditionally led a nomadic lifestyle.
pasture
(saypahs-chubh
nounland suitable for cattle or sheep to graze on
The land near the river is good pasture for the cattle.
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peevish
(saypee\ish)
adjectivecross or easily annoyed
Because | was tired,was feeling peevish.
picket
(saypik-uht)
nouna pointed, wooden fence post
We need one more picket to finish the new fenaethe moment there's a gap!
pristine
(saypris-teen
adjectiveso clean as to appear new
The house was pristine when | lgftout when | came home two days later it was in a
mess again.
prompt
(saypromp)
verbto supply cues to actors from offstage
There is always someone in the wings whose job it is to prompt any actor who forgets
their lines.
proudly
(sayprowd-leg
adverbshowing that you feel pleased or satisfied about something
She walked proudly out onto the stage to accept her award.

pyre
(saypuy-uh)
nouna pile of wood used for burning dead bodies in some countries
In some parts of the world burning deladdies on a pyre is an important ritual.
guota
(saykwoh-tuh)
nounthe part or share of something which is due to someone
You've eaten your quota of biscuits, so leave the rest for the others.
receive
(sayruh-seey
verbto get or be given something
Weare hoping to receive our new badges today.
rousing
(sayrow-zing)
adjectiveenergetic and stirring
The cricket team was given a rousing cheer from the crowd.
siesta
(sayseeesstuh)
nouna midday or afternoon rest
After that big lunch, everyomeeeds a siesta.
skyscraper
(sayskuy-skraypuh)
nouna tall building of many storeys, especially one for office or commercial use
The skyscraper is so tall that you can't see the top of it when it's cloudy.

¢KS b{2 tNBYASNISaniof WallliistfisXoy ybur pefsénal use only. No part of this wordlist covered by copyright
‘7 may be reproduced, copied, shared or made available on the internet, via email,rdraaetj or by any other means without
‘ written permission of the publisher.

Copyright © Macquarie Dictionary Publishers 2018 | www.macquariedictionary.com.au



http://www.macquariedictionary.com.au/

2018 Premier’s Spelling Bee Page 5 of 156
Senior annotated wordlist Complete list

source
(saysawce
nounthe place or thinfrom which something comes
Those countries are the main source of the world's oil.
spigot
(sayspig-uht)
nouna small peg or plug for closing the outlet of a cask, or something similar
If you don't put the spigot in tightly the cask will leak.
starboard
(saystah-buhd
adjectiverelating to the right side
We spotted the dolphins off the starboard side of the ship.
strength
(saystrength
nounthe quality of being strong
He did a lot of exercises to increase the strength of his muscles.
suburb
(saysub-erb)
nounan area of a city with its own shopping centre, school and other facilities
| was lucky that my best friend lived in the neighbouring suburb.
sultan
(saysul-tuhn)
nouna ruler in some Islamic countries
Saladin was the first sultan &igypt and Syria.
tabloid
(saytab-loyd)

nouna newspaper with many pictures and short articles and with pages that are about

half the size of an ordinary newspaper

The tabloid was full of the latest scandal surrounding the rock star.
taunt

(saytawnd

verbto tease someone and say things that will make them upset and angry

Her brothers continued to taunt her until their mother told them off.
tendril

(sayten-druhl)

nouna twisted, threadlke part, as of a climbing plant

A tendril from the vine watsvisting around the pillar.
terminate

(sayter-muh-nayf

verbto bring something to an end

They had to terminate the show because it was losing money.
tether

(saytedh-uh)

verbto fasten or hold with a rope or chain

They had to tether the goats a longy from the vegetable garden.
thousand

(saythow-zuhnd

adjectiveamounting to one more than 999 in number

There were more than a thousand people at the game.
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tiara
(sayteeah-ruh)
nouna piece of jewellery that looks like a tiny crown
She wore aliamond tiara in her hair.
tomorrow
(saytuh-mo-roh)
adverbon the day after this day
Get to bed early, because we're leaving at dawn tomorrow.
tonight
(saytuh-nuyt)
adverbon the night of this present day
We're leaving for our holidays tonight.
torso
(saytaw-soh
nounthe trunk of the human body
The dancer held her torso quite still while her feet moved to the music.
trample
(saytram-puhl)
verbto damage something by stepping heavily on it
Be careful not to trample his flowerbed or you waiver hear the end of it!
trance
(saytransor trahng
nounthe condition of being completely lost in thought
| must have been in a trance when the teacher gave us the homework.
treasure
(saytrezh-uh)
nounsomething worth a lot of money, such as gatd jewels, or anything which is
highly valued
The pirates buried the treasure under a coconut palm.
trousers
(saytrow-zuh2
plural nouna piece of clothing for the lower half of your body, divided into two parts
for the legs
He hated wearing trousete work in the summer because he got too hot.
twelve
(saytwelv)
adjectiveamounting to twelve in number
Dad dropped the carton of eggs and all twelve eggs broke.
unlikely
(sayun-luyk-leg
adjectiveprobably not true
It seemed unlikely that they couddve brokeSpeLLingn.
vampire
(sayvam-puy-uh)
nounan imaginary, supernatural being, believed to be a dead person come back to
life, who sucks blood from living people during the night
| don't believe there is such a thing as a vampire, but Ivetilildn't want to see one!
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vanity
(sayvan-uh-tee
nounextreme pride in yourself
Her vanity would not allow her to admit that she was wrong.
village
(sayvil-ij)
nouna small town in a country area
We stayed in a little seaside village in France.
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The Arts Level 2

award
(sayuh-wawd)
nounsomething won for skill or excellence
William won the award for the best performance.
essay
(sayessay)
nouna short piece of writing about a particular subject
We had to write a oapage essay about otavourite animal.
fashion
(sayfash-uhn)
nouna style of dressing
She always wears the latest fashion.
fluent
(sayflooh-uhn
adjectiveflowing smoothly and easily
She speaks fluent French after living in Paris for a year.
grammar
(saygram-uh)
nounthe parts of a language, such as sounds and words, and the way they are
combined into phrases and sentences
It's good to know about grammar when you study a foreign language.
interval
(sayin-tuh-vuhl)
nounin music, the difference in pitch between tnates
The interval of an octave is eight notes.
novelist
(saynov-uh-luhsi
nouna writer of fictional books
An acclaimed novelist is coming to our school to give us tips on writing.
opera
(sayop-ruh)
nouna play that is sung to music
Luckily I knowthe story of this opera because it is sung in Italian and | can only
speak English.
pastel
(saypasstuhl)
nouna soft pale colour
The walls are painted in a pretty pastel.
pitch
(saypich)
nounthe quality of a musical note thought of in terms ohigghness or lowness
The part was too high for the pitch of her voice.
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poetic
(saypoh-et-ik)
adjectivehaving the quality of poetry
| like the book for its poetic descriptions of nature.
puppet
(saypup-uht)
nouna doll or figure of some kind whids moved by wires or your hand, usually on
a small stage
If you didn't look too closely you wouldn't even know that the puppet had strings that
moved it.
review
(sayruh-vyooh)
nounan article which describes and gives an opinion of something, sudboak ar
film
The review was so good that we're going to see the film.
script
(sayskript)
nounthe words written down for the actors to say in a play or film
| practised my part for the play by reading the script in the bath.
semitone
(saysemeetohn)
nounthe smallest interval in the chromatic scale of Western music
The chromatic scale goes up or down by a semitone at a time.
theme
(saytheen)
nounthe main subject of a book, speech or piece of music
The theme of his speech was the protectigheohatural environment.
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Food and nutrition Level 2

blanch
(sayblanch
verbto put in boiling water for a short time, and then in cold
We decided to blanch the tomatoes so that it would be easier to remove the skins.
brie
(saybreg
nouna kind ofsalted, white, soft cheese
Brie is a cheese best eaten at room temperature.
carob
(sayka-ruhb)
nouna substitute for chocolate which comes from the seed pods of a Mediterranean
tree
The brownies tasted so good that you couldn't tell they were madedrominstead
of chocolate.
chia
(saycheeuh)
nouna plant of the mint family, the seeds of which are soaked in water and added to
food and drinks
| left the chia to soak overnight before adding it to my breakfast smoothie.
cocktail
(saykok-tayl)
nounan alcoholic drink made of a spirit mixed with wine, fruit juice, and so on, often
chilled and sweetened
She was given a list of cocktail recipes to learn when she started working at the bar.
freeze
(sayfree?
verbto keep fresh by putting infeeezer
If we don't eat the steaks in the next couple of days, we'll have to freeze them.

galley

(saygal-ee

nouna kitchen on a ship or plane

The ship's cook prepared meals for the whole crew in a tiny galley.
ghee

(saygee (as in geese)

nounclarified butter, used especially in Indian cookery

Most of the Indian recipes | cook have ghee as an ingredient.
granule

(saygran-yoohl)

nouna little grain or particle

The chickens ate all of the feed aside from one granule.
lentil

(saylen-tuhl)

nouna small, flattened seed used as food, similar to a bean

For a week she ate only thick lentil soup.
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pare
(saypair)
verbto peel or cut off the outer layer of something
You'll need to pare the apples before cooking therou don't want any skieft on
them.
pizza
(saypeetsuh
nouna thin dough base covered with tomato, olives, grated cheese or similar savoury
foods and baked in an oven
| picked all the olives off my pizza because | don't like them.
spinach
(sayspin-ich)
nouna plant withlarge green leaves which are eaten as a vegetable
| don't like spinach very much but | do like other green vegetables.
tangy
(saytang-ee
adjectivehaving a sharp flavour or smell
The lemon cake had a nice tangy flavour.
trout
(saytrowt)
nounafreshwater fish related to the salmon
They fished for trout in the cool mountain stream.
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Geography Level 2

Africa
(sayaf-rik-uh)
nounthe second largest continent, south of Europe and between the Atlantic and
Indian Oceans
| plan on travelling fronthe top to the bottom of Africa when | go overseas.
alpine
(sayal-puyn)
adjectivehaving to do with high, mountainous country
Alpine wildflowers are very delicate.
atlas
(sayat-luhs)
nouna book of maps
We looked in the atlas and saw that the Pa@fean was larger than the other
oceans.
butte
(saybyooh)
nouna single hill or mountain rising suddenly above the surrounding land
A butte occurs because of the more rapid erosion of the surrounding areas.
canyon
(saykan-yuhn)
nouna deep valleyvith steep sides
Everything at the bottom of the canyon looks very small.
Hanoi
(sayhanoy)
nounthe capital of Vietnam, in the northern part
Hanoi is situated on the banks of the Red River.
Kabul
(saykuh-bool or kah-bool)
nounthe capital oAfghanistan, in the nortkastern part
The movie The Kite Runner' was set in Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan.
Kuwait
(saykoohwayt)
nouna monarchy (emirate) in souttestern Asia, on the noriestern coast of the
Persian Gulf
Kuwait is one of theil-producing states on the Persian Gulf.
Mekong
(saymeekong)
nouna river flowing from western China sou#fast along most of the boundary
between Thailand and Laos to the South China Sea
The Mekong is a major trading route through China, Thailand lzanaks.
Moscow
(saymosskoh)
nounthe capital of Russia
The Kremlin is right in the centre of Moscow.
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nature
(saynay-chuh
nounthe world around us, made up of earth, sky and sea, along with animals and
plants, especially when untouched by hurbaimgs
My dad said we should go outside to experience nature instead of watching programs
about it on television.
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Plants and animals Level 2

bamboo
(saybamtbooh)
nouna woody plant whose stem is sometimes used for making furniture
We have a chair oaur balcony made from bamboo.
ermine
(sayer-muhn
nouna type of weasel which turns white in winter
In summer, when its fur turns brown, the ermine is called a stoat.
gander
(saygan-duh)
nouna male goose
I'm scared of the gander at the farm becaitibésses at me.
hummingbird
(sayhum-ing-berd
nouna very small American bird with a slender bill, colourful feathers, and narrow
wings whose rapid movement produces a hum
Unlike most other birds, the hummingbird can hover in midair.
leech
(sayleech
nouna small worm that sucks the blood of humans or animals
We made the leech let go by putting salt on it.
mammal
(saymam-uhl)
nounan animal whose young feeds on its mother's milk
A whale is a mammal which lives in the sea.
mopoke
(saymoh-pohkK)
nouna kind of owl found in Australia and New Zealand
| didn't realise that mopoke was another name for the tawny frogmouth!
mulch
(saymulch)
nounplant material such as grass clippings and leaves, spread on gardens to protect
and feed the plants
Jimspread mulch around his new seedlings.
mulga
(saymul-guh)
nouna type of wattle tree found in inland Australia
The mulga is a tree that can live in very dry conditions.
possum
(saypossuhm)
nounan Australian marsupial that lives in trees, has ataihdor climbing and is
active at night
There was a possum in the tree outside my bedroom window last night.
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saltbush
(saysohlt-boosh
nouna plant which can grow in very dry parts of Australia and which horses and
cattle eat
The brumbies grazed @altbush where nothing else grew.
talon
(saytal-uhn)
nouna claw, especially of a bird of prey
The vet carefully examined the eagle's injured talon.
thicket
(saythik -uht)
nouna dense growth of shrubs or small trees
The rabbit fled into the thickébdr cover.
wildlife
(saywuyld-luyf)
nounanimals, birds and insects living in their natural surroundings
You must always be careful not to endanger wildlife.
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Science and Technology Level 2

balance
(saybal-uhng
verbto be equal to something elgspecially in weight
If these two apples weigh the same, the scales will balance.
battery
(saybat-uh-ree
nouna container which stores electricity
| couldn't find the right battery for the torch.
binary
(saybuy-nuhree
adjectiveconsisting of, oinvolving two numbers, usually 0 and 1
A simple binary system is at the basis of how most modern computers work.
concave
(saykon-kayv or kon-kayv)
adjectivehollow and curved like the inside of a circle
The concave mirrors in the sideshow made us $bakt and fat.
database
(sayday-tuh-baysor dah-tuh-bay9
nouninformation stored in a computer, organised to make it easy to find a particular
part
Don't worry if you can't find last month's repertl can always retrieve the
information from thelatabase.
degree
(sayduh-greg
nouna unit of measurement of temperature
With the temperature just one degree above zero, it was too cold to go out!
distance
(saydis-tuhng
nounthe length of a space
She trained for the crogsountry event by running distance of five kilometres every
day.
engine
(sayen-juhn)
nouna machine that changes energy from something like petrol or steam into
movement
Our car's engine stopped because we had run out of petrol.
gradient
(saygray-deeuhni
nounthe amounbf slope or steepness in a road, railway or path
The gradient of the hill made it too steep for me to climb.
gravity
(saygrav-uh-teg
nounthe strong force that pulls things or that makes them fall towards the earth
If it wasn't for gravity, we wouldll be floating around.
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intersect
(sayin-tuh-sekt)
verbto cut or divide by passing through or across
| used a ruler to draw a line to intersect the circle.
malware
(saymal-wair)
nounsoftware created with a destructive intent, such as a virugyron
You should always be careful what sites you visit on the internet as some of them
contain malware which can put a virus into your computer.
photon
(sayfoh-ton)
nounan amount of light energy, which is proportional to the frequency of the
radiation
A photon is the basic unit which makes up all light.
theory
(saythear-ree
nouna suggested explanation with little or no basis in fact
They had to undertake a lot a research before their theory could be proved.
volume
(sayvol-yoohm)
nounthe sizemeasure, or amount of anything in three dimensions
We had to calculate the volume of the parcel before we could send it.
width
(saywidth)
nounextent from side to side
The river reaches its greatest width right heréd takes a strong swimmer teach
the other side.
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General Level 3

abdomen

(sayab-duhrmuhnor ab-dohrmuhn

nounthe main part of the body that contains the stomach and other organs

She saw the doctor about the pain in her abdomen.
abrasive

(sayuh-bray-siv or uh-bray-ziv)

adjectivegood for scraping something away

Mum used a really abrasive sandpaper to get off the old paint.
absence

(sayab-suhng

nouna state or period of being away

I'll do your work during your absence.
absorb

(sayuhb-sawbor uhb-zawb)

verbto soakor drink up something

This towel will absorb the spilt water.
according

(sayuh-kawd-ing)

adverbas said by someone

According to my grandfather, | look like my father did when he was young.
adamant

(sayad-uh-muhn)

adjectivestaying firm in what youlecide

Mum was adamant that the bathroom wall should remain bright yellow.
admiral

(sayad-muhruhl)

nouna person of the highest rank in the navy

He loved the sea and dreamed that one day he might be an admiral in the navy.
adornment

(sayuh-dawn-muhn)

nounsomething used to make something more attractive

He used a colourful bowl of fruit as an adornment for the table.
adversity

(sayuhd-ver-suhteg

nounhardship or misfortune

The drought is a time of great adversity for farmers.
agile

(sayaj-uyl)

adjectivequick, lively and active

The circus performer was an agile acrobat.
agrarian

(sayuh-grair -reeuhn)

adjectivehaving to do with the land or farming

An agrarian economy is one that is based on farming.
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alibi

(sayal-uh-buy)

nouna defencdy someone that they were somewhere else when a crime was

committed

Geoffrey was no longer considered a suspect because he had an alibi.
allocate

(sayal-uh-kayt)

verbto set aside for a particular purpose

| decided to allocate a lot of my Christmasney to buying presents for my friends.
allotment

(sayuh-lot-muhn?

nouna portion or share

We had to make our allotment of food last for the whole week of the camping trip.
almighty

(sayawl-muy-tee

adjectivevery powerful

An almighty storm hit theity and we were without power for two days.
alternate

(sayawl-tuh-naytor ol-tuh-nayl)

verbto change about by turns

My brother and | alternate doing the washing up.
altitude

(sayal-tuh-tyoohd

nounheight above sea level

The top of the mountain & such a high altitude that it is above the clouds.
ampersand

(sayam-puhrsand

nouna symbol which is used to mean "af&)

An ampersand is a symbol used instead of writing the word 'and'.
ancestor

(sayan-sesstuh)

nounsomeone related to you wheed long ago

His ancestor came to Australia with the First Fleet.
anoint

(sayuh-noynt)

verbto put ointment or oil on someone

In ancient Egypt they used to anoint the dead with special oils.
apathy

(sayap-uh-theg

nounno feeling for, or interesh things other people find interesting or exciting

James's apathy in class was worrying his teacher, because he was usually so

interested and engaged.
aphid

(sayay-fuhd)

nouna small insect which sucks the juice from certain plants

Dad says if | sean aphid on his roses | should squash it!
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aplomb
(sayuh-plom)
nounthe ability to handle difficult or unusual situations
Our school captain introduced the guest speaker with aplomb.
appease
(sayuh-pee?
verbto make someone peaceful, quiet or happy
It took a great deal of effort to appease the angry crowd.
aquatic
(sayuh-kwot-ik)
adjectiveliving or growing in water
The aquatic plants growing in the pond have beautiful flowers.
arcane
(sayah-kayn)
adjectivemysterious or understood by onlyeav
Even though the book was in English the
of it.
arduous
(sayah-jooh-uhg
adjectiveneeding a lot of hard work
Alice complained about the arduous walk home up the hill.
arrogant
(saya-ruh-guhny
adjectiveacting in a proud, rude and unfriendly way because you think you are more
important than others
His arrogant behaviour turned everyone against him.
arsenic
(sayah-suhnik)
nouna greyishwhite element which can form poisonous compounds
Arsenic wa®ften used as a poison in old murder mysteries.
assortment
(sayuh-sawt-muhnj
nouna collection of things of various kinds
She had an assortment of odd socks.
assurance
(sayuh-shawruhnsor uh-shoouhruhng
nouna promise or guarantee
The coaclwanted an assurance that we would turn up for every training session.
asylum
(sayuh-suy-luhm)
nounprotection or safety, given by the government of a country to people who have
left their own country because of war or persecution
The Afghan refugeespplied for asylum in New Zealand.
atrium
(sayat-reeunmor ayt-reeuhm)
nounan open area which is central to the design of a building, especially one designed
for public use
The party was held in the atrium of the hotel.
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attendant
(sayuh-ten-duhn
nounsomeone who helps or looks after someone else
The museum attendant showed us where the dinosaur bones were.
autograph
(sayaw-tuh-graf or aw-tuh-graht)
nounsomeone's own writing, especially their signature
| was thrilled to get Justin Bieber&itograph.
aversion
(sayuh-verzh-uhn)
nouna strong dislike
Chloe has an aversion to pink clothes.
bachelor
(saybach-uh-luh)
nouna man who is not married
The hero of the novel was a bachelor who had many admirers.
backgammon
(saybak-gamuhnor bak-gamuhn)
nouna board game in which two people take turns to move pieces after throwing dice
If you want to play backgammon, you will need someone to play with.
baggage
(saybagij)
nounthe suitcases and other things which a traveller carries
| managed to drag my baggage to the train.
banksia
(saybangk-seeuh)
nounan Australian shrub or tree with hard jagged leaves and spikes of flowers
The banksia outside my window attracts beautiful parrots.
barricade
(sayba-ruh-kaydor ba-ruh-kayd)
nouna barrier or wall, especially one built in a hurry
The police erected a barricade to divert the traffic.
basset
(saybas-uht)
nouna longbodied dog with short legs and long ears
My basset loves to run in the dog park but he can't go very fast bddauegs are
so short!
benign
(saybuh-nuyn)
adjectivekind and gentle
Her benign smile put the nervous children at ease.
bequeath
(saybuh-kweedh or buh-kweeth)
verbto hand down or pass on to someone
My grandmother is planning to bequeath moneghtarity.
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biome
(saybuy-ohm)
nounan ecological community of plants and animals spread over a large area, such as
a coral reef or tropical rainforest
In the arctic tundra biome there are animals like wolves and caribou, but very few
trees.
bizarre
(saybuh-zah)
adjectivevery strange or unusual
Wearing a swimming cap to bed seems like a very bizarre thing to do!
bolster
(saybohl-stuh
verbto make someone feel stronger or more confident
She tried to bolster his setbnfidence with encouragingords.
bookkeeping
(saybook-keeping)
nounthe job of keeping records of all the money earned and spent in a business
The new computer program helps a lot with the bookkeeping for my mother's
company.
bough
(saybow (rhymes with cow)
nounone of thdarger main branches of a tree
We made a swing in the garden by hanging a rope from the strongest bough of a big
tree.
breathtaking
(saybreth-tayk-ing)
adjectivecausing excitement or pleasure
The view from the top of the mountain was absolledgthtaking.
bypass
(saybuy-pah3y
nouna road built to take traffic around the edge rather than through a town or a busy
traffic area
We had to use the bypass because there was an accident on the freeway.
capacity
(saykuh-pasuh-tee
nounthe quantity or amount which can be held or contained
The fuel tank has a capacity of fifty litres.
cavalry
(saykav-uhl-ree
nouna group of soldiers within an army which used to ride horses
The cavalry was an important part of an army because they cooNg with great
speed.
celebrant
(saysetuh-bruhn)
nouna special person who leads a ceremony, such as a wedding
They were married in their garden by a celebrant.
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cellular
(saysetlyuhrluh)
adjectiverelating to the tiny, basic part of all livingatter
Using a microscope, we could see the cellular structure of the leaf.
cesspool
(saysespooh)
nounan underground pit or container for holding the drainage or sewage from a house
The cesspool under the garden made up part of the old heepdis system.
chariot
(saychareeuht)
nouna twowheeled carriage used in ancient times
The actor had to learn to control a chariot for his role in the film about ancient Rome.
chickenpox
(saychik-uhn-pokg
nouna sickness that makes you feel And gives you red spots that you want to
scratch
These days, you can be vaccinated against chickenpox.
chord
(saykawd)
nounthree or more musical notes played together
When Jess first got her guitar, she could only play one chord, and now she's in a
band.
colic
(saykol-ik)
nouna sharp pain in the stomach
The baby cried a lot because he was suffering from colic.
colleague
(saykol-eeg
nounsomeone you work with
She had a meeting with a colleague to discuss the new plans.
collection
(saykuh-lek-shuhn)
nounsomething which is gathered or acquired
My brother has a collection of all the books by Dr Seuss.
collision
(saykuhtlizh-uhn)
nouna crashing together of two things
The collision on the highway caused traffic chaos.
commandment
(saykuh-mand-muhntor kuh-mahnd-muhn)
nouna holy command, such as one of the Ten Commandments given by God to
Moses in the Bible
This week in religious studies we are looking at the commandment “You shall not
steal'.
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commentary
(saykom-uhntreeor kom-uhnterry)
nouna description of a public event, such as a sporting match, broadcast or televised
as it happens
The commentary accompanying the swimming finals made it even more exciting to
watch.
communism
(saykom-yuh-niz-uhm)
nouna way of living inwhich all property is owned equally by all the people in a
society
China and Cuba are examples of countries with communism as a system of
government.
competitive
(saykuhm-pet-uh-tiv)
adjectivevery eager to do better than other people
| don't likeplaying chess with my brotherhe's so competitive and has to win every
time.
compulsion
(saykuhm-pul-shuhr)
nouna strong feeling that you have to do something, even though it may not make
any sense
He had a sudden compulsion to break into song.
concentration
(saykon-suhntray -shuhr)
nounthe act of focusing one's attention
Algebra problems always require a great deal of concentration.
confession
(saykuhn-fesh-uhn)
nounan admission
We were not surprised by her confession of guilt.
conversation
(saykonvuh-say-shuhn)
nountalk among people
My little sister got upset when my friends and | didn't include her in our conversation.
corrosion
(saykuh-roh-zhuhp
nounthe act, process, or product of wearing away
The mechanic advised Wweep our car in the garage to help protect against
corrosion.
debris
(saydeb-reeor duhbree)
nounthe remains of anything broken down or destroyed
After the storm there was a lot of debris on the grass.
deformity
(sayduh-fawm-uh-teg
nounthe stateof being out of shape or spoiled in appearance
The beautiful pattern in this piece of wood was caused by a deformity in the tree
trunk.
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defraud
(sayduhfrawd)
verbto cheat someone, especially out of their money
He was fined for attempting to defratigk taxation department.
deity
(sayday-uh-teeor deeuh-teg
nouna god or goddess
The tribe worshipped the moon as a deity.
delusion
(sayduhlooh-zhuhn
nouna false belief
Her latest delusion was that she was a famous singer.
democrat
(saydemruh-krat)
nounsomeone who believes in democracy
The principal was a democrat, so everyone in the school voted on important
decisions.
destitute
(saydestuh-tyooh)
adjectivewithout money or the means of getting any
The theft of his wallet angkelongings left the traveller destitute.
diffident
(saydif-uh-duhn)
adjectivenot confident or sure of yourself
At first she felt diffident about singing in public but then her confidence grew.
directory
(sayduhrek-tuh-reeor duh-rek-tree
nounalist of names and addresses, or other types of information
The retailer's website has a directory of all their stores.
discreet
(sayduh-skreet)
adjectiveable to keep secrets
You can tell her anything because she is very discreet.
discrete
(sayduh-skreet)
adjectiveseparate from other things
Let's look at this poem as a discrete piece of work rather than as part of the series.
disparage
(saydis-pa-rij)
verbto speak about something, or treat it as if it has little value
It is rude to disparagéhe achievements of others.
disquiet
(saydis-kwuy-uht)
nounan uneasiness or anxiety
| had a feeling of disquiet when all the lights in the house went out.
dungarees
(saydungguhree?)
plural nounwork clothing, usually overalls, made from a straotton cloth
| think I'm going to grow out of my dungarees before they wear out!

¢KS b{2 tNBYASNISaniof WallliistfisXoy ybur pefsénal use only. No part of this wordlist covered by copyright
‘7 may be reproduced, copied, shared or made available on the internet, via email,rdraaetj or by any other means without
‘ written permission of the publisher.

Copyright © Macquarie Dictionary Publishers 2018 | www.macquariedictionary.com.au



http://www.macquariedictionary.com.au/

2018 Premier’s Spelling Bee Page 26 of 156
Senior annotated wordlist Complete list

enzyme
(sayen-zuym)
nouna protein in the body which produces a chemical change
Each enzyme aids the digestion of food in the stomach.
eolith
(sayeeuhlith)
nounasimple flint tool characteristic of the earliest stage of human culture
We found a stone down by the river which looked like an eolith cavemen would have
used.
equality
(sayuh-kwol-uh-te@
nounthe state of being equal and corresponding in qualgree, ability, and so on
My mother says that in the interests of equality, everyone in the family should take
turns in taking out the garbage bin.
ersatz
(sayer-satsor er-saht3
adjectiveacting as a substitute
He whipped up an ersatz meat dish véggplant and oatmeal.
essential
(sayuh-senshuh)
adjectivecompletely necessary
If you want to pass your exam, it is essential that you study.
ethnography
(sayeth-nog-ruh-fee)
nounthe study of people in their natural surroundings to devilepries about
behaviour and culture
His research was a valuable contribution to Chinese ethnography.
executor
(sayuhgzek-yuh-tuh)
nounin law, the person named in a will to carry out its requests
Raj was named as the executor of his brother's will.
expedition
(sayekspuhdish-uhn)
nouna journey you make for a special reason
We went on an expedition to see if we could find some gold in the old mine.
fedora
(sayfuh-daw-ruh)
nouna soft felt hat with an indented crown
My uncle always wears hisdora at a jaunty angle.
feint
(sayfaynt)
nouna movement made in order to deceive an opponent
Learning how to execute a feint is an important tactic in fencing and boxing.
felucca
(sayfel-uk-uh)
nouna long, narrow type of boat propelled by oarsaits
During our trip to Egypt, we sailed down the Nile in a felucca.

¢KS b{2 tNBYASNISaniof WallliistfisXoy ybur pefsénal use only. No part of this wordlist covered by copyright
‘7 may be reproduced, copied, shared or made available on the internet, via email,rdraaetj or by any other means without
‘ written permission of the publisher.

Copyright © Macquarie Dictionary Publishers 2018 | www.macquariedictionary.com.au



http://www.macquariedictionary.com.au/

2018 Premier’s Spelling Bee Page 27 of 156
Senior annotated wordlist Complete list

frailty
(sayfray-uhl-teg
nounweakness
He was shocked by her frailty after the illness.
glazier
(sayglay-zeeuh)
nounsomeone who fits glass into windows
Dad called in aglazier to fix the window that the ball had smashed.
gracious
(saygray-shuhg
adjectiveshowing kindness and good manners
They were gracious enough to invite him in, despite his shabby appearance.
grimace
(saygrim-uhsor grun-mays)
verbto contortyour face so that it shows you are upset, afraid or in pain
She tried not to grimace when the doctor approached her with a needle.
gruelling
(saygrooh-uh-ling)
adjectivevery tiring
Cycling up the steep mountain was a gruelling part of the race.
haulage
(sayhawl-ij)
nountransport, especially heavy road transport
The truck company specialised in heavy freight haulage.
heptathlon
(sayheptath-luhn)
nounan athletic contest comprising seven different events, and won by the contestant
having thegreatest total score.
You have to train for multiple events to go in the heptathlon.
hoary
(sayhaw-reg
adjectivegrey or white, especially with age
You can tell by the wolf's hoary coat that he's very old.
hostility
(sayhostil -uh-tee
noununfriendliness or antagonism
The bears showed hostility towards the zookeepers so their enclosures could only be
entered when they were asleep.
hygiene
(sayhuy-jeen
nounthe cleanliness needed to stay healthy
Good hygiene, such as washing your haaas brushing your teeth, helps you to stay
healthy.
idiom
(sayid-eeuhm)
an expression which usually has a meaning that is different to the literal meaning of
the words
“It's raining cats and dogs' is an example of an English idiom.

¢KS b{2 tNBYASNISaniof WallliistfisXoy ybur pefsénal use only. No part of this wordlist covered by copyright
‘7 may be reproduced, copied, shared or made available on the internet, via email,rdraaetj or by any other means without
‘ written permission of the publisher.

Copyright © Macquarie Dictionary Publishers 2018 | www.macquariedictionary.com.au



http://www.macquariedictionary.com.au/

2018 Premier’s Spelling Bee Page 28 of 156
Senior annotated wordlist Complete list

ignorant

(sayig-nuhrruhnj

adjectiveuneducated or knowing very little about a particular subject

Growing up in the outback, he was ignorant of life in the city.
impartial

(sayim-pah-shuh)

adjectivenot taking one side or the other

The principal was an impartigudge.
incantation

(sayin-kantay-shuhr)

nounthe chanting or uttering of words which are thought to have magical power

In the film, the holy man chanted an incantation to ward off evil spirits.
infamous

(sayin-fuh-muhg

adjectivehaving a very badame or reputation

She was not looking forward to sampling the infamous canteen food.
innumerable

(sayi-nyooh-muh-ruh-buhl)

adjectivetoo many to be counted

There were innumerable reasons why she didn't want to see the movie.
interpretation

(sayin-ter-pruhtay-shun

nouna particular explanation

He claimed that the media's interpretation of his statement was biased.
intrinsic

(sayin-trin -zik)

adjectivebeing a basic and important part of something

The beach is an intrinsic part of summeSydney.
kimono

(saykim-uh-nohor kuh-moh-noh)

nouna widesleeved Japanese robe which is tied at the waist

My friend brought me back a red silk kimono from Tokyo.
language

(saylang-gwij)

nounthe arrangement of words and sounds used to commubiateen people of a

particular country

Because she was born near the border of France and Germany, she speaks more than

one language.
legible

(saylej-uh-buhl)

adjectiveable to be read or deciphered

Luckily, although the envelope was soakedatidress was still legible.
literal

(saylit-uh-ruhl)

adjectivetrue to fact and not exaggerated

When you say that something frightened you so much that you jumped out of your

skin, you do not mean it in a literal way.
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lottery

(saylot-uh-ree

nounakind of raffle in which the prize is usually money

Most people have ideas about what they would do if they won the lottery.
manicure

(sayman-uh-kyooh-uh)

nouncare and treatment of the hands and fingernails

| have a manicure once a month to keemianys looking nice.
mannerism

(sayman-uhrriz-uhm)

nouna habit of doing something which is slightly unusual

He has a funny little mannerisnine pulls his ear every time he starts to speak.
mawkish

(saymawk-ish)

adjectivecharacterised by feelingxpressed in a foolish, ovemotional way

The film was too mawkish and sentimental for my liking.
merchandise

(saymer-chuhndice)

noungoods for sale

Department stores carry a large variety of merchandise.
mettle

(saymet-uhl)

nounthe quality ofsomeone's character, especially when spirited or brave

This job will give you a chance to prove your mettle.
minimum

(saymin-uh-muhm)

nounthe smallest number or amount possible

You need a minimum of ten test tubes to complete this experiment.
mistrial

(saymis-truy-uhl)

nouna legal trial which has some fundamental error in the proceedings

The judge declared there had been a mistrial in the case so the jury was excused.
monitor

(saymon-uhttuh)

nounthe part of a computer which contains the screen

Your eyes will get tired if you stare at the monitor for too long.
monosyllable

(saymon-uhsil-uh-buhl)

nouna word of one syllable

The word 'yes' is a monosyllable.
monstrosity

(saymonstros-uh-teg

nounsomething which is extremely ugly or unsightly

The new town hall was supposed to be an elegant design but everyone thought it was

a monstrosity.
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morality
(saymuh-ral-uh-tee
nouna set of standards for behaviour based on what is considered right and wrong,
honest and dishonest
| don't understandhe morality of the new health policy which ignores those most in
need.
morsel
(saymaw-suhl)
nouna very small piece or amount, especially of food
He offered the mouse a morsel of cheese.
mortarboard
(saymaw-tuh-bawd
nouna squareshaped capometimes worn by teachers and university students
The only time I've worn a mortarboard was at my university graduation.
mosque
(saymosk
nouna place of worship for Muslims
We had to take off our shoes when we went into the mosque.
multimedia
(saymul-teemeedeeuh)
adjectiverelating to several different kinds of media, such as television, radio and
newspapers
The company launched a multimedia advertising campaign in order to reach a wide
audience.
multitude
(saymul-tuh-tyoohd
nouna largenumber of things or people
We received a multitude of complaints.
murmur
(saymer-muh)
nouna soft sound or conversation
A low murmur started as soon as he entered the room.
mutual
(saymyooh-choohuhl)
adjectiveshared or common
They have a mutuatterest in native bees.
naive
(saynuy-eeV)
adjectivesimple, innocent and ignorant
It was naive to think that the politicians would end up agreeing with each other.
naughty
(saynaw-tee
adjectivebadly behaved
The puppy wasn't allowed inside becahsénad been very naughty.
nautical
(saynaw-tik-uhl)
adjectivehaving to do with ships, sailors or sailing
The captain used all his nautical knowledge to steer us safely through the dangerous
waters.
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neutral
(saynyooh-truhl)
adjectivenot taking partn a quarrel or war between others
She took a neutral position in the discussion, refusing to take sides.
nicety
(saynuys-uh-tee
nouna fine or small point
We didn't have time to worry about every detail and nicety in the document.
nickel
(saynik-uhl)
nouna hard, silverywhite type of metal
Nickel is used in making some types of coins.
nobility
(saynoh-bil-uh-teg
nounthe ruling class of a country
The duke was a member of the English nobility.
notional
(saynoh-shuhnruhl)
adjectivehaving todo with or expressing a belief or idea
Her notional plan had merit but would take a lot of work to put it into practice.
novelty
(saynov-uhl-teg
nounnewness or strangeness
We enjoyed our trip to Venice, especially the novelty of riding in a gondola.
novice
(saynov-uhg
nounsomeone who is new to the type of work or activity they are doing
Returning to work after so many years, he felt like a complete novice again.
numerical
(saynyoohme-rik-uhl)
adjectivehaving to do with numbers
The judgegave a numerical value for each performance, with ten being the best and
zero the worst.
nurture
(sayner-chuh
verbto care for someone or something while they are growing
It was fascinating to watch the parent birds nurture the babies.
obligation
(sayob-luh-gay-shuhr)
nounsomething which should be done out of duty or gratitude
Since we were their guests, we had an obligation to be polite.
obsession
(sayuhb-seshuhn)
nouna strong idea or feeling which controls someone's behaviour
Accumulatingnore and more cats is my aunt's obsession.
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occasion
(sayuh-kay-zhuhr)
nouna particular time or event
The teacher said that on this occasion she would give us extra time to get our
homework done.
operative
(sayop-uhrruhttiv)
adjectiveworking orfunctional
The truck's brakes were fully operative again.
opportune
(sayop-uh-choohn
adjectivefavourable or appropriate
She waited for an opportune moment to interrupt the discussion.
ordinance
(sayaw-duh-nuhng
nouna rule or regulation
Thecouncil issued an ordinance that the park must close at dusk.
ozone
(sayoh-zohn
nouna form of oxygen with three atoms to the molecule, having a peculiar smell
The layer of ozone in the atmosphere protects us from the sun's radiation.
pallor
(saypal-uh)
noununnatural paleness
The pallor of my skin convinced the doctor | was not well.
pamphlet
(saypam-fluht)
nouna very small papecovered book
The pamphlet explained what the exhibition was about.
pandemic
(saypandemik)
adjectiveof adisease, widespread throughout an entire country or the whole world
Doctors were worried that the current strain of influenza could become pandemic.
pantaloons
(saypantuh-loohnz)
plural nounmen's trousers
The musketeers looked dashing in theirpadtaloons.
paradise
(saypa-ruh-duys
nouna place of great beauty or pleasure
His idea of paradise was a deserted beach with great surf.
paramedic
(sayparuh-med-ik)
nouna person who provides medical care to injured or sick people before they get to
hospital
We were lucky that there was a paramedic having coffee near the scene of the
accident, so help was immediately at hand.
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parapet
(saypa-ruh-pe)
nouna wall at the edge of a roof, bridge, or the like, to stop things from falling off it
Therewas a sign warning us to stay away from the parapet.
parishioner
(saypuh-rish-uh-nuh)
nounsomeone who is a member of a church parish
My aunt is a parishioner of St Matthews.
pashmina
(saypashmeenuh)
nouna shawl made from fine wool from Himalaygoats, sometimes mixed with silk
She bought a beautiful pashmina to wear to the ball in case it got cold.
pastoral
(saypahs-tuh-ruhl)
adjectiveused for grazing cattle or sheep
Their pastoral land stretched as far as the eye could see.
patio
(saypat-eeoh or pay-sheeoh)
nounan area, usually paved, in or next to a house, used for outdoor living
On sunny days we ate our lunch on the patio.
peaceful
(saypeesfuhl)
adjectivequiet and still
The cat looked peaceful sleeping on the rug.
pectoral
(saypek-tuh-ruhl)
adjectiverelating to the breast or chest
My brother thinks it's very funny when he flexes his pectoral muscles.
penance
(saypen-uhng
nouna penalty you agree or offer to accept to show you are sorry for doing wrong
She agreed thatashing the dishes all week was a reasonable penance for lying.
pension
(saypen-shuhn
nouna fixed regular payment made in consideration of old age, poverty, injury or
loss, past services, and so on
My grandmother is entitled to the war widoywension.
perceptive
(saypuhseptiv)
adjectivehaving quick understanding or insight
His perceptive answer showed that he had summed up the situation immediately.
perforate
(sayper-fuh-rayt)
verbto make a hole or holes in something by punchingencing
We had to perforate the shoebox so that the silkworms inside could breathe.
periphery
(saypuhrif -uh-ree
nounthe outside edge of an area or thing
Police officers stood around the periphery of the crowd.
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persuasion
(saypuh-sway-zhuhr)
nounthe act or power of getting someone to do something
It took a lot of persuasion to get Sam to leave his computer and come with us to the
beach.
petite
(saypuhteet)
adjectivesmall and delicate
My grandma was a very petite woman but my grandpa wassovéget tall.
pewter
(saypyooh-tuh)
nouna special mix of metals, including tin, used for making dishes and so on
We gave Dad a special mug made from pewter for his birthday.
piecemeal
(saypeesmee)
adverbbit by bit or gradually
My dad had tdouild the new balcony piecemeal because he only had the weekends to
work on it.
plaque
(sayplahk)
nouna metal plate, such as one fastened to a wall, with a name, profession or
memorial date on it
A plague on the gatepost commemorated the soldierdyadhdied in the war.
podiatry
(saypuh-duy-uh-tree
nounthe investigation and treatment of foot disorders
His fascination with feet led him to practise podiatry.
pompous
(saypom-puhg
adjectivemarked by a showy display of importance or rank
No-onevoted for him because they thought he was both pompous and ignorant.
precede
(saypreeseed
verbto go or come before
A guard of police on motorcycles will precede the president's car and another group
will follow.
precedent
(saypree-suhrduhntor pressuh-duhn)
nounan event or case which may be used as an example for future action
Winning the championship has set a precedent that might be hard to live up to in the
future.
precious
(saypresh-uhg
adjectiveof great price or value
His collection offossils is very precious to him.
premature
(saypremuh-tyooh-uh or prem-uh-chuh
adjectiveoccurring too soon
It was premature to open a bank account before | had any money.
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prestige
(saypressteezh
nounhigh reputation or standing
He thought thexpensive car would add to his prestige.
prevalent
(sayprev-uh-luhnt)
adjectivewidespread
Snakes seem to be more prevalent this summer.
primarily
(saypruy-muhruh-leeor pruy-me-ruh-lee)
adverbmainly or principally
He was primarily interested inow the contraption worked.
problematic
(sayprob-luh-mat-ik)
adjectivedifficult or doubtful
Trying to find the right key to open the door was proving to be problematic.
proclaim
(saypruh-klaym)
verbto announce something formally and publicly
Theprime minister planned to proclaim a holiday to celebrate the victory.
protective
(saypruh-tek-tiv)
adjectiveintended to guard or provide care
| put a protective coating on my shoes so they wouldn't be damaged by the rain.
publicise
(saypub-luh-suy?
verbto bring to people's attention
They didn't publicise that they'd won the lottery but the new yacht sitting in their
driveway made people wonder.
pumice
(saypum-uhg
nouna light, spongy form of volcanic stone used for rubbing or smoothing things
| often use a pumice to smooth any rough skin on my feet.
purity
(saypyooh-ruh-teg
nounthe condition or quality of not being mixed with anything else
The purity of the drinking water was tested.
pursuant
(saypuhrsyoohuhni
adverbconforming with
She was happy to continue pursuant to the agreement.
quarterly
(saykwaw-tuh-lee)
adjectivehappening or done every three months
| checked my quarterly bank statement to see how much money I'd been spending.
query
(saykwear-reg
nouna question oenquiry
| had to wait until the end of the presentation to raise my query.
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rabbi

(sayrab-uy)

nouna Jewish priest or leader

The rabbi welcomed his congregation into the synagogue.
rampant

(sayram-puhn

adjectivehappening widely in an uncontrolledy

Extra police are needed in that area because crime is rampant there.
reckless

(sayrek-luhg)

adjectivetotally careless of the results of action

Some of his sailing exploits have made him seem reckless.
umbrella

(sayum-brel-uh)

nouna shade oscreen used for protection from sunlight or rain

We forgot the umbrella so we were very wet by the time we got home.
ungainly

(sayun-gayn-lee)

adjectiveclumsy or awkward

He took long ungainly steps around the mud and puddles.
uniform

(sayyooh-nuh-fawm)

noundistinctive clothes, usually all the same, worn by people to show they have a

particular job or go to a particular school

The insignia on her uniform told us that she was an admiral.
versatile

(sayver-suhtuyl)

adjectiveable to do aariety of things

She is a versatile dancer, excelling at both jazz and classical ballet.
version

(sayver-zhuhn

nounsomeone's description of what happened compared with someone else's

Everybody had a different version of how the fight started.
veteran

(sayvet-uh-ruhnor vet-ruhn)

nouna soldier who has seen active service

My grandfather is a veteran of the Vietnam War.
vitriol

(sayvit-reeol)

nounsomething sharp, bitter or severe, such as criticism or speech

The speaker responded wititriol when questioned by the angry audience.
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The Arts Level 3

acoustics
(sayuh-kooh-stiks)
nounthe properties of a room which affect the quality of the sounds produced in it
We tested the acoustics of different rooms to see which would be ther besthand
rehearsal.
animation
(sayanuh-may-shuhn
nounthe process of preparing moving cartoons
The computer animation in the cartoon film was amazing.
Austen
(sayosstuhn)
nounan English novelist who was born in 1775 and died in 1817
Our class has been asked to read a book by Jane Austen over the school holidays and
I've chosen "Pride and Prejudice’.
ballerina
(saybatuh-ree-nuh)
nouna girl or woman who dances in a ballet
Sonia goes to ballet lessons every week, and wants tbdleeana when she grows
up.
Beethoven
(saybayt-hohvuhn)
nounLudwig van Beethoven was a German composer who was born in 1770 and died
in 1827
Many of the most admired works of Beethoven were composed when he was nearly
deaf.
calypso
(saykuh-lip-soh
nouna style of music from the West Indies
The Jamaican band playing calypso was the most popular act at the concert.
cantata
(saykantah-tuh)
nouna work for singers and instruments with words set to music but not acted
The cantata was performedtime Opera House.
classical
(sayklass-i-kuhl)
adjectivein music, belonging to a period in which several traditional forms developed
| had to learn two classical pieces as well as a jazz piece for my saxophone exam.
dictionary
(saydik-shuhnuhreeor dik-shuhlnerry)
nouna book with an alphabetical list of words, their meanings, and sometimes other
information such as their pronunciations and history
If you don't know the meaning of a word, look it up in a dictionary.
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discordant
(saydis-<b>kaw-duhnj
adjectivehaving a harsh sound
With every instrument tuned to a different pitch, the noise they produced was
discordant.
epithet
(sayep-uh-thed
nounan adjective or phrase used to describe a person or thing
The ancient Macedonian kifgexander was given the epithet "the Great' and is now
known as "Alexander the Great'.
guitar
(sayguh-tah)
nouna musical instrument with a long neck and strings which you play by plucking or
strumming
Shane wanted to learn how to play the guitar sadwed play in a band with his
friends.
leotard
(saylee-uh-tahd
nouna closefitting piece of clothing, often worn for dancing or doing exercises
The gymnast wore a pink leotard with a matching ribbon in her hair.
lexicon
(sayleks-uh-kuhn)
nouna listof words belonging to a particular subject, language, and so on
The term “architrave' belongs to the lexicon of architecture.
lyrics
(sayli-riks)
nounthe words of a song
Can you remember the lyrics of that song we heard last night?
magician
(saymuhjish-uhn)
nounsomeone who practises magic or magic tricks
The magician was able to make a coin disappear and then appear again.
mythology
(saymuh-thol-uh-jee)
nounall the ancient or traditional stories of a particular culture
According to Aboriginamythology, the Dreaming is the time when all the landforms
and waterways on the earth were created.
narrative
(sayna-ruhtiv)
nouna piece of writing that tells a story
Her narrative was about two children who got lost but managed to find their way
home.
omnibus
(sayom-ni-bug
nouna book of collected stories or writings by one writer or by different writers but
about one patrticular subject
All of the stories in the omnibus were set in the Australian outback.

¢KS b{2 tNBYASNISaniof WallliistfisXoy ybur pefsénal use only. No part of this wordlist covered by copyright
‘7 may be reproduced, copied, shared or made available on the internet, via email,rdraaetj or by any other means without
‘ written permission of the publisher.

Copyright © Macquarie Dictionary Publishers 2018 | www.macquariedictionary.com.au



http://www.macquariedictionary.com.au/

2018 Premier’s Spelling Bee Page 39 of 156
Senior annotated wordlist Complete list

polaroid
(saypoh-luh-royd)
nounaphotograph taken with a special type of camera and film
In our photography course we learned about different methods including polaroid.
polka
(saypol-kuh)
nouna quick and lively dance
We all began to dance the polka at my cousin's wedding reception.
production
(saypruh-duk-shuhr)
nounthe staging of a play
The cast had six weeks of rehearsals before the opening night of the new production.
projectionist
(saypruhjek-shuknuhs)
nounsomeone who operates a film projector
The projectionist likedo show old blaclandwhite movies.
prologue
(sayproh-log)
nouna speech at the beginning of a play
The prologue was very witty and had the audience laughing out loud.
proofread
(sayproohf-reed
verbto read something in order to find and manistakes that need to be corrected
He hired an editor to proofread the book.
replica
(sayrep-lik-uh)
nouna copy or reproduction, especially of a work of art
Egyptian authorities have unveiled a replica of Tutankhamen's tomb in an effort to
preservehe original.
textile
(sayteks-tuyl)
nounany woven material used for clothing, curtains and so on
The curtains in the music room were made of a heavy textile to improve the acoustics.
theatrical
(saytheeat-rik-uhl)
adjectivehaving to do with actingr the stage
My uncle loves the stage and often works in theatrical productions.
thespian
(saythesspeeuhn)
nounan actor
Cate Blanchett is a famous Australian thespian.
Vivaldi
(sayvuh-val-deg
nounAntonio Vivaldi was an lItalian composer andlinist, who was born around
1680 and died in 1741
The best known work of Vivaldi is a series of violin concertos known as "The Four
Seasons'.
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Food and nutrition Level 3

additive
(sayad-uh-tiv)
nounsomething which is added, especially a chenadaled to food to keep it fresh
Artificial colouring is a common food additive.
appetite
(sayap-uh-tuyt)
nounthe desire for food
Your appetite is always good after you go hiking in the bush.
barista
(saybuh-riss-tuh)
nouna person skilled in makingspresso coffee in a cafe or restaurant
| know how to make coffee but nowhere near as well as a barista.
beverage
(saybev-uhr-rij)
nouna drink of any kind
A cold beverage is refreshing on a hot day.
calamari
(saykal-uh-mah-ree
nounsquid when it isised as food
| ordered some calamari to go with my fish and chips.
carafe
(saykuhrrahf or kuh-raf)
nouna glass bottle used for serving water, wine or fruit juice
She poured some homemade lemonade from the carafe.
caviar
(saykav-eeah)
nounthesalted eggs of some fish
They were expecting the dinner to be good but the champagne and caviar was a
pleasant surprise!
chopsticks
(saychop-stiks)
plural nouna pair of thin, smooth sticks, used to pick up food, especially Asian food,
when you areating
The waiter brought us forks as well as chopsticks.
coleslaw
(saykohl-slaw)
nouna salad made with sliced raw cabbage
We always have coleslaw when we have a barbecue.
compote
(saykom-pohtor kom-pot)
nouna dish of fruit cooked in sugar amgter
For dessert, they served a compote of peaches with cream.
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currant
(sayku-ruhnj
nouna small, dried, seedless grape
Each cupcake had a single currant on top.
delicacy
(saydel-uh-kuh-seg
nouna tasty or expensive food
Caviar is considered delicacy by many.
dietary
(sayduy-uh-treeor duy-uht-erry)
adjectiverelating to diet
The trainer gave her a dietary plan to follow in addition to her exercises.
dough
(saydoh)
nouna mixture of flour and water or milk which is baked to make bregusiry
When we were camping, we mixed up some dough and made a big damper over the
camp fire.
fishmonger
(sayfish-mungguh)
nouna shopkeeper who sells seafood
The fishmonger recommended the barramundi which had been caught that morning.
florentine
(sayflo-ruhntuyn)
nouna biscuit containing nuts, fruit, and topped with chocolate
| prefer it when the chocolate is on the bottom of a Florentine, because it doesn't
cover the vibrant colours of the chopped glacé cherries.
ganache
(sayguhrnahsh)
nouna rich chocolate confection made from semisweet chocolate and cream, often
used as a cake icing
| let the ganache cool too much before spreading it over the cake, so it became too
thick and looked awful.
haggis
(sayhag-uhg
nouna dish, originallyScottish, made of the heart, liver, and other offal, of an animal
| like to eat haggis when I'm in Scotland, but | don't like to think what it is made from.
horseradish
(sayhawsrad-ish)
nounthe pungent roots of a plant which are ground and usedaslanent and in
medicine
| like a little bit of horseradish on beef sandwiches, but not too much.
legume
(sayleg-yoohm
nounany of a family of flowering plants which have pods as fruits, such as peas,
beans, and so on
The legume family includeggetables such as peas and beans.

¢KS b{2 tNBYASNISaniof WallliistfisXoy ybur pefsénal use only. No part of this wordlist covered by copyright
‘7 may be reproduced, copied, shared or made available on the internet, via email,rdraaetj or by any other means without
‘ written permission of the publisher.

Copyright © Macquarie Dictionary Publishers 2018 | www.macquariedictionary.com.au



http://www.macquariedictionary.com.au/

2018 Premier’s Spelling Bee Page 42 of 156
Senior annotated wordlist Complete list

marmalade
(saymah-muhlayd)
nouna jam made of citrus fruits, such as oranges and grapefruit
There were lots of jars of marmalade for sale at the fete.
meze
(saymet-zuh)
noun(in eastern Mediterranean cookefiyiger food, usually eaten with drinks, often
before a meal
Meze is the best type of food to serve at a party because you don't need plates or
cutlery to eat it.
nutrition
(saynyoohtrish-uhn)
nouneating or eating habits
Good nutrition is vital taathletes.
perishable
(saype-rish-uh-buhl)
adjectivelikely to decay quickly
Perishable food should be kept in the refrigerator.
protein
(sayproh-teen)
nouna substance found in foods such as meat and cheese, which is important to our
health
Meat,fish and eggs are all good sources of protein.
ricotta
(sayruh-kot-uh)
nouna soft, fresh white cheese with a delicate flavour
My father likes to eat ricotta with slices of pear and apple.

tabasco
(saytuh-bas-koh)
nouna pungent sauce used asoadiment, prepared from the fruit of a variety of
capsicum

Be careful how much tabasco you add to your mets extremely hot!
utensil
(sayyoohten-suhl)
nounan implement, especially one of those used for cooking or eating
This grater is a veruseful kitchen utensil.
vitamin
(sayvuy-tuh-muhnor vit-uh-muhn
nounany of a number of substances present naturally in food, and necessary in small
guantities for good health
Citrus and kiwifruit are good sources of vitamin C.
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Geography Level 3

Amsterdam

(sayam-stuhdam)

nouna seaport in and the capital of the Netherlands, in North Holland

Amsterdam is known as one of the most biefyiadly cities in the world.
atmosphere

(sayat-muhsfean)

nounthe air that surrounds the earth

Volcanoegelease poisonous gases into the atmosphere when they erupt.
Bangkok

(saybangkok or bang-kok)

nounthe capital and principal port of Thailand

Bangkok is among the world's top tourist destinations.
Bangladesh

(saybunggluh-deshor banggluh-desh

nouna republic in southern Asia, on the Bay of Bengal

Between 1947 and 1971, Bangladesh was the province of East Pakistan.
Beijing

(saybayjing)

nounthe capital of the People's Republic of China, in the reattern part

Beijing is the seconldrgest city in China, with a population of nearly 20 million.
bight

(saybuyf)

nouna curve in the shore of the sea

The Great Australian Bight is the widest inlet on our coast.
Delhi

(saydel-eg

nouna city in northern India

The Indian city of Delhinas a population of more than 22 million.
Egypt

(sayeejuhptor eejipt)

nouna republic in nortkeastern Africa, on the Mediterranean and Red Seas

Archaeologists believe that there are still tombs that remain undiscovered in Egypt.
embankment

(sayem-bank-muhn

nouna pile of earth and stones to keep back water or to be the base for a road or

railway

The embankment was an essential defence against flooding.
epoch

(sayeepok)

nouna period of time in history

We can learn a great deal about tygoch of the dinosaurs through fossils.
escarpment

(sayuhskahp-muhn)

nouna long, cliftlike ridge of rock

We could see the rugged mountain escarpment from the aeroplane.
estuary
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(sayeschooreeor eschooherry)
nounthe wide part of a river whergjoins the sea
It was dangerous to swim in the estuary because of the strong current.
Europe
(sayyooh-ruhp)
nouna continent in the Northern Hemisphere forming the western part of the Eurasian
landmass
My brother & currently backpacking throudgfurope-- I'm so jealous.
Everest
(sayev-uh-ruhs)
nouna peak of the Himalayas, on the border between Nepal and Tibet
Mount Everest is famous for being the highest mountain in the world.
Ghana
(saygah-nuh)
nouna republic on the west coast of Africa
The river Volta flows through the republic of Ghana.
glacier
(sayglay-seeuh or gla-seeuh)
nouna river of ice which moves very slowly down a mountain
The glacier has receded dramatically in the last decade because temperatures have
increased.
Gondwana
(saygondwah-nuh)
nounan ancient continent including India, Australia, Antarctica, parts of Africa and
South America in Palaeozoic and Mesozoic times
Gondwana was an ancient continent including preskaytindia, Australia,
Antarctica, andparts of Africa and South America.
Grampians
(saygram-peeuhn?
plural nouna series of three sandstone ranges in western Victoria forming the western
end of the Great Dividing Range
The Grampians in western Victoria contain some important exampledigénous
rock art.
granite
(saygran-uht)
nouna hard rock used for making statues or sculptures, and for some large buildings
Some of the old buildings in our town are made from granite from the local area.
Helsinki
(sayhetsing-kee
nouna seaporin and the capital of Finland, on the southern coast
Visiting Helsinki was the highlight of her trip to Finland.
hinterland
(sayhin-tuh-land)
nounthe land lying just inland from the coast
The hinterland is very mountainous.
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Hungary
(sayhung-guhree
nouna republic in central Europe
The capital of Hungary is Budapest.
Manila
(saymuh-nil-uh)
nouna seaport in and the capital of the Republic of the Philippines
Manila is the capital of the Philippines, situated on the island of Luzon.
microclimate
(saymuy-kroh-kluy-muht)
nounthe climate of a very small or confined area which differs from the surrounding
area
A building can have its own microclimate, especially if it hascairditioning.
Pakistan
(saypak-uh-stahn)
nouna republic in southerAsia, bordered by India, Afghanistan, Iran and China
Cricket is a popular sport in Pakistan.
Parthenon
(saypah-thuh-non)
nounthe temple of Athena on the Acropolis of Athens, completed in about 438 BC
When you visit Greece you have to go toRhghenon.
Pilbara
(saypil-buh-ruh)
nouna large area in the northest of Western Australia, enclosed by the De Grey
river system in the north and the Ashburton river system in the south
The Pilbara is home to some of the earth's oldest farckations.
whirlpool
(saywerl-poohl)
nouna circular current, as in a river or sea, which draws things into its centre
There was a whirlpool at the bottom of the waterfall.
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Plants and animals Level 3

beluga
(saybuhtlooh-guh)
nouna type of whalevhich is chiefly arctic, and having a rounded head, and white in
colour
| was happy with the whal@atching trip-- we saw a number of sperm whales and
one beluga.
bergamot
(sayber-guhrmot)
nouna small tree of the citrus family
The fruit of thebergamot gives a fragrant essential oil.
bonsai
(saybon-suyor bon-zuy)
nouna tree grown in a special way that keeps it very small, by keeping it in a small
pot and cutting its roots and branches
We have a very small bonsai in a pot on our cdtiege.
bovine
(sayboh-vuyn)
adjectivehaving to do with the family of cudhewing animals that includes cows,
bulls and oxen
Cattle, water buffalo and yaks are all part of the bovine family.
centipede
(saysentuh-peed
nouna small, inseclike creature with a long, thin body and many pairs of legs
| tried to count how many legs the centipede had but had to give up when it crawled
away.
conifer
(saykon-uh-fuh)
nounan evergreen tree which produces cones, like the pine or fir
The cedarcypress and pine are examples of conifer trees.
corella
(saykuh-rel-uh)
nouna type of cockatoo with white feathers tinged with pink
My grandmother's pet corella used to sit on her shoulder.
crocodile
(saykrok -uh-duyl)
nouna large, lizardike reptile found living in the waters of tropical countries
We decided not to go swimming after hearing reports of a crocodile in the area.
currawong
(sayku-ruhrwong)
nouna large, blackandwhite or greyish Australian bird with a large pointed bill and
aloud ringing call
Last spring, a baby currawong woke me every morning at six o'clock.
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cypress

(saysuy-pruhg

nounan evergreen corgearing tree

The cypress in the backyard had grown too large and needed to be trimmed.
euro

(sayyooh-roh)

nounanAustralian animal like a wallaroo with short, redloured hair

A euro hopped right into our tent when we were camping near Alice Springs.
fauna

(sayfaw-nuh)

nounthe animals of a particular area

The fauna of Australia includes the kangaroo.
freesia

(sayfree-zhuh

nouna plant native to southern Africa, cultivated for its fragrant white, yellow, or

sometimes other coloured, tubular flowers

I've never seen a freesia growing that isn't either yellow or white.
giraffe

(sayjuh-rahf)

nounan Africananimal with spots, a very long neck and long legs

A giraffe can reach the leaves that other animals can't.
herbicide

(sayherb-uh-suyd

nouna chemical that kills plants

As an organic farmer, he was determined not to use any herbicide.
herbivore

(sayher-buhvaw)

nounan animal that eats plants

The diplodocus was a herbivore, unlike the tyrannosaurus.
hibernate

(sayhuy-buhnayd

verbto spend the winter in a sledike condition, as certain animals do

Many animals in cold climates hibernate whead is scarce during the winter.
hydroponics

(sayhuy-druh-pon-iks)

nounthe growing of plants with their roots in water rather than soil

With a system of hydroponics you need only a small area to grow food that is both

tasty and nutritious.
imago

(sayim-ay-goh)

nounan adult insect

The biologist studied the wings of the bee imago through a microscope.
invertebrate

(sayin-ver-tuh-bruhi

adjectiveof or relating to animals without backbones

A worm is an invertebrate animal.
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karri
(sayka-reg
nouna gum tree from western Australia with very hard kamfing wood
A karri can grow as tall as eighty metres.
mallee
(saymal-ee
nouna type of Australian gum tree which has several thin stems growing from a large
underground root
We passedeveral clumps of mallee as we walked through the bush.
monotreme
(saymon-uh-treem
nounan egglaying mammal
The only examples of a monotreme are the platypus and the echidna.
ostrich
(sayostrich)
nouna large bird with long legs, that livesAdrica
An ostrich can run fast, but it cannot fly.
pandanus
(saypandan-uhsor panrday-nuhg
nouna tropical palrrike tree or shrub
The leaves of some types of pandanus are used in Asia for flavouring cakes and
desserts.
papyrus
(saypuhpuy-ruhg
nouna tall water plant
The ancient Egyptians used papyrus to make a material for writing on.

quoll
(saykwol)
nouna marsupial with a long tail and spots, about the size of a cat
The quoll is endangered like a lot of other Australian species.
sandalwood

(saysan-duhkwood)
nouna sweetsmelling wood used for carving ornaments, or burnt as incense
The smell of sandalwood always relaxes me.
wolfhound
(saywoolf-hownd
nouna dog of various breeds formerly used in hunting wolves
Our wolfhoundseems boisterous but is really very gentle.
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Science and Technology Level 3

antivirus
(sayan-teevuy-ruhg
nouna program designed to combat a computer virus by identifying and destroying it
before it can damage the system
It's very important that yobave an antivirus installed on your computer these days.
astronaut
(sayasstruh-nawi)
nounsomeone specially trained to travel in a spaceship
The astronaut tried to repair the space shuttle's damaged landing gear.
bionics
(saybuy-on-iks)
nounthestudy which helps in the development of such equipment as electronic limbs
The advances made in bionics means that people with no legs may be able to walk
again.
biorobotics
(saybuy-oh-ruh-bot-iks)
nounan area which deals with the integration of rolawid living organisms
The makers of Doctor Who must research a lot into biorobotics.
component
(saykuhm-poh-nuhn)
nouna part of a whole
A microchip is just one component of a motherboard.
cyborg
(saysuy-bawg
nounin science fiction, a humanordbot which incorporates the living tissue of a
human or other organism
The “Terminator' gets my vote as the best cyborg in any movie.
digital
(saydij -uh-tuhl)
adjectivehaving to do with a device that works by storing information in a similar
way to acomputer
Many people have a digital television these days.
dilution
(sayduy-looh-shuhr)
nounthe act of making something less concentrated
The chemistry teacher helped us with the dilution of the mixture.
Einstein
(sayuyn-stuyn
nouna physicist whavas born in Germany in 1879 and died in 1955, who is most
famous for formulating the theory of relativity
Albert Einstein won the Nobel prize for physics in 1921.
equipment
(sayuh-kwip -muhn)
nounanything used in doing a job, especially toatgchines, materials, and so on
All of the laboratory equipment was stored in the locked cupboard.
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ethernet
(sayeethuhnel
adjectiveof or relating to a type of technology used in local area networks
| don't have a wireless connection, so | havade an ethernet cable to connect to our
network.
gigabyte
(saygig-uh-buyt)
nouna measure of computer memory equal to a billion bytes
My internet plan allows me one gigabyte of data each month.
halogen
(sayhay-luh-juhnor hal-uh-juhn)
nounthe name o#& group of chemical elements, including fluorine and chlorine
Our energy costs went down after we replaced our lights with those containing
halogen.
infinite
(sayin-fuh-nuhy
adjectiveendless or having no limits
Once we lost sight of the shore theean seemed infinite.
infovore
(sayin-foh-vaw)
nouna person who craves information, especially one who takes advantage of their
ready access to it on digital devices
My dad is such an infovore that he doesn't like going anywhere without internet
reception.
millibar
(saymil-eebah)
nouna metric unit of measurement for air pressure, especially in the atmosphere
A millibar is a unit of atmospheric pressure.
phylum
(sayfuy-luhm)
nounone of the main groups into which biologists classify anirmatsplants
All animals with backbones belong to the same phylum.
piracy
(saypuy-ruh-seg
nounthe making and selling of illegal copies of CDs, DVDs, videos, computer
programs, and so on
The DVD cover displayed a warning that piracy is a crime.
propulsion
(saypruh-pul-shuhr)
nouna force which moves something forward
The spacecraft was launched using rocket propulsion.
prototype
(sayproh-tuh-tuyp)
nounthe original or the model of something which is later copied
The prototype of this racincar is in a motor museum.
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guantity
(saykwon-tuh-teg
nounan amount or measure
| must have put the wrong quantity of flour in the mixture, because the cake was very
dry.
ransomware
(sayran-suhmwair)
nouna form of computer virus which encrygies in the victim's computer, the
victim then being required to pay money to the criminal to have the files decrypted
Opening emails from people you don't know increases your chances of suffering from
ransomware.
vector
(sayvek-tuh)
nounamathematical concept of a quantity which possesses both magnitude and
direction
Today in maths we learned that velocity is a veetdrhas both magnitude and
direction.
vertex
(sayver-tek9
nounthe top or highest point of something
We had to markhe vertex of the triangle "A' and the other two points 'B' and "C'.
virtual
(sayver-choohuhl)
adjectiveof or relating to something which exists only as a computer representation,
as opposed to a physical existence
My university course is undertakana virtual classroom because | live so far away.
voltage
(sayvol-tij)
nounelectromotive force or potential expressed in volts
There was a sign on the power station fence warning people to keep away because of
high voltage.
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General Level 4

abracadabra
(sayab-ruh-kuh-dab-ruh)
nouna word used in magic spells
The wizard cried "abracadabra’ but the cat who was supposed to turn into a dog just
sat there and meowed at him.
accelerate
(sayak-seluh-rayt)
verbto cause to move faster
| lost my balance as the bus began to accelerate.
acceptable
(sayuhk-septuh-buhl)
adjectivesatisfactory, pleasing or worth accepting
I'd run out of spaghetti at home but | thought that fettuccine would be an acceptable
substitute.
accustomed
(sayuh-kusstuhmd
adjectivevery familiar with or used to
They've become accustomed to working at night.
acme
(sayak-meg
nounthe culmination or highest point
He considered his awardinning performance to be the acme of his career.
actuality
(sayak-choohal-uh-te@
nounreality or actual existence
In actuality, he doesn't like to eat fish.
adjustment
(sayuh-just-muhn)
nounthe act of adapting to a given purpose
We had to make an adjustment to the seating plan when more guests arrived.
adventurous
(sayuhd-ven-chuhruhg
adjectivewanting to take part in adventures
Jodie was very adventurousshe was always exploring new places.
advertisement
(sayuhd-ver-tuhsmuhnj
nouna notice telling you about an event that is coming, or about something fost or
sale
We'll put an advertisement in the local paper to sell our old car.
affinity
(sayuh-fin-uh-tee
nouna natural liking or sense of closeness
She is a very successful horse trainer because of her affinity with animals.
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ambiguous

(sayam-big-yooh-uhg

adjectiveunclear, due to having more than one meaning

As the question was quite ambiguous, we had to ask the teacher to explain what she

meant.
anteroom

(sayan-teeroohm)

nouna waiting room

The candidates waited in the anteroom until tiveye called for their interview.
apiarist

(sayay-peeuhrruhs)

nounsomeone who keeps bees

The man next door is an apiarist, but he never gets stung by his bees.
approachable

(sayuh-prohch-uh-buhl)

adjectivefriendly and easy to talk to

Because ounetball coach is so approachable, we all enjoy training.
aquarium

(sayuh-kwair -reeuhm)

nouna glass container in which fish and water plants are kept

Helen kept some very interesting Mexican walking fish in her aquarium.
arthritic

(sayahthrit -ik)

adjectiveaffected by a disease that causes swelling and pain in the joints of the body

My grandma rarely plays the piano anymore because of her arthritic fingers.
authentic

(sayaw-then-tik)

adjectivereal or genuine

We did not know if it was aauthentic diamond or not.
autopsy

(sayaw-top-seg

nounthe examination of a dead body to discover the cause of death

Because of the suspicious circumstances surrounding the death, an autopsy was

performed.
barbaric

(saybahba-rik)

adjectiveuncultured

| was so embarrassed by his barbaric behaviour at the restatracking the plate

is not acceptable!
benefactor

(sayben-uh-fak-tuh)

nounsomeone who gives help or money to those who need it

The hospital was able to open a new ward becauseidf fhom a benefactor.
besiege

(saybuh-see)

verbto surround or crowd round

The general's decision to besiege the town brought great hardship to the people.
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biannual
(saybuy-an-yooh-uhl)
adjectivehappening twice a year
The writer's groupeleased a biannual publication.
bicarbonate
(saybuy-kah-buhnuhtor buy-kah-buhnay?)
nouna type of salt, such as sodium bicarbonate
Some people use sodium bicarbonate instead of commercial household cleaning
products.
bilious
(saybil-eeuhgy
adjectivesickly or nauseating
The first thing we're going to do when we move in is to repaint the bilious mustard
coloured walls.
biodegradable
(saybuy-oh-duh-gray-duhtbuhl)
adjectiveable to be broken down by the action of very small living thiikgs
bacteria
We buy biodegradable soap powder to minimise its effect on the environment.
bisque
(saybisk)
nounpottery which has been baked but not glazed
On the sideboard was a bisque pottery bowl.
bombardier
(saybombuhdear)
nounin warfare, thgerson in an aeroplane who releases the bombs
My grandfather was a bombardier during World War 1.
bounteous
(saybown-teeuhg
adjectiveplentiful or generous
There was a bounteous supply of food at the banquet.
boutique
(sayboohteek)
nouna smallshop, especially one that sells expensive or fashionable clothes
My mother's boutique sells only the latest fashions.
bronchial
(saybrong-keeuhl)
adjectiverelating to the passages that lead to your lungs
Coughing and wheezing are symptoms lofanchial infection.
bulbous
(saybul-buhg
adjectivebulging or shaped like a bulb
My uncle is very selfonscious about his bulbous nose.
canister
(saykan-uh-stuh
nouna container for storing food such as rice and flour
The canister fell to thBoor, covering the room with flour.
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capability

(saykay-puhtbil-uh-teg

nounthe power or skill to be able to do something

He had the knowledge and capability to cook, but was lazy.
carat

(sayka-ruht)

nouna unit of weight for measuring gems, equa200 milligrams

The diamond in her ring was one whole carat!
cartography

(saykahtog-ruh-fee)

nounthe making of maps or charts

People who work in cartography have to be very precise because maps need to be

exact.
casualty

(saykazh-yoohuhl-te

nounsomeone hurt or killed in an accident or war

The only casualty of the accident was taken to hospital in an ambulance.
categorical

(saykat-uh-go-rik-uhl)

adjectiveclear, plain, and direct

Her statement was categoricalthere was no doubt aboii$ meaning.
centenary

(saysenteenuh-reeor senten-uh-ree

nouna 100th anniversary

In 2001 we celebrated the centenary of Australia's Federation.
chimichurri

(saychimeechur-ri)

nown (in Argentine cookery) a sauce made from oil, vinegar, choppsteyand

seasonings

The meal was a traditional Argentine dish with chimichurri
circumscribe

(sayser-kuhmskruybor serkuhmskruyb)

verbto limit, especially in a narrow way

They attempted to circumscribe pigwer by having others share his position.
clairvoyant

(sayklair-voy-uhnf

nounsomeone who claims to be able to see into the future

My aunt visited a clairvoyant hoping to discover what her future held.
clemency

(sayklem-uhnseg

nounmercy orleniency

We pleaded with my mother to show clemency to the naughty puppy.
cloister

(saykloy-stuh

nouna covered path along the side of a building such as a church or college

The class huddled in the cloister until the rain stopped.
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cognition

(saykog-nish-uhn)

nounthe process of thinking, reasoning, remembering, and so on

The injury to the brain affected her cognition.
combustible

(saykuhm-bust-uh-buhl)

adjectiveable to burn

They cleared the area of everything combustible before lightinigathigre.
commandant

(saykom-uhn-dantor kom-uhn-dahnj

nounin some armies, a commanding officer of a place or group

The commandant informed the troops of their new task.
competence

(saykom-puhrtuhng

nounthe quality of being capable or competent

The surgeon's competence was known throughout the world.
complacency

(saykuhm-play-suhnseg

nouna feeling of quiet pleasure, especially with oneself

She had a feeling of complacency after completing the task by herself.
complementary

(saykom-pluh-men-tuh-ree

adjectiveforming a complete whole with something else

The two flavours were complementary, forming a delicious combination.
complimentary

(saykom-pluh-men-tuh-ree

adjectiveexpressing praise or admiration

Her solo performance was givercamplimentary review.
comprehension

(saykom-pruh-hen-shuhr)

nounthe ability to understand or the act of understanding

My grandfather has no comprehension of how computers work.
concordance

(saykuhnkaw-duhng

nounthe state of being in agreement

It was a relief to find that the results of the two experiments were in concordance with

each other.
confederacy

(saykuhnfed-uh-ruh-seg

nouna group of people or countries joined together for a common purpose

The southern states formed a confederacyrdter to oppose the northern states.
conjecture

(saykuhnjek-chuh

nounthe making of an opinion without enough information

This is only conjecturé no-one knows what really happened.
consequential

(saykon-suhkwen-shuh)

adjectivefollowing as areffect or result, or as a logical conclusion

A consequential effect of the new shopping centre was more jobs in the area.
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constitutional
(saykon-stuhtyooh-shuhnuhl)
adjectiverelating to, in accordance with, or subject to the constitution of a state,
organisation, etc.
The committee argued that it was not constitutional to allow the club to open on
weekends.
consumption
(saykuhnsump-shuhr)
nounthe act of eating or using up
Fuel consumption is an important thing to consider when buying a car.
contradictory
(saykon-truh-dik -tuh-ree
adjectivestating the opposite of each other
The statements given to the police about the accident were completely contradictory.
contrition
(saykuhntrish-uhn)
nounreal sorrow for any bad things you have done
We thought that his donation to the hospital was an act of contrition.
controversial
(saykon-truh-ver-shuh)
adjectivesubject to different points of view; debatable
The political party was divided about the controversial issue.
convenience
(saykuhnveeneeuhng
nounthe quality of being readily available or suitable
| like using public transport because of its convenience.
convergence
(saykuhnver-juhng
nounthe act or result of converging or coming together
The convergence of the two culturesulted in a wonderful mix of traditions.
convulsion
(saykuhnvul-shuhn)
nouna twisting of the body caused by violent muscular contractions
She was trying so hard not to laughshe looked as though she was having a
convulsion.
coolamon
(saykooh-luh-mon)
nouna basinshaped wooden dish traditionally made and used by some Aboriginal
peoples
The coolamon was full of yams and nuts.
cormorant
(saykaw-muhrruhn
nouna large waterbird which has a long neck and a pouch under the bill in which fish
are held
A cormorant landed on the rock and spread its wings out to dry.
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coronation
(sayko-ruh-nay-shuhn
nounthe ceremony at which a person becomes king or queen
The press were eager to get as many photos at the coronation of the prince as
possible.
corpulence
(saykaw-pyuhluhng
nounthe condition of being very overweight
His corpulence made it impossible for him to squeeze into a sports car.
couture
(saykoohtyoo-uh)
noundressmaking and design
He went to Paris to study couture, amolw he is one of the world's top fashion
designers.
cribbage
(saykrib -ij)
nouna card game
| love playing cribbage, but it did take me a while to learn the rules.
cubicle
(saykyooh-bik-uhl)
nouna small, partly enclosed space
In the library, we eaclhave a cubicle where we can work quietly.
cumbersome
(saykum-buh-suhm
adjectiveawkward to handle
The package that arrived was large and cumbersome.
cuneiform
(saykyooh-nuhfawm)
nounthe characters used in writing in ancient Persia, Assyriatmsd places
The archaeologists had to get a specialist to translate the inscription because it was
written in cuneiform.
curiosity
(saykyoohreeossuh-tee
nounthe desire to learn or know about things
The child's curiosity often got her into trickiguations.
decompression
(saydeekuhm-presh-uhn)
nounthe gradual return of divers to normal atmospheric pressure after working in
deep water
If deepsea divers don't undergo proper decompression they can get very ill.
deficiency
(sayduhfish-uhnseg
nounthe condition of lacking something
She became very ill as a result of a vitamin deficiency.
demography
(sayduh-mog-gruh-fee)
nounthe science of population statistics, as of births, deaths, diseases, marriages, and
so on
Many social trends cabe learned from the demography of a community.
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demonstration

(saydemuhnstray-shuhr)

nouna show of someone's skills or abilities in a particular area

The showjumping demonstration was very impressive and showed the riders' great

skill.
demystify

(saydeemisstuh-fuy)

verbto remove the mystery from

The seminar aimed to demystify the process of winemaking.
denomination

(sayduh-nomuh-nay-shuhn

nouna religious group, especially in the Christian church

The Anglican Church is Australia's secdriggest Christian denomination.
deregulation

(saydeeregyuh-lay-shuhnp

nounthe removal of rules or orders that restrict certain types of activity in the market

The deregulation of Australia's dairy industry took place in the year 2000.
desecrate

(saydessuh-krayf)

verbto use in a way that does not show respect

We were disgusted that vandals would desecrate the war memorial.
dissension

(sayduhrsenshuhn)

nouna disagreement or quarrel, especially one that goes on for a long time

Everyone wasipset about the dissension in the family.
ducat

(sayduk-uht)

nouna gold coin that was widely used in European countries in the past

The archaeologist uncovered a ducat near the ruins of an old French village.
dugong

(saydyooh-gong

nouna largemarine mammal of northern Australia, having flipfike forelimbs

The dugong was hunted for its meat and oil by some Aboriginal peoples.
dulcet

(saydul-suh)

adjectivepleasing or soothing

The broadcaster's dulcet voice makes her perfect for theilgite jazz program.
effusive

(sayuh-fyooh-siv)

adjectiveshowing too much feeling

Her effusive manner can be overwhelming and often makes people uncomfortable.
eiderdown

(sayuy-duh-down)

nouna quilt filled with duck feathers

Suzy put an eiderdown trer bed for extra warmth in winter.
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electronica
(sayel-uhk-tron -ik-uh)
nounthe broad array of music created with devices that use electricity
The downside to electronica is that you can only play it in places that have power
points handy.
ellipsis
(sayeelip-suhg
nounthe omission of a word or words from a sentence
In writing, an ellipsis is usually indicated by three dots.
elliptical
(sayeelip-tik-uhl)
adjectiveof or having the form of an oval
The earth revolves around the sun inddliptical orbit.
esoteric
(sayessuh-te-rik or eesuhte-rik)
adjectiveunderstood by, meant for, or belonging to a select few or to a special field of
study
She found it hard to find information on the esoteric subject of taxidermy.
exemplify
(sayegzemp-luh-fuy)
verbto show or make clearer by example
These two habitats exemplify my point about biodiversity.
exhaustive
(sayuhgzawstiv or egzawstiv)
adjectivethorough or intensive
The police carried out an exhaustive search of the area.
fallacy
(sayfal-uh-seg
nouna mistaken idea or belief
Many people believe the fallacy that all Vikings wore horns on their helmets.
fidelity
(sayfuh-del-uh-teg
nounfaithfulness or loyalty
The king rewarded his followers for their fidelity.
genocide
(sayjen-uh-suyd
nounthe planned killing of all the people belonging to one race or nation
The International Criminal Court deals with charges of genocide.
genotype
(sayjen-uh-tuyp)
nounthe basic hereditary structure of an organism
Anindividual's genotype is made up of genes inherited from both parents.
glycogen
(saygluy-kuh-juhn)
nouna white starch found in liver and muscles, which serves as a store of glucose.
Energy is stored and distributed throughout the body by meagigaafgen.
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gossamer
(saygosuh-muh)
nounvery fine cobweHike material
The gossamer scarf looked fabulous but it didn't keep her very warm.
gregarious
(saygruh-gair-reeuhs
adjectivefond of the company of other people
She has a gregarious natuaed loves meeting new people.
grievance
(saygree-vuhng
nouna cause of anger or annoyance
His grievance was that all his hard work had been overlooked.
gurdwara
(saygerdwah-ruh)
nouna Sikh place of worship
People of all faiths, not just Sikhs, avelcome in the gurdwara.
gymnasium
(sayjim-nay-zeeuhm)
nouna building or room specially equipped for gymnastics and sport
The gymnasium has a lot of different equipment such as running machines and
exercise bikes.
hacienda
(sayhasseeen-duh)
nounthe main house on a farm or large estate, especially in Spain or Central America
My cousins in Spain are quite wealthy, and live in a large hacienda.
harangue
(sayhuhrang)
verbto speak to someone for a long time in a passionate and sometimes angry way
He started to harangue the crowd about the need for equal rights.
harbinger
(sayhah-bin-jer)
nounsomething which gives an indication of the future
The cloudy sky was a harbinger of the good rains to come.
heavyweight
(sayhev-eewayt)
nouna boxerlin one of the heaviest groups
Muhammad Ali was a world heavyweight champion.
hilarious
(sayhuhlair -reeuhg
adjectivenoisily cheerful
We had a hilarious time, jumping and splashing in the waves.
hypocrite
(sayhip-uh-krit)
nounsomeone who pretentizat they have certain beliefs or morals that they do not
really have
The outspoken conservationist was branded a hypocrite when it was discovered that
she did not recycle her paper and plastic.
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imaginary

(sayi-maj-uhnreeor i-maj-uhn-erry)

adjectivenot real

| love to draw imaginary animals and create names for them.
immediately

(sayi-meedeeuht-lee)

adverbwithout delay or soon after

When they get our email, they will answer immediately.
immigrant

(sayim-uh-gruhn)

nounsomeone who comes lige in a particular country

He was a recent immigrant to Australia.
immobilise

(sayi-moh-buh-luyz)

verbto fix so as to become immovable

It was very important to completely immobilise the knee before they could operate.
impregnable

(sayim-preg-nuh-buhl)

adjectivestrong enough to resist attack

The impregnable fort withstood centuries of attacks.
indescribable

(sayin-duhrskruyb-uh-buhl)

adjectivetoo extreme to be described

The indescribable beauty of the architecture left us speechless.
indigent

(sayin-duhjuhnt)

adjectivevery poor

This charity distributes food to indigent people in our community.
indignity

(sayin-dig-nuhteg

nountreatment which makes you feel embarrassed and foolish

The final indignity for the actor was when gy was ripped from his head.
indispensable

(sayin-duhrspensuh-buhl)

adjectiveabsolutely necessary

Water is indispensable when travelling in the Australian outback.
inequitable

(sayin-ek-wuh-tuh-buhl)

adjectiveunfair

Men being paid more thamomen in the same job is inequitable.
infomercial

(sayin-foh-mer-shuh)

nounan advertisement of some length, in which the content is apparently giving

information about something

This infomercial is trying to make us buy a particular brand of car.
inhibition

(sayin-uh-bish-uhn or in-huh-bish-uhn)

shyness or reserve

She has no inhibition about singing in public.
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inhospitable

(sayin-hosspit-uh-buhl)

adjectivenot welcoming to guests or strangers

Our hosts' inhospitable behaviour madeunsomfortable.
inoperable

(sayin-op-uhrruh-buhl)

adjectivenot able to be used

The hair dryer was inoperable after it was dropped into the bath.
inscrutable

(sayin-skrooh-tuh-buhl)

adjectivemysterious or not easily understood

His expression wasscrutable-- we couldn't tell what he was thinking.
installation

(sayin-stuhtlay-shuhr)

nounthe act of placing or fixing something into position

The installation of the new computer system was delayed for a month.
instalment

(sayin-stawl-muhn?

nouna single part of a story being published in several parts one after the other

| can't wait to read the next instalment of the story in the school magazine.
insular

(sayin-syoohluh or in-shoohluh)

adjectivecharacterised by standing or being alone

The insular nature of her upbringing made it hard for her to be sociable.
insurgent

(sayin-ser-juhnt)

nounsomeone who fights against lawful authority

The police were aware of the identity of one insurgent but knew that he had the

support of others.
intermediary

(sayin-tun-meedeeuh-reeor in-tun-meedeeerry)

nouna person or agency acting between two people

She offered to act as an intermediary between her two arguing friends.
intolerable

(sayin-tol-uh-ruh-buhl)

adjectivenot able to beuffered

The pain of her broken ankle was intolerable.
intravenous

(sayin-truh-veenuhg

adjectivegiven directly into the blood, through a needle put in a vein

The patient is being given an intravenous antibiotic.
invariably

(sayin-vair-reeuh-bleg

adverbalways

My sister will invariably ask for tomato sauce if she orders hot chips.
investiture

(sayin-vesstich-uh)

nounthe formal act of giving someone certain rights or powers

The chancellor's investiture was accompanied by great pompeaedony.
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invocation
(sayin-vuh-kay-shuhr)
nounthe act of calling on a god for help, protection, etc.
The priest made a passionate invocation to God for strength in the community's time
of need.
irrational
(sayi-rash-uhnuhl)
adjectivenot based osound reasoning
He has an irrational fear of cats he can't even look at pictures of them.
isometrics
(sayuy-suhrmet-riks)
nouna system of exercises in which muscles are tensed against each other or against a
fixed object
You don't need to go togym to do isometrics.
jabberwocky
(sayjab-uh-wok-ee
nounincoherent or meaningless speech, especially an invented language
My brother and | could understand each other, but our mother told us to stop with all
the jabberwocky.
jamboree
(sayjam-buh-ree)
nouna large gathering of Scouts
More than 8000 Scouts attended the jamboree last year.
journalese
(sayjer-nuhlee?
nouna style of language that is typical of news reporting
Most of the article was written in journalese but there were soraginative
passages.
knickerbockers
(saynik-uh-bok-uh2)
plural nounloose short trousers which are gathered in at the knees
| used to have a pair of navy knickerbockers but | outgrew them.
kulich
(saykooh-lich)
nouna traditional Russian Easter yeeake, with dried fruit, made in a tall cylindrical
shape
Alison looks forward to Russian Easter all yeait's the only time she gets to eat
kulich.
lapidary
(saylap-uh-duhreeor lap-uh-derry)
nouna person who cuts and polishes precious stones
| took my emerald ring to a lapidary when | wanted the ring turned into earrings.
liability
(sayluy-uh-bil-uh-teg
nounsomething or someone that causes difficulty rather than being helpful
Having a pet can be a liability when you want to go on holidays.
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librarian
(sayluy-brair -ree-uhn)
nounsomeone who works in a library
The librarian showed us how to use the internet to find the information we needed.
lichen
(sayluy-kuhn)
nouna mosdike plant that grows in patches, usually on rocks orttgeks
The lichen growing on the rocks made a pretty pattern.
linguist
(sayling-gwuhs)
nouna person who studies language
He is a linguist and is compiling a dictionary of an Aboriginal language of western
Queensland.
litany
(saylit-uh-neg
nounamonotonous account
The manufacturer received a litany of complaints about the new style of packaging.
[lama
(saylah-muh)
nouna South American animal related to the camel and used for carrying loads
Each hiker led a llama, loaded with gear, as threikked through the mountains of
Peru.
lozenge
(sayloz-uhnj)
nouna small sweet, usually used to soothe a sore throat
Your throat might feel better if you suck on a lozenge.
lucidity
(saylooh-sid-uh-teg
nounthe ability to think clearly
When heffever was high she only had brief periods of lucidity.
lucrative
(saylooh-kruh-tiv)
adjectiveproducing good profits or paying well
Walking dogs has become a lucrative job for Sarah.
ludicrous
(saylooh-duh-kruhg
adjectiveso silly as to caudaughter
Sally looked ludicrous dressed as an egg.
luxuriant
(saylug-zhoohree-uhni
adjectivestrong in growth
The luxuriant forest was thick with ferns and hanging vines.
malevolent
(saymuh-lev-uh-luhnt)
adjectivefull of wickedness and hatred
Thefilm star was stunned by the vicious campaign of malevolent gossip about her.
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malicious
(saymuh-lish-uhg
adjectiveshowing a desire to hurt or cause harm
Her bitterness made her say malicious things about the family.
malinger
(saymuhtling-guh)
verbto pretend to be sick or injured, especially to avoid something like work or an
exam
It is not uncommon in exam periods for students to malinger and not turn up.
managerial
(saymanuh-jear-reeuhl)
adjectiverelating to management or a manager
Her voice changed slightly to a rather stern, managerial tone.
mannequin
(sayman-uhrkuhnor man-uh-kwuhn)
nouna humarsized figure used to model clothes in a shop window or to fit clothes
while they are being made
They dressed the mannequin in arcetume for the Christmas sales.
mantilla
(saymanttil -uh)
nouna silk or lace headscarf, worn in Spain
The flamenco dancer wore a mantilla of black lace and a vivid red skirt.
manufacture
(saymanyuh-fak-chuh
verbto make or produce by handmiachine, especially in large numbers
A company has been formed to manufacture the new hearing aids.
martyr
(saymah-tuh)
nounsomeone who is killed or suffers a great deal for the sake of their beliefs
Joan of Arc died a martyr for the French cause.
marvellous
(saymah-vuh-luhg)
adjectivewonderful
We had a marvellous time at the party last night.
massacre
(saymas-uh-kuh)
nounthe killing of a large number of people
Journalists covering the massacre estimated the number of casualties as well over
100.
maudlin
(saymawd-luhn)
adjectivetearfully emotional or sentimental
She grew tearful listening to the maudlin song about lost love.
melodious
(saymuh-loh-deeuhg
adjectivetuneful
The bird's song was melodious and clear.
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mercenary

(saymer-suhnrreeor mer-suhnerry)

adjectiveworking only for money

He showed his mercenary nature when he accepted the most highly paid job, even
though he knew he wouldn't enjoy the work.

metamorphic

(saymetuh-maw-fik)
adjectiverelating to or marked bghange of form
Metamorphic rocks have been formed by pressure and heat.

meteoric

(saymeeteeo-rik)
adjectivebrilliant, fast, or passing quickly, like a meteor
Her rise to fame as a gymnast was quite meteoric.

microlith

(saymuy-krohtlith)

nounasmall chipped flint of the Mesolithic period often set in the haft of arrows,
spears and similar implements

The archaeologists found a microlith on the surface so they knew it was a good place
to start digging.

mikado

(saymuhkah-doh)
nouna title usedn the past for the emperor of Japan
The mikado watched over the lands and people of Japan.

millennium

(saymuhtlen-eeuhm)
nouna period of 1000 years
| wonder what the world will look like by the time we reach the next millennium?

milliner

(saymil-uh-nuh)

nounsomeone who makes or sells hats

My grandmother is a milliner and is busy every year making hats for the Melbourne
Cup.

miscreant

(saymis-kree-uhnf)
nounsomeone who doesn't obey rules or laws
The miscreant stood before the judge waitmbe sentenced.

missionary

(saymish-uhnrreeor mish-uh-nerry)

nounsomeone sent out, often to another country, on religious work

The missionary hoped that his church would send him to work with the people of
Papua New Guinea.

missive

(saymis-iv)

nouna written message

The emissary understood the importance of passing on the missive from the
ambassador to the president.
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moccasin

(saymok-uhrsuhn

nouna shoe made completely of soft leather

A moccasin is a very comfortable shoe for wearing arahadouse.
modicum

(saymod-uh-kuhm)

nouna small quantity

| would like at least a modicum of privacy please!
moisturiser

(saymoys-chuhruyz-uh)

nouna substance used to prevent dryness in the skin

| had put so much moisturiser on my face thaghagses kept sliding off.
mollycoddle

(saymol-eekod-uhl)

verbto pamper, or treat overly carefully

Caitlin didn't think it was a good idea to mollycoddle her teenage daughter so she

encouraged her interest in rock climbing.
momentarily

(saymoh-muhntruh-lee or mohrmuhnte-ruh-leg)

adverbfor a moment

She hesitated momentarily and then strode confidently onto the stage.
momentous

(saymohrmen-tuhg

adjectiveof great importance

The opening of the new parliament house was a momemtoasion.
monarch

(saymon-ahK)

nouna ruler of a country who inherits the position, such as a king or queen

| wonder who will be England's next monarch?
moratorium

(saymo-ruh-taw-reeuhm)

nouna temporary pause

The government put a moratorium on #ade of the toy until its safety could be

established.
moribund

(saymo-ruh-bung

adjectivealmost at an end

CDs are becoming a moribund technology.
morose

(saymuh-rohs)

adjectivebadtempered or gloomy

He became very morose when he found outdimgier was to be lentil burgers.
morphine

(saymaw-feen)

nouna strong drug used to stop pain

The doctor prescribed morphine to reduce her pain after the major operation.
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moustache

(saymuh-stahshor musstash

nounthe hair that grows on the uppgr of a man

My uncle's moustache is so bushy he often gets food caught in it!
multicultural

(saymul-teekul -chuhruhl)

adjectivecontaining groups of people of different cultures or ethnic backgrounds

Our class is quite multicultural with studeritem Europe, Asia and Africa.
multilateral

(saymul-teelat-uh-ruhl)

adjectivein government, indicating an agreement or arrangement between three or

more nations

The multilateral agreement on climate change had been signed by over 50 countries.
mythical

(saymith -i-kuhl)

adjectiverelating to an ancient story about gods, brave people and supernatural

happenings, which may try to explain natural events

| wish the centaur really did exist, but it's a mythical creature.
nebulous

(sayneb-yuh-luhs)

adjectivecloudy or vague

In the fog, the trees on the riverbank were dark and nebulous shapes.
netiquette

(saynet-eeket)

nounthe generally accepted code of behaviour on the internet

Respecting other people's privacy is an important aspaatafuette.
nonchalant

(saynon-shuhluhnt or nonshuhlont)

adjectivecalm and indifferent

He shrugged his shoulders in a nonchalant way to show he didn't care.
nonconformist

(saynonkuhnfawm-uhs)

nouna person who refuses to accept the usuakpected ideas, customs or ways of

living

She was called a nonconformist because she chose to live in a tent.
nuisance

(saynyooh-suhn3

nounsomeone or something that is very annoying

It was a real nuisance that we couldn't turn on the tap.
oblique

(sayuh-bleek)

adjectivesloping

An oblique crack ran across the wall.
octogenarian

(sayok-toh-juh-nair-ree-.uhn)

adjectiveof the age of eighty years, or between eighty and ninety years old

Despite being an octogenarian, she has a very active ddeial
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oligopoly
(sayol-uh-gop-uh-lee)
nouna market in which a small number of companies produce a large proportion of
output
New laws were brought in to stop the energy companies from creating an oligopoly.
ombudsman
(sayom-buhdzmuhn
nounanofficial appointed to investigate complaints by citizens against the
government
The ombudsman has a great responsibility to the community.
omnipotent
(sayom-nip-uh-tuhni
adjectivehaving unlimited or very great authority
Being in charge made him femhnipotent.
opacity
(sayoh-pasuh-teg
nounthe condition or quality of not allowing light to shine through
This instrument measures the opacity of a mineral.
opportunity
(sayop-uh-tyooh-nuh-tee
nouna suitable time or occasion
They had to wait foa long time for the opportunity to interrupt.
optimism
(sayop-tuhrmiz-uhm)
nounhopefulness or the habit of expecting that things will turn out well
It is a sign of optimism to consider a glass to be half full of milk rather than half
empty.
outrageous
(sayowt-ray-juhs)
adjectiveintolerable or shocking
| don't shop there anymore because the prices they charge are outrageous!
paisley
(saypayz-lee)
nouna soft, woollen cloth woven with a colourful and very detailed pattern
My mother still has thpaisley shirt that she wore before | was born.
palliative
(saypal-eeuhttiv)
adjectiveserving to mitigate or alleviate
Palliative care is given to extremely ill patients to make them as comfortable as
possible.
panache
(saypuh-nashor puhnahsh)
nouna stylish way of doing things
The spectacular show was put together with great panache.
paperweight
(saypay-puhwayt)
nouna small, heavy object laid on papers to keep them from moving
If I want to work with the window open | need a paperweigbtdp all my papers
from blowing away.
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paradoxical
(sayparuh-dok-sik-uhl)
adjectiveself-contradictory
The results from the experiment were paradoxictiey couldn't make head or tail of
them.
peccadillo
(saypekuh-dil-oh)
nouna small sin or fault
Robin Hood believed that robbing the rich to feed the poor was only a trifling
peccadillo.
pecuniary
(saypuh-kyooh-neeuh-reeor puhtkyooh-neeerry)
adjectiverelating to money
Their punishment was in the form of a pecuniary penattyo $500 fines.
penury
(saypenyuh-ree
noungreat poverty
The famous writer spent his last years in penury.
perfectionist
(saypuh-fek-shuhnuhs)
nounsomeone who demands nothing less than the best in any area of activity,
behaviour, and so on
He is always gerfectionist when it comes to his werke doesn't take any
shortcuts.
perpetuity
(sayperpuhtyooh-uh-tee
nounendless existence
The sacrifice of the soldiers will be remembered in perpetuity thanks to the memorial.
personnel
(saypersuhnel)
nounthe group of people working for a particular organisation
The company's personnel are unhappy about the changes to their working hours.
piazza
(saypeeat-suhor peeaht-suh
nounan open square or public place in a city or town
Nothing could benore enjoyable than to drink coffee and eat cakes in the piazza!
pique
(saypeel
nounanger or hurt feelings
She had a childish fit of pique when she wasn't chosen for the team.
plaintiff
(sayplayn-tif)
nouna person who brings a court case agansteone else known as the defendant
The plaintiff had brought the case against her landlord.
plaudit
(sayplaw-duh
nounapplause or approval, especially for an admired performance
The actor received plaudit after plaudit for his remarkgideformance.
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precarious
(saypruh-kair -reeuhg
adjectiveinvolving danger
That plate is in a precarious position right on the edge of the table.
preliminary
(saypruhtlim-uhnreeor pruhlim-uhn-erry)
adjectivecoming before the main matter
Beforethe conference began, there was a preliminary gathering for everyone to meet
each other.
premonition
(saypremuh-nish-uhn)
nouna feeling that something is about to happen, usually something bad
| had a premonition that my bike would have a flat tgeel made sure | took a pump.
presidential
(sayprezuh-den-shuh)
adjectivebefitting the behaviour and demeanour of a leader
| thought | sounded very presidential when | addressed the whole assembly.
guandary
(saykwon-dreeor kwon-duh-ree
nounconfusion about the best thing to do
I'm in a quandary about what to wear to this faiurgss party.
guantitative
(saykwon-tuh-tay-tiv or kwon-tuh-tuh-tiv)
adjectivemeasured or able to be measured
The mathematicians used quantitative data to ntiagee comparisons.
quartz
(saykwawt9
nouna common mineral, used in making clocks and watches
Quartz is the most common mineral in the earth's crust.
guatrain
(saykwot-rayn)
nouna stanza or poem of four lines of verse
The first quatrain of the poewmas my favourite.
gueue
(saykyooh)
nouna line of people or vehicles waiting in turn for something
The queue for the hamburgers was too long so we decided to make do with chips.
quinine
(saykwin -eenor kwuh-neen)
nouna bitter medicine used to treatlaria
Until recent times quinine was the only treatment for malaria.
quixotic
(saykwik-sot-ik)
adjectivehaving romantic ideas about doing brave and wonderful deeds
He had quixotic ideas about helping everyone in the world.
quizzical
(saykwiz-i-kuhl)
adjectiveshowing in a way that you think something is surprising or strange
There were lots of quizzical looks when he started speaking in Klingon.
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ragamuffin

(sayrag-uh-muf-uhn)

nounsomeone who is ragged and dirty, especially a child

My grandmaoften calls me a ragamuffin because | can never stay clean.
raiment

(sayray-muhnj

nounan oldfashioned word for clothing

He was wearing the raiment of a priest.
rapport

(sayruh-paw)

nouna friendly feeling between people

My sister and | have a goadpport and can talk about anything.
rationale

(sayrashkuh-nahl)

nouna statement of reasons or principles

We were interested to hear the council's rationale for removing barbecues from the

park.
recessional

(sayruh-seshuhrruhl)

adjectiveof orrelating to a procession at the end of a church service

The choir sang a recessional hymn at the end of the service.
recipient

(sayruh-sip-eeuhni

nounsomeone who receives something

He was the recipient of last year's Nobel Peace Prize.
recompense

(sayrek-uhmpeng

verbto repay, or make a repayment to

They ought to recompense you for the money you have spent on all this food.
recoup

(sayreekoohp)

verbto regain or recover

After the drought it was impossible for the farmers to recoup beses.
reformatory

(sayruh-fawm-uh-treeor ruh-faw-muhtaw-ree

adjectivehaving to do with change

The reformatory new health laws were welcomed by most of the community.
regalia

(sayruh-gay-lee-uh)

plural nounthe emblems of royalty, such as ttrewn and sceptre

The exhibition featured all the regalia of Louis XIV, including his royal crown.
regional

(sayree-juh-nuhl)

adjectiverelating or belonging to a particular area

Our regional environmental issues include the threatened extinctiomnegérous frog

species.
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reincarnation

(sayreein-kah-nay-shuhr)

nouna newer version of something from the past

I'm interested in seeing this latest reincarnation of Romeo and Juiistall set in

the future.
reinforcements

(sayreein-faws-muhntg

plural nounan additional supply of people and equipment, as in an emergency

The police called on reinforcements to keep the crowd under control.
reluctantly

(sayruh-luk-tuhntleg

adverbunwillingly

Dad reluctantly agreed to let me have the keythéocar.
repartee

(sayrep-ahtee)

nounconversation marked by quick and clever humour

She was a popular party guest because she always engaged in witty repartee.
reprehensible

(sayrep-ruh-hen-suhbuhl)

adjectivevery bad and deserving harsh criticism

She was admonished for her reprehensible behaviour.
reprisal

(sayruh-pruyz-uhl)

nounan act which causes hurt or damage to someone, in retaliation for something

they have done

The raids on the government offices appeared to be a reprisal forilikery attack.
reputable

(sayrep-yuh-tuh-buhl)

adjectiveable to be trusted

My uncle is looking for a good secehdnd car from a reputable dealer.
requisition

(sayrek-wuh-zish-uhn)

nouna formal demand that something be done or handed over

Theemergency services will need to consider the requisition of private vehicles to

help in the evacuation.
resilient

(sayruh-zil-eeuhn)

adjectiveable to become strong, healthy or happy again after an iliness or misfortune

He showed how resilient he wlag returning to work a few days after the accident.
restitution

(sayrestuh-tyooh-shuhr)

nouna paying back of something to someone who has suffered a loss or injury, as

compensation

The company was ordered to pay restitution for deliberately misle#ukngclients.
retrospectively

(sayretroh-spektiv-lee)

adverbwith consideration of events or situations in the past

Looking at it retrospectively, maybe | shouldn't have tried to dye my hair purple.
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reversible
(sayruhrver-suhbuhl)
adjectiveof a fabric or garment, woven or printed so that either side may be exposed
He loved the fact that his jacket was reversibliee could change it depending on his
mood.
rickety
(sayrik -uh-tee
adjectiveliable to fall or collapse
The stairway wasordoned off because it was rickety and dangerous to walk on.
sabotage
(saysab-uhtahzh)
noundamage done on purpose to stop someone else being successful
The police thought the fire at the laboratory was probably sabotage.
sanctimonious
(saysangktuh-moh-neeuhg
adjectiveacting as though you have higher morals than other people
He was always making sanctimonious speeches about the awful behaviour of young
people.
scabbard
(sayskab-uhd)
nouna holder for something like the blade of a swordagger
The bandit slid the dagger out of its scabbard and waited patiently in the dark.
scoundrel
(sayskown-druhl)
nouna wicked and immoral person
My grandmother called the thief a scoundrel.
security
(saysuhkyooh-ruh-tee
nounsomething thasecures or makes safe
Installing an alarm in the house gave us an extra sense of security.
serrated
(saysuhray-tuhd)
adjectivehaving notches or teeth along its edge
It's best to cut bread with a serrated knife.
sibilant
(saysib-uh-luhnt)
adjectivehissing
| always think of snakes when | hear a sibilant sound.
sinusitis
(saysuy-nuh-suy-tuhsor suy-nyuh-suy-tuhg
nouninflammation of the sinuses
He would always come down with sinusitis just before exams.
skeletal
(sayskeluh-tuhl or skuhtlee-tuhl)
adjectivelike a skeleton
Her long iliness caused her to look pale and skeletal.
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skewbald
(sayskyooh-bawld)
adjectivehaving patches of different colours, especially of white and brown
The skewbald colt was easy to pick out from the herd.
sociable
(saysohrshuhkbuhl)
adjectivefriendly, or wanting to be with other people
She is much more sociable than her brother, and is always out with her friends.
sociology
(saysohseeol-uh-jee)
nounthe study of the development and organisation of husnaiety
It was his interest in people that led him to study sociology at university.
soiree
(sayswahray or swah-ray)
nouna social gathering in the evening
The Russian violinist played for us at the soiree.
solidarity
(saysoluh-da-ruh-teg
nounaunited front presented by members of a group with strongly held common
ideas and interests
There was solidarity among the people urging the government to increase the carer's
allowance.
soothsayer
(saysoohth-sayuh)
nounsomeone who claims to tell tfigure
The prediction of the ancient soothsayer that the world would end in the year 1000
was proved wrong.
sophisticated
(saysuhtfiss-tuh-kay-tuhd)
adjectivewise and experienced in the interests and pleasures of the world
When my sophisticated aunsits, she takes me to plays and fashionable restaurants.
spacious
(sayspay-shuh$
adjectivehaving a lot of space or room
The kitchen was spacious enough to fit a table that seated six people.
spectre
(sayspektuh)
nouna ghost
They say a stranggpectre appears in the garden every night at midnight.
spontaneous
(sayspontay-neeuhg
adjectivehappening naturally and often unexpectedly
There was a spontaneous burst of applause when the great writer walked into the
room.
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spurious
(sayspyoohreeuhg
adjectiveof reasons or an argument, based on faulty knowledge or reasoning and
therefore wrong
It was clearly a spurious claim, and later testimony showed it was completely
unfounded.
stalwart
(saystawl-wuht)
adjectivestrong and brave
Theknight was stalwart as he faced the fimeeathing dragon.
stationary
(saystay-shuhnreeor stay-shuhnerry)
adjectivenot moving
She waited until the car was stationary before opening the door.
stethoscope
(saysteth-uh-skohp
nounan instrument uselly doctors to listen to the sounds made by the heart and
lungs
The doctor placed the stethoscope on my back and listened while | took a deep breath.
stiletto
(saystuhtlet-oh)
nouna woman's shoe with a high, very narrow heel
She tripped when heatiletto wedged tightly in the drain.
stowaway
(saystoh-uh-way)
nounsomeone who hides on a ship or aircraft so they do not have to pay
The stowaway wasn't discovered until after the ship set sail.
strategy
(saystrat-uh-jee
nouna plan or schemwhich sets out how to achieve a goal
Our coach said he had a brilliant strategy for defeating the opposition in the final.
strident
(saystruy-duhn)
adjectivehaving a harsh sound
The noises had become more strident, jangling her nerves.
stringent
(saystrin-juhnt)
adjectivestrict or severe
The principal took stringent measures to prevent truancy.
submissive
(saysuhbmissiv)
adjectivegiving in obediently without asking questions or standing up for yourself
She is too submissive and people tenthke advantage of her.
subscription
(saysuhbskrip-shuhr)
nouna payment you make for club membership, an online newspaper, or something
similar
We bought her a subscription to her favourite magazine for Christmas.
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sufferance
(saysuf-uh-ruhng
nounthe condition of being tolerated, but not welcomed
She managed to get through their multitude of questions with sufferance.
suffice
(saysuhfuys)
verbto be enough
For dessert, anything with chocolate in will suffice.
suitor
(saysoohtuh)
nounsomeone who courts or woos a woman
The suitor stood for hours under her window in the rain singing mournfully of his
love.
summate
(saysuhrmayt)
verbto sum up
The jury listened as the prosecutor began to summate his argument.
supplement
(saysup-luh-muhn)
nounan extra part of a newspaper on a particular subject
The newspaper has a supplement with photos of teams playing in the grand final.
sustainable
(saysuhstayn-uh-buhl)
adjectiveable to continue for a long time without damagingeheironment
The development of sustainable agriculture is important for our environment.
symbolism
(saysim-buhtliz-uhm)
nounthe practice of representing things by symbols or of giving things a symbolic
meaning
Instead of expressing his ideas directig,used symbolism to capture the essence of
his message.
systematic
(saysisstuh-mat-ik)
adjectivehaving or using a method or plan
The teacher worked out a systematic course of reading for the boy who needed extra
help.
tambourine
(saytam-buh-reen)
nouna type of small drum which has round pieces of metal set into a frame, and is
played by hitting or shaking it
You have to have a good sense of rhythm to play the tambourine.
telecommunication
(saytel-uh-kuh-myoohnuhkay-shuhr)
nounthe sending oinformation by cable or radio waves
Almost every aspect of modern life relies heavily on telecommunication.
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tertiary
(sayter-shuhreg
adjectiveschooling at a college or university
She is not interested in tertiary education and wants to go streatghé job when she
leaves school.
testimony
(saytesstuh-muhneeor tesstun-mohneg
nouna statement of what you know to be true, given in a law court
He was called as a witness to give testimony about what he had seen.
threadbare
(saythred-bair)
adjectiveworn and thin
The towels in the old hotel were threadbare.
toboggan
(saytuh-bog-uhn)
nouna light kind of sled used for sliding over snow or ice
My little sister is too young to ski but she loves sliding down the slopes on a
toboggan.
transmogrify
(saytranzmog-ruh-fuy)
verbto change or transform as by magic
It would be nice if | could transmogrify my vegemite sandwich into a hamburger with
the works.
transparency
(saytranspair-ruhn-seeor transpa-ruhn-seg
nounsomething whichs transparent, especially a transparent photograph projected
onto a screen or looked at by light shining through from behind
We needed an overhead projector to view the transparency properly.
travelogue
(saytrav-uh-log)
nouna film or illustrated talldescribing a place you might travel to
One of my favourite shows on TV at the moment is a travelogue of a famous chef
visiting Asia.
turbulence
(sayter-byuhluhng
nounviolent disturbance or storminess in the air
A flash of lightning illuminated theeirbulence in the sky, and then it began to halil.
typify
(saytip -uh-fuy)
verbto be a typical sign of
These paintings typify the artist's early interest in desert landscapes.
typography
(saytuy-pog-ruh-fee)
nounthe general character or appearancdetype in printed material
The typography of the first printed books was uneven, but more interesting than
today's very uniform pages.
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unanimous
(sayyoohnan-uh-muhg
adjectiveshowing complete agreement
There was a unanimous decision to add fifesit to the canteen list.
undercarriage
(sayun-duh-kacrij)
nounthe parts of an aeroplane below the body, which support it on the ground or
when taking off and landing
The damaged undercarriage meant that the plane could not take off.
undeterred
(sayun-duhterd)
adjectivenot put off one's chosen path or actions
| fell over during the race, but got up and kept running, undeterred.
unfathomable
(sayun-fadh-uh-muh-buhl)
adjectivenot able to be understood
The rules of quantum physics wergathomable to him.
unveiling
(sayun-vayl-ing)
nounthe presentation of something for the first time
The unveiling of the statue in front of the town hall was an occasion of great dignity.
utterance
(sayut-uhrruhng
nounsomething spoken, such award or a cry
He was very embarrassed when his utterance was overheard, because it wasn't very
nice.
velodrome
(sayvel-uh-drohm)
nounan arena with sloping sides used for cycling races
We all crowded into the velodrome to watch the Olympic cyfilivad
vengeance
(sayvenjuhng
nounharm done to someone in return for harm they have done to you
The police thought the destructive fire was an act of vengeance.
ventilation
(sayventuh-lay-shuhr)
nounthe process of bringing in fresh air detting out stale air
The classroom didn't have very good ventilation and always felt stuffy and warm.
vocabulary
(sayvoh-kab-yuh-luh-reeor voh-kab-yuh-lerry)
nounthe total number of words used by someone or by a particular group of people
She idrying to add to her vocabulary by learning one new word a day.
ziggurat
(sayzig-uh-raf)
nouna pyramidshaped temple, in which each successive storey is smaller than that
below it so as to create a series of terrace
The Hanging Gardens of Babylon wéheught to be built in the form of a ziggurat.
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zirconium
(sayzerkoh-neeuhm)
nouna greyishwhite, soft, malleable metal
Zirconium is extracted from zircon silicate found in some sands.
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The Arts Level 4

acrylic
(sayuh-kril -ik)
adjectiverelatingto a synthetic material used in paint or clothing
You should be careful not to get any acrylic paint on your clothes while painting, as
it's hard to get out once it dries.
allargando
(sayal-uh-gan-doh)
adverbin music, progressively slower, with a fgtbund and broad style
This part of the piece should be played allargando.
applaud
(sayuh-plawd)
verbto show that you are pleased by clapping your hands
The crowd began to applaud as she bowed at the end of the performance.
artistry
(sayah-tuhstree
nounthe skill you need to create beautiful things or to perform in a way worth
remembering
His artistry on the violin is breathtaking.
ceremonious
(sayseruhrmohn-eeuhg
adjectivemarked by formalities
The launching of the ship was a vegremonious occasion.
chromatic
(saykruh-mat-ik)
adjectivehaving to do with a musical scale that moves by semitones
She practised her chromatic scales on the piano so she wouldn't make a mistake in the
exam.
concerto
(saykuhnsher-toh or kuhn-cher-toh)
nouna piece of music for one or more solo instruments, such as a piano or violin, and
an orchestra
The concerto was performed by a famous orchestra.
conjunction
(saykuhnjungk-shuhr)
nouna type of word which joins parts of a sentence together
Theword "and' is a very common conjunction.
copyright
(saykop-eeruyt)
nounthe legal right you have to protect work that you write or compose, and to
control who can copy it
Copyright is essential for authors to protect their work.
critique
(saykri-teek)
nounan article or essay reviewing something
The newspaper featured a critique of the new film.
denotation
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(saydeenohtay-shuhn

nounthe exact meaning of a word

The speaker argued that connotation is more important than denotation in language.
dolce

(saydol-chay)

adverbin music, sweetly and softly

The second movement was meant to be played dolce, so the percussionists had a rest.
epilogue

(sayep-uh-log)

nouna short section at the end of a play or written work

The epilogue gave theformation that the story was based on real events.
figurine

(sayfig-uh-reenor fig-yuh-reen)

nouna small statue or model

On the shelf was a marble figurine of a young girl.
filmography

(sayfilm-og-ruh-feg

nouna list of all the movies featuringparticular actor, or all the movies made by a

particular director

The director's filmography was listed on her website.
finale

(sayfuh-nah-lee)

nounthe last part of a concert, opera or ballet

For the finale, the pianist played a spectaculatifficult piece.
foreground

(sayfaw-grownd

nounthe part of a view or picture nearest the front or the viewer

In the foreground of the painting was a lake surrounded by ghostly trees.
Houdini

(sayhoohdeeneg

nouna US magician and escape artist was born in 1874 and died in 1926

Harry Houdini was the best magician of his time!
illustration

(sayil-uhstray -shuhr)

nouna picture in a book

The illustration at the bottom of the page shows how a tadpole turns into a frog.
instrumentalist

(sayin-struhrmen-tuhl-uhs)

nouna person who performs on a musical instrument

She worked as an instrumentalist accompanying different singers.
intermission

(sayin-tuh-mish-uhn)

nounan interval, especially during a film or a concert

There was a longueue for snacks during the intermission.
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kabuki
(saykuh-booh-keg
nouna form of Japanese popular theatre, with stylised acting, music, and dancing
In the Japanese form of theatre, kabuki, male actors play all the dramatic roles.
lagerphone
(saylah-guh-fohn)
nouna homemade percussion instrument made of beer bottle tops loosely nailed to a
broom handle
The busker shook a lagerphone as he sang.
metronome
(saymet-ruh-nohm)
nounan instrument that can be set to beat at a fixed rate and so gnightrspeed
for playing a piece of music
We practised with a metronome when the conductor couldn't make it to our rehearsal.
operetta
(sayop-uh-ret-uh)
nouna short opera, usually of a light character
Our music class was to perform an operetta atethe of term.
Paterson
(saypat-uh-suhn
nounan Australian poet and balladist of the bush who was born in 1864 and died in
1941
Probably the most famous works by Banjo Paterson are "The Man from Snowy River'
and "Waltzing Matilda'.
philharmonic
(sayfil -hahrmon-ik)
adjectivea term meaning fond of music', used in the names of some musical
societies, choirs or orchestras
The philharmonic choir was made up of hundreds of singers.
photography
(sayfuh-tog-ruh-feg)
nounthe act of producing imagegth a camera
The skill involved in photography is often underestimated.
pianola
(saypeeuh-noh-luh)
nouna type of mechanical piano that plays predetermined music when the pedals are
pressed
She didn't know how to play the piano but she could plagidm®la simply by
pressing the pedals.
Picasso
(saypuhkah-sohor puh-kassoh)
nounPablo Picasso was a Spanish painter and sculptor who was born in 1881 and
died in 1973
Picasso was one of the greatest and most influential artists of the 20th century.
Rembrandt
(sayrem-bran)
nouna Dutch painter and etcher who was born in 1606 and died in 1669
Rembrandt is regarded as one of the world's finest portrait painters.
repertory
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(sayrep-uh-treg
nouna system in which a theatre company prepares sgMaya and puts them on in
turn over a particular period of time
The theatre group performed several Shakespeare plays in repertory over the summer
season.
Sstatuette
(saystachooh-et)
nouna small statue
He bought a statuette of the Opera House so@avenir shop in Sydney.
tempera
(saytemp-uhruh)
nounpaint made from colouring matter ground in water and mixed with egg yolk or
some similar substance
The use of tempera in a painting gives the colours a rich quality.
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Food and nutrition Level 4

acetic
(sayuh-seetik or uh-setik)
adjectivesour, with a sharp smell
Vinegar has a sharp, acetic flavour.
aioli
(sayay-oh-leg
nouna thick mayonnaise containing garlic
| prefer aioli over tartare sauce with my fish and chips.
baklava
(saybak-luh-vuh or bah-kluh-vuh)
nouna cake made from thin pastry, nuts and honey
When we go to our favourite cafe, | always have a piece of sweet, sticky baklava.
biscotti
(saybis-kot-ee
plural nounltalian biscuits, often flavoured with hazelnutsatmonds
When | stay with my grandma we always have a hot drink and biscotti for afternoon
tea.
brasserie
(saybrah-suhree
nouna restaurant, especially an informal one
The chicken schnitzel the brasserie serves is so big that we often share it.
broccoli
(saybrok-uh-leeor brok-uh-luy)
nouna vegetable with thick stems and many small, green flikeheads
We added some broccoli to the tiy.
cafeteria
(saykaf-uh-teer-ree-uh)
nouna cheap sel§ervice restaurant
We had a coffee in thespital cafeteria.
caffeine
(saykaf-een)
nouna stimulating compound found in coffee and tea
The caffeine in coffee makes it hard for me to get to sleep.
cantaloupe
(saykan-tuh-loohpor kan-tuh-lohp)
nouna rockmelon
The fruit salad containedantaloupe, mango and pavaw.
caraway
(sayka-ruh-way)
nouna herb with small seeds which are used in cooking
The Indian recipe required a teaspoon of caraway seeds.
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chicory
(saychik-uh-ree
nouna blueflowered herb, the leaves of which may be useshlads, and the
powdered roots in coffee
The chicory | added to my coffee gave it a spicy taste.
croissant
(saykrwu-sont)
nouna roll of baked pastry in the shape of a crescent
| had a croissant and a coffee every morning for breakfast whenihvaance.
crostini
(saykrostee-neg
nounrounds of buttered or oiled bread baked to a crisp golden brown and served with
savoury toppings
She sliced her baguette up and baked them into crostini before adding a tomato and
onion topping.
croustade
(saykroohstahd)
nouna shell or case of pastry, fried bread, mashed potatoes, or so on, for holding a
sweet or savoury filling
| needed the pastry on my croustade to brown up nicely, otherwise the filling would
00ze out of it.
cruet
(saykrooh-uht)
nounaset of small containers for salt, pepper and mustard
| asked Sophia to pass the cruet so that | could put some salt on my steak.
digestion
(sayduy-jesschuhr)
nounthe act of or process by which you digest food
Eating your food slowly helps digestion.
dolmades
(saydol-mah-dee?
plural nounvine leaves with a savoury filling such as minced lamb, rice and
seasonings
My grandma sometimes uses cabbage leaves instead of vine leaves as a wrapping for
her dolmades.
gateau
(saygat-oh or gatoh)
nouna cakewith a sponge, biscuit or pastry base topped with fruit, jelly, cream, etc.
Our wedding cake is going to be a large gateau.
gremolata
(saygremuh-lah-tuh)
nouna mixture of chopped lemon rind, garlic and parsley that is sprinkled over meats
The chefmodified the ingredients of his gremolata to include lime instead of lemon
because his customers preferred the taste.
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gyoza
(saygyoh-zuhor geeoh-zuh)
noun(in Japanese cookery) dumplings of thin dough stuffed with a filling of minced
pork, prawnsetc.
| always order gyoza when | have Japanese.
hygienic
(sayhuy-jeertik)
adjectiveclean and sanitary
It is important to have a hygienic kitchen.
linguine
(sayling-gweeneg
noun(in Italian cookery) a style of pasta in long thin strips
| lovelinguine but | find it very messy to eat can't keep it wrapped around the
fork.
macadamia
(saymakuh-day-meeuh)
nounan edible nut with a very hard shell, grown in eastern Australia and-Easth
Asia
The shell of a macadamia is very hard, the nut inside is delicious.
malnutrition
(saymaknyoohtrish-uhn)
nounillness caused by not having enough food
Malnutrition affects millions of people around the world.
nigiri
(saynuh-gear-reg
noun(in Japanese cuisine) sliced raw fish withhaulded ball of rice underneath it
The bento box came with four pieces of nigiri, vegetable tempura, and teriyaki
chicken.
nougat
(saynooh-gah
nouna hard chewy sweet, usually white or pink and containing nuts
Traditional nougat tastes distinctly afmonds.
panforte
(saypanfaw-tay)
nouna very firm fruit and nut cake associated particularly with Siena, a town in
central Italy
| was disappointed when | saw how small the serving of panforte was, but then |
couldn't finish it because it was so deasel rich.
parfait
(saypahfay or pah-fay)
nouna dessert, served in a tall glass, made from layers of ice cream, fruit, jelly, syrup
and nuts
| didn't order an entree because | wanted to leave room for a parfait for dessert.
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roughage
(sayruf-ij)
nounthe coarser kinds or parts of fodder or food, of less nutritive value, especially
those which assist digestion
The sheep did well because they had a balanced diet of roughage and food
concentrates.
smorgasbord
(saysmaw-guhzbawd
nouna meal whergou help yourself to a great variety of food laid out on a table
The Italian seafood smorgasbord was delicious.
sturgeon
(sayster-juhn)
nouna large fish found in the northern areas of the world
The eggs of the sturgeon can be salted and eateavée.
tempura
(saytempoohruh)
nouna Japanese dish in which seafood or vegetables are coated in a light batter and
deepfried in oil
We always have vegetable tempura at our local Japanese restaurant.
umami
(sayoohrmah-meg
nouna taste categoryistinguished from sweet, sour, salt, and bitter, which is
common to savoury food such as meat, cheese, mushrooms, etc.
All foods fall into one of five different taste categoriesweet, sour, salt, bitter or
umami.
vinegary
(sayvi-ni-guh-reg
adjectivesour
The marinated vegetables had a vinegary taste.
zucchini
(sayzuhkee-neeor zoohkeeneg
nouna small, green vegetable marrow, usually picked when very young
| sometimes spiralise zucchini and use it as a substitute for spaghetti.
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Geography Level 4

Andorra
(sayandaw-ruh)
nouna principality in southwestern Europe, in the eastern Pyrenees between France
and Spain
Andorra is a tiny country in the mountains north of Spain.
Bhutan
(sayboohtan or boohtahn)
nouna kingdom incentral Asia, in the Himalayas, bordered by China and India
Part of the Himalayas is in the kingdom of Bhutan.
caldera
(saykal-dair-ruh)
nouna large crater formed by the explosion or sinking of the cone of a volcano
There was a mist over the laketire volcano's caldera.
constellation
(saykon-stuhtlay-shuhr)
nouna group of stars
The Southern Cross is the most widely known constellation in the southern
hemisphere.
Damascus
(sayduhrmasskuhg
nounthe capital of Syria, in the southestern part
Damascus is reputed to be the oldest continuously existing city in the world.
Harare
(sayhuhrah-reg
nouna city in and capital of Zimbabwe, in the nedhstern part
Our flight to Zimbabwe takes us straight to its capital Harare.
Himalayas
(sayhim-uh-lay-uh2)
plural nouna lofty mountain system extending about 2400 km along the border
between India and Tibet
The highest peak of the Himalayas is Mount Everest.
Kalahari
(saykal-uh-hah-reg
nouna desert region in southestern Africa, largelyn Botswana
Thousands of years ago, the Kalahari was thriving with life and there were many
lakes there.
longitude
(saylong-guh-tyood)
nounthe distance, measured in degrees, by which a point on the earth is east or west
of Greenwich in England
We hado find the longitude and latitude of each of the capital cities in Australia.
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Montenegro
(saymontuh-negroh or montuh-neegroh)
nouna republic in souteastern Europe, bordered by Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Serbia, Kosovo, Albania, and the AdriaBiea
Montenegro is one of the Balkan States, in southern Europe.
moraine
(saymawrayn)
nouna ridge, or irregular mass of rocks, gravel, sand and clay, carried in or on a
glacier
The moraine was evidence that a glacier had once formed there.
Myanmar
(saymeeuhn-mahor meean-mah
nouna republic in Soutttast Asia, bordered by Bangladesh, India, China, Laos and
Thailand
Many people know Myanmar by its former name of Burma.
Mycenae
(saymuy-seened
nounan ancient city in southern Greece
If you goto Greece you should visit the ruins of the ancient city Mycenae.
Nairobi
(saynuy-roh-beg
nounthe capital of Kenya, in the southern part
For our Kenya safari, it was most direct to fly into Nairobi.
Olympia
(sayuh-lim-peeuh)
nouna plain inancient Elis, Greece, where the Olympic Games were held
The Olympic Games were named after the plains of Olympia, because that is where
the first competitions were held.
Ottawa
(sayot-uh-wuh)
nounthe capital of Canada, in sotgastern Ontario
Thestreet signs in Ottawa, the capital of Canada, are in both French and English.
pinnacle
(saypin-uh-kuhl)
nouna high, pointed mountain top
We cannot be sure if the missing climber ever reached the pinnacle of the Matterhorn.
Polynesia
(saypol-uh-neezhuh
nounan area of the Pacific Ocean consisting of several island groups, extending from
Hawaii south to New Zealand
Samoa and Tonga are two of the major island groups of Polynesia.
Portugal
(saypaw-chuhguhl)
nouna republic in southwesternEurope
Portugal has some of the best surf beaches in Europe.
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Quebec
(saykwuh-bek)
nouna province in eastern Canada
Quebec is a province in Canada where most people speak French.
solstice
(saysotstuhg
nounone of the two times each year whendhba is furthest away from the equator
and the longest or shortest day occurs
The winter solstice occurs around the 22nd of June.
Switzerland
(sayswits-uh-luhnd)
nouna federal republic in western central Europe, in the Alps and the Jura Mountains
Watches from Switzerland are supposed to be the best in the world.
tombolo
(saytom-buh-loh)
nouna narrow strip of sand linking an island or rock with the mainland
We walked out over the tombolo to get to the island.
troposphere
(saytrop-uhsfear
nounthe inner layer of the Earth's atmosphere
The Earth's weather takes place in the troposphere.
tsunami
(saysoohnah-meeor tsoohnah-meg
nounan extremely large, often destructive sea wave caused by an earthquake beneath
the sea
Our class held &ake stall to raise money for people affected by the tsunami.
Tunisia
(saytyoohniss-eeuh or tyooh-niz-eeuh)
nouna republic in northern Africa on the Mediterranean Sea, bordered by Algeria and
Libya
You have to go to Tunisia if you want to seeati@ent ruins of Carthage.
Yosemite
(sayyoh-semuh-teg
nouna deep valley in the US, in eastern California, in the Sierra Nevada mountains; a
part of Yosemite National Park
We saw a black bear on our tour of Yosemite.
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Plants and animals Level 4

acacia
(sayuh-kay-shuhor uh-kay-seeuh)
nouna wattle tree
In Australia, we usually refer to the acacia as a wattle tree.
agistment
(sayuhjist-muhn)
nounthe act of taking in and feeding livestock for payment
Her horse was out on agistment becasise lived in an apartment in the city.
antenna
(sayanten-uh)
nouna feeler found on the head of some animals
| knew there was some kind of bug hiding in the curtains because | could see an
antenna poking out.
aspidistra
(sayasspuhdisstruh)
nounatype of plant bearing large, evergreen leaves
If you have trouble keeping plants alive then you should get an aspiditey're
very hardy!
azalea
(sayuh-zay-lee-uh)
nouna shrub which produces attractive flowers in spring
The azalea growing nedine front gate is covered in bright pink flowers.
barnacle
(saybah-nuhkuhl)
nouna crustacean that attaches itself to the bottom of ships, floating timber and
marine rocks
He cut his foot on a barnacle attached to a piece of driftwood on the beach.
barringtonia
(saybaring-toh-neeuh)
nouna type of tree found on tropical coasts in Asia, Australia and the western Pacific
The hard fruit and seeds of the barringtonia are often found on eastern Australian
beaches.
camellia
(saykuhrmeelee-uh)
nounone of several shrubs or trees with glossy evergreen leaves and white, pink, or
red, waxy, roselike flowers
The camellia flowers best when planted in a semaided area.
chimpanzee
(saychim-panzeq
nouna large monkey from Africa which spends muclitefife in the trees
We saw a baby chimpanzee at the zoo.
chinchilla
(saychin-chil-uh)
nouna small South American rodent which are farmed for their soft fur
Chinchilla colonies can be found in the wild in Chile.
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cockerel
(saykok-uhrruhl or kok-ruhl)
nouna young domestic rooster
The rooster was not intimidated by the young cockerel.
conservatory
(saykuhnser-vuh-treeor kuhnser-vuh-taw-ree
nouna room or building made of glass, where plants are grown
He had a conservatory full of rasnd exotic plants.
coyote
(saykoy-oh-teeor kuy-oh-tee
nouna North American wild dog which makes a long, sad sound at night
We heard a coyote howling at night on our camping trip in Yellowstone National
Park
cygnet
(saysig-nuh)
nouna young swan
The cygnet paddled across the lake behind the adult swans.
echidna
(sayuh-kid -nuh)
nouna spiny, aneating animal which lays eggs and feeds its young with its own milk
The echidna can be found all over Australia.
espalier
(sayuhspal-yuh or uhspal-eeay)
nouna trellis or framework on which fruit trees, vines or shrubs are trained to grow
flat
The peach tree is growing on an espalier which is attached to the wall of the
courtyard.
germinate
(sayjerm-uh-nayi)
verbto begin to grow or develop
The seeds will take at least fourteen days to germinate.
hippopotamus
(sayhip-uh-pot-uh-muhg
nouna large African mammal with short legs and a heavy body, that lives around
lakes and rivers
A hippopotamus likes nothing better than a swim in the mud.
hyssop
(sayhiss-uhp)
nouna type of herb with blue flowers
Hyssop is a herb which is sometimes used as a natural remedy for sore throats.
larapinta
(sayla-ruh-pin-tuh)
nouna small marsupial found in central Australian areas
The larapinta has a lontail and a prominent stripe on its face.
magnolia
(saymagnoh-lee-uh)
nouna large tree with spectacular flowers
The garden is beautiful when the magnolia is in bloom.
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malamute

(saymal-uhrmooh)

nounan Arctic sled dog, noted for its strength amdiurance

My favourite dog is the malamute but where | live it's too hot to have one.
organism

(sayaw-guh-niz-uhm)

nounany form of animal or plant life

She could see the tiny organism under the microscope.
perennial

(saypuhren-eeuhl)

adjectiverelating to a plant with a life cycle of more than two years

She planted a row of perennial shrubs along the fence.
photinia

(sayfuh-tin-eeuh)

nouna deciduous or evergreen tree or shrub with leaves that are bright red when

immature

The bright redeaves makes it easy to identify a photinia.
planktivore

(sayplangk-tuh-vaw)

nounan organism which feeds on plankton

| was very happy to find out that the whale shark was a planktivore.
polyp

(saypol-uhp)

nouna type of coelenterate which has a batsached to a rock, and so on, a tubelike

body, and a free end with mouth and tentacles

One type of polyp is the sea anemone, but there are many others.
prehensile

(saypreehen-suyl)

adjectiveof an animal's tail or paw, suited for seizing or grasping

Many types of possum have a prehensile tail.
protea

(sayproh-teeuh)

nouna southern African shrub with large showy flowers

The flowers of the protea look very striking arranged in a vase.
scavenger

(sayskavw-uhnjuh)

nounan animal which eats flestom dead animals

The hyena is a scavenger and has strong jaws for crushing bones.
spinifex

(sayspin-uh-feks)

nouna kind of spiny grass

The property abounded in spinifex and stunted saltbush.
tortoiseshell

(saytaw-tuh-she)

nouna hard, yellowbrowncovering of a turtle, used in the past to make combs and

other items

On the dressing table were her sikmacked hairbrushes and a long tortoiseshell

comb.
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wrasse
(sayras3g
nouna marine fish, usually a brilliant colour, with thick lips
Thehumpheaded wrasse is common in the Great Barrier Reef.
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Science and Technology Level 4

calculus

(saykal-kyuh-luhs)

nouna method of calculation which uses a special system of algebra

Calculus is a branch of maths which is used a lot in scienceiagitieering.
circuitry

(sayser-kuh-tree

nouna system of electrical current pathways

The toaster stopped working because of a problem in its circuitry.
conductivity

(saykon-duk-tiv-uh-teg

nounthe ability of a substance to conduct heat, electrarityound

Copper is commonly used for electrical wiring because it has a high conductivity.
crowdsourcing

(saykrowd -sawsing)

nounthe issuing of a task to a number of individuals, often online, as a means of

solving a problem, collecting data, providingto-date information, etc.

The traffic app uses crowdsourcing to get the latest information from its users.
cryptogram

(saykrip -tuh-gram

nouna message or writing in secret characters

Many have tried to break the code, but the cryptogram remuaisslved to this day.
cyberspace

(saysuy-buh-spacé

nounthe internet

She spent hours at the computer lost in cyberspace.
electricity

(sayel-uhk-triss-uh-teg

nouna form of energy which can be used for heating, lighting, driving a motor, and

otherthings

We had no electricity in our house because a falling tree had brought down the wires.
elementary

(sayel-uh-men-tuh-ree

adjectivesimple or basic

Atoms are the elementary building blocks of all matter.
evaporation

(sayeevap-uh-ray-shuhr)

nounthe act or process of water turning to vapour

Evaporation increases as the temperature increases.
experiment

(sayek-sperun-muhn)

nouna test carried out to discover something

My experiment didn't work because | used the wrong quantities.
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frequency
(sayfree-kwuhn-seg
nounthe rate of movements in a sound wave
What is the frequency of your favourite radio station?
hygrometer
(sayhuy-grom-uh-tuh)
nounan instrument for determining the humidity of the atmosphere
We hung the hygrometer on a tia®d then waited for five minutes before measuring
the humidity.
hypothesis
(sayhuy-poth-uh-suhg
nounan idea put forward as a useful starting point for a discussion or scientific
investigation
The scientist proposed the hypothesis that the earthmmab older than commonly
thought.
inertia
(sayin-er-shubh
nounthe tendency of something to continue to stay still or keep moving in the same
direction
In our physics class we learned that inertia is the force that makes an object keep
moving until itis stopped by an outside force.
krypton
(saykrip -ton)
nouna gaseous element
Krypton is a gas which is used in some camera flashes.
magnesium
(saymagneezeeuhm)
nouna light silverwhite metal
Magnesium is often used in fireworks as it burns witlazezling white light.
megapixel
(saymeg-uh-pik-suhl)
nounone million pixels, usually in reference to the degree of fineness in the
reproduction of a digital image
The higher the megapixel count of an image the better the resolution is.
meniscus
(saymuhrnisskuhg
nounthe curved upper surface of a column of liquid
Our science teacher told us to observe the curved meniscus at the top of the liquid in
the beaker.
methodology
(saymethuh-dol-uh-jee)
nouna system of procedures used in a particaitea of study
The success of the experiment was helped by a sound methodology.
microprocessor
(saymuy-kroh-proh-sesuh)
nounthe most important electronic chip in a computer
A computer would not be able to work without a microprocessor.
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nanoparticle

(saynan-oh-pahtik-uhl)

nouna microscopic particle whose size is measured in nanometres

Their equipment was sensitive enough to pick up a nanopatrticle.
permutation

(saypermyuh-tay-shuhr)

nounthe changing of the order of the items in a group or set

BCA is a permutation of the letters ABC.
perpendicular

(sayperpuhndik-yuh-luh)

adjectivemeeting a line or surface at right angles

This instrument will indicate if the wall is exactly perpendicular to the floor.
probability

(sayprob-uh-bil-uh-teg

nouna likelihood or chance of something

The probability that the solution will combust goes up if you increase its temperature.
programming

(sayproh-graming)

nounthe writing of instructions in a computer language which will cause a computer

to perform a particular operation

My sister is studying programming because she loves working with computers.
satellite

(saysat-uh-luyt)

nounan object sent into orbit around the Earth or around another planet to send

information back to Earth

Thesatellite transmitted images of Mercury's surface back to Earth.
simulator

(saysim-yuh-lay-tuh)

nouna device used in training or experiments that simulates movement or flight

Pilots begin their training on a simulator before actually flying a plane.
theorem

(saythear-ruhm)

nouna statement containing something to be proved in mathematics

Our maths teacher showed us two different ways to prove the theorem.
vacuum

(sayvak-yoohm)

nouna space that has absolutely nothing in it

Because there wasvacuum in the bottle, the flame went out.
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General Level 5

abomination
(sayuh-bom-uh-nay-shuhr)
nounsomething which is greatly disliked or abhorred
Poverty is a global abomination.
abseiling
(sayab-sayling)
nounthe sport of lowering yourself dovancliff or wall, using a rope attached to a
harness
They found a low cliff that would be suitable for beginners to try abseiling.
accessory
(sayuhk-sesuh-ree

nounan additional part or object which adds to the attractiveness or convenience of an

outfit or unit

The fake moustache really wasn't the right accessory for the ball gown.
acclaimed

(sayuh-klaymd)

adjectivepraised or applauded

The city is acclaimed for its beautiful harbour.
acclimatise

(sayuh-kluy -muh-tuyz)

verbto get used to aew climate or different conditions

| don't think | would ever acclimatise to living in Antarcticd don't like the cold at

all!
acquisitive

(sayuh-kwiz-uh-tiv)

adjectiveeager to collect things

She is an acquisitive person whose main interd#eiis shopping.
acrobatically

(sayak-ruh-bat-ik-leg)

adverbin a manner where great gymnastic skill is displayed

The fullback scored a try by leaping acrobatically over his opponent and rolling into

a somersault over the line.
adherent

(sayuhd-hear-ruhntor uhd-he-ruhnj

nounsomeone who follows or supports a person or idea

My dad is an adherent of Charles Darwin and his theory of natural selection.
advantageous

(sayadvantay-juhs)

adjectiveuseful or beneficial

It was advantageous for tlahletes to run in the inside lane.
affectionate

(sayuh-fek-shuhknuh)

adjectivehaving or showing great love or affection

The puppy is very affectionate and is always trying to lick the children's faces.
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affirmative
(sayuh-fer-muhttiv)
adjectiveagreeing
We were pleased with our mother's affirmative response to our idea.
aggradation
(sayagruh-day-shuhr)
nounthe raising of the level of a river bed by the depositing of stones and soil
Many rivers undergo aggradation near their mouths.
alacrity
(sayuh-lak-ruh-teg
nouncheerful willingness
She set about the job with alacrity.
allegretto
(sayal-uh-gret-oh)
adverbin music, played or sung at a rapid tempo
She had to practise the passage slowly before she could play it allegretto.
alleviate
(sayuh-lee-veeayt)
verbto make easier to bear
She knew that a hot bath would alleviate the soreness in her legs after such a long
bushwalk.
altruistic
(sayal-troohisstik)
adjectiveconcerned for the welfare of others
His altruistic attitude hasvon him many friends because he always wants to help
people.
amateurish
(sayam-uh-tuh-rish or am-uh-chuhrish)
adjectivecharacteristic of someone who performs for pleasure and not professionally
The game was amateurish but everyone enjoyed it anyway.
ambivalent
(sayamtbiv-uh-luhnt)
adjectiveunable to make up your mind due to conflicting feelings
She felt ambivalent about going to the partig would be fun, but she was very tired.
ameliorate
(sayuh-meelee-uhrrayt)
verbto improve, or to maker become better
The farmer said the rains would ameliorate the effects of the drought.
amnesia
(sayam-neezhuh or am-neezeeuh)
nounloss of memory
Because of his amnesia, he no longer remembered whether he liked chilli or not.
analgesic
(sayanuhl-jee-zik)
nouna medicine that removes or reduces pain
She took an analgesic and soon her headache was gone.
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analogous

(sayuh-nal-uh-guhsor uh-nal-uh-juhs)

adjectivesimilar or comparable in some way

Our problems were analogous, so | was ablgit@ her some advice.
analytical

(sayanuhtlit-i-kuhl)

adjectiverelating to or using logical reasoning

Her analytical mind helps her solve problems.
anchorage

(sayang-kuherij)

nouna place where you can anchor a boat

They tried to find a sheltereahchorage for the yacht before the storm hit.
ancillary

(sayansil-uh-ree

adjectiveacting to help or support

The ancillary staff at school do a good job helping the teachers.
anecdote

(sayan-uhk-doh)

nouna short story that tells about a funnyirteresting person or event

She kept us entertained with an anecdote about her family.
anguish

(sayang-gwish)

nounvery great pain or sorrow

The disappearance of his dog caused him great anguish.
annelid

(sayan-uh-lid)

nouna group of worms includingarthworms, leeches and various marine worms,

characterised by their ringed or segmented bodies

The leech is my least favourite type of annelid.
antecedent

(sayantuh-seeduhn

adjectivegoing or being before something

The misunderstanding could bgplained by the succession of antecedent events.
antepenultimate

(sayanteepuhnul-tuh-muhi

adjectivelast but two

| prefer to say | came antepenultimate in the race instead of third last.
antiquated

(sayan-tuh-kway-tuhd)

adjectiveold-fashioned opout of date

We thought that Grandma's washing machine was quite antiquated compared to ours.
antiseptic

(sayantuh-septik)

nouna chemical used to kill germs that produce disease

We cleaned the cut with antiseptic before putting a bandage on it.
antithesis

(sayanttith -uh-suhg

nounthe direct opposite

Her confident manner was the antithesis of her brother's shyness.
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archaic
(sayah-kay-ik)
adjectivecharacteristic of an earlier period of time
"Forsooth' and "begone' are two archaic Enghgbrds.
archetype
(sayah-kuh-tuyp)
nouna typical example
With his surbleached hair and tanned skin, he is the archetype of a surfer.
aristocracy
(sayaruh-stok-ruh-seg
nounin some societies, the people of highest rank
In Europe, the aristocracgnce ruled the scalled “lower' classes.
arraignment
(sayuhrrayn-muhn)
nounthe calling up of an accused person before the court
The judge called for the arraignment of the suspect.
asbestos
(sayassbesstosy
nouna substance once used dsudding material and which does not burn
Many countries have banned the use of asbestos because it can cause serious illness.
asthmatic
(sayassmat-ik)
adjectiverelating to or suffering from a type of respiration disorder
She had a puffer for hasthmatic wheeze.
atrocity
(sayuh-tross-uh-tee
nouna terribly wicked or cruel act
The bombing of the city was considered a terrible atrocity.
aubergine
(sayoh-buhzheenoh-buh-jeen
nouna large, dark purple, more or less egped fruit, used asvagetable
An aubergine is also known as an eggplant.
authoritarian
(sayaw-tho-ruh-tair -reeuhn)
adjectiveacting without considering people's freedom
The people were overjoyed when the authoritarian government was overthrown in the
elections.
automaton
(sayaw-tom-uh-tuhn)
nouna robot, or someone who acts like a robot
Some mornings when | am very tired, | get dressed and have my breakfast like an
automaton.
axiomatic
(sayak-seeuh-mat-ik)
adjectivegenerally accepted as true
It is axiomatic that practice leads to better performance.
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bailiff
(saybay-luhf)
nouna law officer employed to deliver court orders, collect payments of debts, and so
on
The baliliff handed the judge the evidence.
balaclava
(saybatuh-klah-vuh)
nounaknitted woollen hood that covers the whole head except for the face
The thief was hard to identify because he wore a balaclava.
barrister
(sayba-ruhstuh)
nouna lawyer whose main work is presenting cases in court
The barrister questioned the witndes nearly an hour.
basilica
(saybuhsil-ik-uh)
nouna large oblong building in Roman times
In Roman times, the basilica was used as a meeting place.
beneficiary
(saybenuh-fish-uh-reg
nounsomeone who receives assistance, especially money leftiin a
The local art gallery was the main beneficiary of the artist's will.
bespectacled
(saybeespektuh-kuhld)
adjectivewearing glasses
All bespectacled people should think about wearing contact lenses if they plan to go
snorkelling, because glassesn't fit under the masks.
betrothed
(saybuhtrohdhd)
adjectiveengaged to be married
My grandmother was betrothed to my grandfather for a year before they married.
biosphere
(saybuy-uh-sfea)
nounthe part of the earth where living organisms areetdound
All the earth's creatures live within the biosphere.
blasphemy
(sayblassfuh-meé
nounwords or actions showing disrespect for God or sacred things
The author who criticised the Bible was accused of blasphemy.
boudoir
(saybooh-dwahor boohdwah)
nouna woman's bedroom or private room
My grandmother's boudoir always smelt of jasmine and talcum powder.
cachet
(saykash-ay or kashay)
nounprestige or distinction
She invited her famous friend along, because she thought he woulceddia
cachet to the party.
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capacious

(saykuh-pay-shuhg

adjectiveable to hold a lot

She pulled an umbrella, a pineapple and a straw hat out of her capacious bag.
capricious

(saykuh-prish-uhskuh-preeshuhg

adjectivesuddenly changing your mingithout apparent reason

She is so capricious, it's hard to know what she'll do next!
catapult

(saykat-uh-pult)

nouna Y-shaped stick with a length of elastic joined to the prongs, used for shooting

stones at things

In some shooting competitionssiaall catapult is used to launch targets into the air.
catastrophe

(saykuh-tasstruh-feg)

nouna sudden disaster

Many houses were lost in the catastrophe.
cavalier

(saykav-uh-lear)

adjectivenot caring about important things

Some people thought had a cavalier attitude towards safety in the surf.
celerity

(saysuhtle-ruh-teg

noungreat speed or swiftness

She took her hand off the hot stove with great celerity.
cemetery

(saysemuh-treeor semuh-terry)

nouna burial ground

We sometimes go tbe cemetery to visit my grandfather's grave.
cenotaph

(saysenuh-tahf)

nouna structure built in memory of those killed in war

They laid a wreath at the cenotaph to show their respect for the fallen soldiers.
chagrin

(sayshuhgrin or shagruhn)

nouna feeling of anger and disappointment

| realised, to my chagrin, that my foolishness had cost our team the honour of winning

the competition.
chalet

(sayshal-ay)

nouna small house in the mountains, sometimes used as a holiday house

My cousins wergery lucky-- they stayed in a luxurious chalet at the ski resort.
chartreuse

(sayshahtrerz or shahtroohs)

adjectivelight green with a yellowish tinge

The chartreuse walls were the same colour as very pale lettuce leaves.
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cheongsam
(saychongsam)
nouna straight dress with a slit skirt, often made of silk, and originally worn by
Chinese women
My cousin visiting from China wore a beautiful red cheongsam to the party.
chintz
(saychintg
nounshiny, brightly patterned cotton material, used to nwakéains and furniture
coverings
The curtains and cushion covers were made from chintz.
cholera
(saykol-uhrruh)
nounan infectious tropical disease of the digestive system which can be fatal
Many people died of cholera in the epidemic.
circadian
(sayserkay-deeuhn)
adjective(of physiological activity) occurring approximately every 24 hours
We had jet lag because our circadian rhythms were disrupted after our flight from
New York.
coherent
(saykoh-hear-ruhnj
adjectiveclear and well thought out
They presented a coherent argument for building a new school hall.
coir
(saykoy-uh)
nounthe prepared fibre of the coconut, used in making rope, matting, etc.
They covered the floor of the hut with coir matting.
colliery
(saykol-yuh-reeor kol-eeuh-ree
nouna coal mine with all its buildings and equipment
Every miner entering the colliery must wear a safety helmet and safety boots.
colloquial
(saykuh-loh-kweeuhl)
adjectivesuitable for casual, informal, or everyday language
"This arvo'is a colloquial way of saying “this afternoon'.
commemorate
(saykuh-mem-uh-rayf)
verbto honour the memory of someone or something
There were lengthy discussions on how to commemorate the Anzac Day centenary.
commissioner
(saykuh-mish-uh-nuh)
nounagovernment official in charge of a department, such as the police force,
ambulance service, and so on
The police commissioner advised the media that the matter was still under
investigation.
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compatible
(saykuhm-pat-uh-buhl)
adjectiveable to agree axist side by side
The various emergency services have set up compatible systems to improve response
time.
concertina
(saykon-suhtee-nuh)
nouna small musical instrument like an accordion
Learning to play the concertina can be quite difficult.
conglomerate
(saykuhn-glom-uh-ruht)
nounanything that has been gathered into a mass from different elements
The conglomerate of rocks and concrete made a strong building material.
connotation
(saykonuh-tay-shuhn
nounthe broad range of associatidhat are attached to a word, so that it has more
than just a literal meaning
The term 'the bush' has a different connotation to what it has in other parts of the
world.
consciousness
(saykon-shuhsnuhg
nounmental awareness
She regained consciousnegsen the anaesthetic wore off.
contemporaneous
(saykuhntem-puhray-neeuhg
adjectivetaking place during the same period of time
The two events were contemporaneous but happened in different countries.
contralto
(saykuhntral -toh or kuhnttrahl -toh)
adjectiverelating to the lowest range of musical notes which can be sung by a female
singer
The contralto part in the choir is too low for her voice.
conurbation
(saykon-er-bay-shuhn)
nouna large heavily populated area formed by growth andrheual joining
together of previously separate towns
The conurbation of Sydney keeps spreading further and further outwards.
counsellor
(saykown-suhluh)
nounan adviser, especially a psychologist
The school counsellor gave me some good advice obésivio manage my time.
crinoline
(saykrin -uh-luhn)
nouna petticoat of stiff material, which used to be worn by women under a full skirt
My sister had to wear a crinoline for the school play.
decommission
(saydeekuh-mish-uhn)
verbto remove fronservice
The navy had plans to decommission the submarine after its next voyage.
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delirium
(sayduh-lear-reeuhm)
nouna state of wild excitement or emotion
The crowd was in a delirium of joy when their team came back from twenty points
behind to win thgame!
diuretic
(sayduy-yoohret-ik)
nouna substance which causes an increased flow of urine

Don't drink too much coffee, as it's a diuretic and we have a long bus trip ahead of us

with very few toilet stops.
draconian
(saydruh-koh-neeuhn)
adjectiveharsh or severe
| understand that there is a need for rules but some of them are just draconian!
euphotic
(sayyoohfoh-tik)
adjectivereferring to the top part of the sea, to about 100 metres down from the
surface
Sea plants that need sunlightsiervive must live in the euphotic zone, where sunlight
can reach.
genuflect
(sayjen-yuh-flekt)
verbto bend your knee or knees, especially as a mark of respect or worship
In some countries, it's customary to both genuflect and kiss the hand of tioe king
queen.
geocaching
(sayjee-oh-kashing or jee-oh-kayshing)
nouna game in which players try to find hidden objects using satellite navigation
Using the internet and GPS devices makes geocaching like -ddiglreasure hunt!
gratuitous
(saygruhtyooh-uh-tuhg
adjectivewithout reason, cause or excuse
His nasty comments were completely gratuitous.
haiku
(sayhuy-koohor huy-kooh)
nouna Japanese form of poem which has 17 syllables and three lines
There was a beautiful haiku engraved at the mamorial.
hallucination
(sayhuhtlooh-suhnay-shuhrn)
nounsomething which someone imagines they have seen or heard
| thought | saw a large, cool drink in front of me but it was just a hallucination.
homily
(sayhom-uh-lee)
nouna religious talk
Theminister's homily was on the subject of compassion.
homogenise
(sayhuhrmoj-uh-nuy2)
verbto treat milk so that the fat globules become evenly dispersed
The only way to stop cream from floating to the top of milk is to homogenise it.
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horology

(sayhuhrol-uh-jee)

nounthe science of making clocks or watches, or of measuring time

Many advances have been made in horology since the invention of computers.
humanitarian

(sayhyoohmantuh-tair -reeuhn)

adjectiveconcerned with helping people who liveliad conditions or are suffering

She works with a charity providing humanitarian aid in Africa.
idiosyncratic

(sayid-eeoh-sin-krat -ik)

adjectiveunique to a particular person

She was dressed in her usual idiosyncratic styteld socks and a brigipurple hat.
illuminati

(sayil-ooh-muh-nah-te@

plural nounpeople who have or claim to have special knowledge, especially of a

religious nature

He is interested in the writings of the 1&tbntury French illuminati.
immunisation

(sayim-yuh-nuy-zay-shuhr)

nounthe action of making a person or animal safe from infection

| have to go to the doctor for my immunisation next week.
impeccable

(sayim-pek-uh-buhl)

adjectivewithout any faults

The principal said she was proud of our impeccable behawanuhe excursion.
imperturbable

(sayim-puhtter-buh-buhl)

adjectivenot able to be easily shaken or excited

She maintained an imperturbable state of mind during the emergency.
impetigo

(sayim-puhtuy-goh)

nouna contagious skin disease, especiallgrofdren

Once one of the children got impetigo, the others all caught it too.
impressionism

(sayim-presh-uh-niz-uhm)

nouna style of painting which was concerned with the analysis of tone and colour and

with the effects of light on surfaces

Impressionism was a style of painting which developed in France in thES300s.
inaccurate

(sayin-ak-yuh-ruht)

adjectivenot exactly right or correct

The measurements proved to be inaccurate because the equipment was faulty.
inappropriate

(sayin-uh-proh-preeuht)

adjectivenot suitable for a particular use or situation

She was reprimanded for her inappropriate behaviour.
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incarceration
(sayin-kah-suhray-shuhr)
nounthe situation of being held in prison
After years of incarceration he could rget used to ordinary life in the community.
inchoate
(sayin-koh-aytor in-koh-ayt)
adjectivejust begun and not fully formed
The young student had an inchoate understanding of politics.
incinerate
(sayin-sin-uhrrayt)
verbto burn to ashes
It's nowillegal to incinerate rubbish in your backyard.
inconceivable
(sayin-kuhn-seevuh-buhl)
adjectiveunimaginable or incredible
Twenty years ago it would have been inconceivable that people would equip new
houses with water tanks.
indistinguishable
(sayin-duhsting-gwish-uh-buhl)
adjectivenot able to be made out or identified
Her face was indistinguishable in the darkness.
inexhaustible
(sayin-eg-zawstuh-buhl)
adjectiveendless
She seems to have an inexhaustible supply of bad jokes.
ingenuity
(sayin-juh-nyooh-uh-teg
nounthe quality of being inventive
He showed great ingenuity to escape from prison using only a cotton bud and a piece
of string.
insinuate
(sayin-sin-yooh-ayt)
verbto suggest or hint slyly
He always seems to insinuate thinggher than being straightforward.
insurmountable
(sayin-suhrmown-tuh-buhl)
adjectivenot able to be overcome
Lack of water proved to be an insurmountable problem for the township.
intelligentsia
(sayin-tel-uh-jent-seeuh)
plural nounintellectualpeople viewed as a social class
The nation's intelligentsia were gathered for a conference on university funding.
interdisciplinary
(sayin-tuh-dissuh-pluhnreeor in-tuh-diss-uh-pluhnerry)
adjectiveof or relating to educational courses, in which twenore areas of learning
work together
The new course was an interdisciplinary one involving the departments of psychology
and sociology.
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interrogation

(sayin-te-ruh-gay-shuhr)

nounthe act of questioning someone closely to find out something

Theinterrogation of the suspect took more than four hours because he wouldn't name

his accomplices.
interrogative

(sayin-tuh-rog-uh-tiv)

adjectivehaving to do with a question or suggesting a question

She gave him an interrogative look as she waitethiforeply.
invidious

(sayin-vid-eeuhg

adjectiveattracting envious dislike

He is in an invidious position, as he is sure to be criticised whatever he does.
iridescent

(sayi-ruh-desuhni

adjectivedisplaying colours like those of the rainbow

Thetrapeze artists looked dazzling in their iridescent costumes.
irrefutable

(sayi-ruh-fyooh-tuh-buhl or i-ref-yuh-tuh-buhl)

adjectivenot able to be disproved

No-one could find fault with the irrefutable logic of her argument.
irrelevant

(sayi-rel-uh-vuhn)

adjectivenot connected with the current topic or issue

Try to stay on the subject and don't waste time on irrelevant details.
irreparable

(sayi-rep-uh-ruh-buhl or i-ruh-pair -ruh-buhl)

adjectivenot able to be fixed or repaired

The mechanisaid the damage to the car was irreparable.
irrepressible

(sayi-ruh-pres-uh-buhl)

adjectivenot able to be controlled or restrained

Even when things were at their worst, her optimism was irrepressible.
jojoba

(sayhuh-hoh-buh)

nouna kind of shrubpative to Mexico and parts of the United States

The seeds of the jojoba contain a liquid which is used in making cosmetics.
juggernaut

(sayjug-uh-nawi)

nounany large, destructive force

The juggernaut of army tanks moved towards the battleline.
jurisdiction

(sayjoohruhsdik -shuhr)

nounthe authority to make a judgement

The industrial court does not have jurisdiction to decide on that kind of dispute.
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jurisprudence
(sayjoohruhsprooh-duhng
nounthe science or philosophy of law
Scholarsof jurisprudence ask questions like what is the goal of law and whether we
should obey the law.
kibbutz
(saykib-oots)
nounan Israeli farming settlement whose management, work and products are shared
He spent six months on a kibbutz not far fimrusalem.
liaise
(saylee-ayz)
verbto communicate and act together
We will have to liaise with other groups to present a stronger argument to the council.
ligature
(saylig-uh-chuh)
nouna metal band for adjusting the position of the reed on claametsaxophones
She tightened the ligature on the mouthpiece of her saxophone to stop the reed from
slipping out.
lineage
(saylin-eeij)
noundescent from a line of ancestors
Tom's aunt thinks her family is of royal lineage.
liquidator
(saylik -wuh-day-tuh)
nouna person appointed to carry out the closing down of a company and the settling
of its debts
The manager had to hand over the company's records to the liquidator so debts could
be settled.
lithograph
(saylith -uh-graflith -uh-grahf)
nouna print produced by covering a flat surface of metal or stone with ink, and
pressing it onto paper or some other material
We saw a beautiful lithograph at the art gallery.
littoral
(saylit-uhrruhl)
adjectiverelating to the shore of a lake, seapoean
They were all littoral fish we caughtall living close to the shore.
luminescence
(sayloohr-muh-nessuhng
nounlight given out from a substance, but not as a result of a process which involves
the production of heat
Luminescence is sometinedled "cold light' because it is created by some other
energy than heat.
lycanthrope
(sayluy-kuhnthrohpor luy-kan-throhp
nouna werewolf or alien spirit in the physical form of a bloodthirsty wolf
It's best to stay indoors when there's a full megrou wouldn't want to run into a
lycanthrope or you may never be the same again.

¢KS b{2 tNBYASNISaniof WallliistfisXoy ybur pefsénal use only. No part of this wordlist covered by copyright
‘7 may be reproduced, copied, shared or made available on the internet, via email,rdraaetj or by any other means without
‘ written permission of the publisher.

Copyright © Macquarie Dictionary Publishers 2018 | www.macquariedictionary.com.au



http://www.macquariedictionary.com.au/

2018 Premier’s Spelling Bee Page 113 of 156
Senior annotated wordlist Complete list

macabre
(saymuh-kahb or muhkah-buh)
adjectivehorrible in a gruesome way
The newspaper article gave details of the macabre crimes.
madrigal
(saymad-rig-uhl)
nounashort poem which can be set to music, popular in the past in Europe
The minstrel performed a madrigal for the king and his court.
magnanimity
(saymagnuhnim-uh-tee
noungenerosity and charitableness
The magnanimity of her actions was appreciated\®ryone.
makarrata
(saymahkuh-rah-tuh or makuh-rah-tuh)
noun(in certain Aboriginal tribes) a peacemaking ceremony
For some Aboriginal peoples, the makarrata is a traditional peacemaking ceremony.
malapropism
(saymal-uh-prop-iz-uhm)
nounthe misusef similarsounding words
In the sentence, "Beethoven wrote nine sympathies', 'sympathies' instead of
“symphonies' is an example of a malapropism.
melancholia
(saymekluhn-koh-lee-uh)
nouna feeling of deep sadness
The music evoked a hauntimgelancholia.
mellifluous
(saymuhtlif -loohruhg
adjectivesweetly or smoothly flowing
His mellifluous voice was soothing to listen to.
memorabilia
(saymemuh-ruh-bil-ee uh)
plural nounthings saved or collected as souvenirs
The school hall was full shemorabilia donated by students from years ago.
menagerie
(saymuh-naj-uh-ree
nouna collection of wild or strange animals
Their house was like a menagerie, with cats, dogs, rabbits, snakes, birds, and a ferret.
meningitis
(saymenuhnjuy -tuhg
nouna disease which causes the lining of the brain to swell up
Mum was worried that my flu might be something more serious like meningitis, so
took me to the doctor to make sure.
microfiche
(saymuy-kroh-feesi)
nouna small sheet of transparent plastic whtdly have many pages of print on it
that can be read with a special projector
Newspapers used to keep copies of their old editions on microfiche which could only
be viewed with a special projector.
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militia

(saymuhlish-uh)

nouna group of partime citizen soldiers

The citizens armed themselves to form a militia.
minaret

(saymin-uh-ret or min-uh-ret)

nouna tall tower attached to a Muslim mosque, from which the muezzin (crier) calls

the people to prayer

The minaret is the highest point ofreosque.
minion

(saymin-yuhn)

nouna favourite, especially someone who behaves slavishly to keep the favour of

their master

He was accused of being a mere minion of the powerful politician.
misalign

(saymis-uh-luyn)

verbto position incorrectly so thaine component does not line up against another

| used a tape measure so | wouldn't misalign the holes | would drill in the walll.
monotonous

(saymuh-not-uh-nuhg

adjectivetiresomely lacking in variety

We almost fell asleep listening to the sountheflecturer's monotonous voice.
nacreous

(saynay-kreeuhg

adjectivehaving a lustre resembling that of pearl

The antique porcelain in the exhibition had a beautiful nacreous sheen.
necessitate

(saynuhrsessuh-tayf)

verbto make something r@quirement

A continuation of the drought will necessitate further water restrictions.
negotiation

(saynuh-goh-sheeay-shuhnor nuh-gohseeay-shuhr)

nounthe discussion and arrangement of some kind of agreement

The workers and their employer setttbd dispute by negotiation.
neuralgia

(saynyoohral-juh)

nouna pain along a nerve

The sharp pains from her neuralgia were worse when she stood for too long.
ningaui

(saynin-gow-e€

nouna small marsupial with a flattish skull, native to Australia Biesv Guinea

The ningaui is a small marsupial which is named after a being in an Aboriginal myth.
noxious

(saynok-shuhg

adjectiveharmful or hurtful

A noxious chemical leaked from the damaged tanker.
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obsolescent
(sayob-suhlessuhni
adjectivebecoming out of date
The typewriter is obsolescent now that so many people have computers and printers.
oligarchy
(sayol-uh-gahkeg
nouna form of government in which the power is vested in a few, or in a dominant
class or clique
The president and hianer circle formed an oligarchy which ruled the country for
decades.
orchestrate
(sayaw-kuhstrayt)
verbto put together in a wepflanned way
It is a challenge to orchestrate a large conference.
orthodox
(sayaw-thuh-dokg
adjectiveaccepted oconventional
He has very orthodox ideas, so he won't shock anyone when he gives his speech.
osteopath
(sayossteeuh-path
nouna person who treats others by realigning bones in the body
The osteopath was sure that he could increase the flexibility iankle.
ostler
(sayossluh)
nounsomeone who took care of horses in the past, especially at an inn
Now that people don't travel long distances on horses, there's not much need for an
ostler.
overwrought
(sayoh-vuh-rawt)
adjectiveworked up withexcitement or worry
| was overwrought when the car broke down because | knew I'd be late for my soccer
grand final.
pacifist
(saypasuh-fuhsi
nounsomeone who opposes all war or violence
My mother is a pacifist who is very active in the avar movement.
panacea
(saypanuh-seeuh)
nouna solution or remedy for any difficulty or illness
My mother says that rest is the best panacea.
parachute
(saypa-ruh-shoohj
nouna large piece of cloth which opens out in a round shape, used to slow down the
fall of someone jumping from an aircraft
We watched as the skydiver in his parachute drifted towards the ground.
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parliamentarian
(saypahluh-muhntair -reeuhn)
nounsomeone who has been elected to be a member of parliament
When my uncle wasfaderal parliamentarian he had to live in Canberra for much of
the year.
parochial
(saypuhrroh-keeuhl)
adjectivehaving a very narrow field of interest or activity
She's very parochial in her outlook, and not interested in wider issues.
parquetry
(saypah-kuh-treg
nounmosaic work of wood, often used for floors
We found parquetry on the floor when we stripped back the carpet.
passerine
(saypasuhrruyn)
adjectiveof a bird, having feet adapted for perching
The crow is a common example gdasserine bird.
pernicious
(saypuh-nish-uhg
adjectivevery hurtful, or destructive
There are pernicious rumours circulating about how he got the job.
pheasant
(sayfez-uhni
nouna large bird, like a domestic fowl but with a long tail
Some artistéike to paint the beautiful plumage of the pheasant.
pheromone
(sayfe-run-mohn)
nounany of a large group of chemicals produced by animals, especially insects, used
as a chemical means of communication
Some insects, like the stink beetle, produce ap@merful pheromone.
philanthropy
(sayfuh-lan-thruh-peg
nounlove of humankind, especially shown in deeds of giving to charity, and so on
His philanthropy had saved the lives of countless children.
placebo
(saypluh-seeboh)
nouna substance which has medicinal content but which a patient believes to be a
medicine
One half of the experimental group was given a placebo instead of the test
medication, but were not told of this.
plebeian
(saypluh-bee-uhn)
adjectivehaving to do with the commaueople
She told us haughtily that we had plebeian tastes.
pneumonia
(saynyoohrmohn-yuh)
nouna serious iliness caused by an inflammation of the lungs which makes it difficult
to breathe
The chest infection grew a lot worse and turned into pneumonia.
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portmanteau

(saypawtman-toh)

nouna suitcase for travelling which opens into two halves

What | just call a suitcase, my grandmother calls a portmanteau.
prejudicial

(saypreruh-dish-uhl)

adjectivecausing disadvantage

The lawyer argued that theedia coverage was prejudicial to the court case.
prerogative

(saypruh-rog-uh-tiv)

nouna right or privilege

It was the team captain's prerogative to accept the trophy if they won.
pretentious

(saypruhten-shuh$

adjectivehaving an exaggerateditward show of importance, wealth and so on

She is so pretentious, always talking about her large house at the beach.
privilege

(saypriv -uhlij)

nouna special right or advantage enjoyed by only a limited number of people

The sign said that it wasg@ivilege to view the penguins and people should look after

the site.
prodigious

(saypruh-dij-uhg

adjectiveextremely great in size, amount or force

He has a prodigious appetite for fantasy fiction and is always at the library.
proprietary

(saypruh-pruy-uh-treeor pruh-pruy -uh-terry)

adjectiveinsistent on your ownership of something

He is very proprietary about his car and won't let anyone else drive it.
protuberance

(saypruhtyooh-buhruhng

nouna rounded projection or something that sticlks

The cassowary is easily recognised by the protuberance on its head.
provenance

(sayprov-uh-nuhng

nounthe place of origin, as of a work of art or other items

The art historian could tell by the type of marble used that the provenance of the

sculpture was from northern Italy.
provisional

(saypruhvizh-uh-nuhl)

adjectivetemporary, or for the time being only

A provisional government was in charge until the elections were held.
psychoanalyst

(saysuy-kohran-uh-luhsi

nounsomeone who trie® help people with mental problems by examining their

unconscious mind

She consulted a psychoanalyst about her extreme anxiety.
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psychology

(saysuy-kol-uh-jee)

nounthe study of the mind, how it works, and why people behave as they do

It would beinteresting to know something of psycholegy would help me

understand why some people act as they do.
guadrilateral

(saykwod-ruh-lat-uh-ruhl)

nouna closed shape with four sides

A square is an example of a quadrilateral.
guagmire

(saykwog-muy-uh)

nounan area of muddy or boggy ground

The building site looked like a quagmire after the rain.
qguerulous

(saykwe-ruh-luhs)

adjectiveirritable and complaining

“Is dinner ever going to be ready?' she asked in a querulous voice.
rapacious

(sayruh-pay-shuh$

adjectivevery greedy

The tycoon was known for his rapacious business methods.
receptacle

(sayruh-septik-uhl)

nouna container or something that holds things

There is a separate receptacle for recyclable waste.
recession

(sayruh-seshuhn)

nouna time when business affairs in a nation are bad

Many people found it hard to get a job during the recession.
reciprocity

(sayresuh-prossuh-tee

nounexchange from one to another

Real friendship involves a reciprocity of confidence, with ¢éadting the other.
reconciliation

(sayrek-uhnsil-ee-ay-shuhn

nounthe achievement of harmony between people or groups

In her speech, the prime minister said that our goal should be reconciliation.
recruitment

(sayruh-krooht-muhn

nounthe act ofenlisting people to join some kind of organisation

Her job involves the recruitment of men and women for the air force.
regrettable

(sayruh-gret-uh-buhl)

adjectivecausing you to feel sorry or sad

He apologised for his regrettable behaviour.
regurgitate

(sayruh-ger-juh-tayt)

verbto vomit

He has turned quite green and looks as though he might regurgitate his dinner.
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relegation

(sayrel-uh-gay-shuhn)

nounbeing sent to some lower position, place, or condition

If we lose Saturday's game, feee relegation to a lower division.
reminisce

(sayremuh-niss)

verbto recollect and tell of past experiences or events

When my uncles meet they always reminisce about their childhood.
rescind

(sayruhrsind)

verbto withdraw formally

We had nahoice but to rescind our offer.
resplendence

(sayruh-splend-uhng

nounsplendour

The resplendence of the ceremony matched the importance of the occasion.
resuscitation

(sayruh-sussuh-tay-shuhr)

nounthe act of reviving somebody who is unconscious

In the first aid course we learned how to perform resuscitation.
rhetorical

(sayruh-to-rik-uhl)

adjectiveconcerned only with style or effect

It was just a rhetorical question and there was no need for anyone to answer it.
sapphire

(saysaf-uy-uh)

nouna clear blue gem

The sapphire in her necklace matched the colour of her eyes.
seminary

(saysemuhnreeor semuhn-erry)

nouna college for the education of men for the priesthood

He had studied theology at university but wasn't sure whether he warjted the

seminary.
septennial

(saysepten-eeuhl)

adjectivehappening every seven years

We missed the septennial eclipse, so we have to wait seven years to see the next one.

sequester
(saysuhkwesstuh)
verbto place in a position of solitude

Themovie star decided to sequester himself on an island, and live alone for a year.

seriation
(saysereeay-shuhn

nouna dating technigque in archaeology where items from different sites in the same

culture are placed in chronological order
Thearchaeologists used the dating technique of seriation to group the items they
found.
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significance
(saysig-nif-uh-kuhng
nounimportance or meaning
Do you know the significance of the different colours on the Aboriginal flag?
somnolent
(saysomnuh-luhnt)
adjectivesleepy or drowsy
The medication | was prescribed made me very somnolent so that | wanted to go to
sleep all the time.
sophistry
(saysof-uhstreg
nouna subtle, tricky, clever, but generally false method of reasoning
It was puresophistry to claim that doing nothing was actually the brave thing to do.
stanchion
(saystan-shuhnor stan-chuhr)
nounan upright bar, beam, post or support
The train left the tracks and hit the stanchion supporting the bridge.
statutory
(saystach-uh-tuh-reeor stach-uh-taw-reg
adjectiverequired or fixed by law
It is a statutory requirement that you submit a tax return.
strenuous
(saystren-yoohuhg
adjectiveneeding a great effort
Weightlifting is a very strenuous exercise.
succession
(saysuhkseshuhn)
nounthe coming of one after another in order
We each shrieked and leapt off the diving board in rapid succession.
suffragette
(saysufruh-jet)
nounone of an association of women in the early 20th century who agitated for the
right of women to vote
Her greatgrandmother was a suffragette who was passionate about a woman's right
to vote.
sullage
(saysulkij)
noundirty water from bathrooms, laundries, kitchens, and so on
The department dealing with garbage and sullage was tutsourced to private
contractors.
superstitious
(saysoohpuhstish-uhg
adjectivebelieving that certain things or events can bring you good or bad luck
He is very superstitious, and will not walk under a ladder in case it brings him bad
luck.
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superterrestrial
(saysoohpuhtuh-resstreeuhl)
adjectiveexisting or dwelling above or beyond the earth or earthly things
If you believed everything you saw on TV then you would think that Earth was
overrun with superterrestrial beings.
suppurate
(saysup-yuh-rayt)
verbto produce or discharge pus
The lacerated wound had begun to suppurate.
supremacy
(saysuhprem-uh-seg
nounthe state of being the very best
The election result signalled an end to the tyrant's supremacy.
surreptitious
(saysuruhptish-uhg
adjectivesecret or stealthy
She tried to sneak a surreptitious look at the answers, but was caught and punished
for cheating.
surrogate
(saysuruh-guhi)
nounsomething that takes the place of another thing
| use frozen raspberriess a surrogate for fresh raspberries when they are not in
season.
swathe
(sayswaydh
verbto wrap something up with strips of material or other wrappings
She decided to swathe her neck with a scarf before going out into the cold night.
symbiotic
(saysim-buy-ot-ik)
adjectiverelating to a relationship between two living things that is advantageous or
necessary to both
In some symbiotic relationships one organism cannot survive without the other.
symposium
(saysim-poh-zeeuhm)
nouna meeting fodiscussion
The major topic at the symposium is healthcare needs for the future.
symptomatic
(saysimp-tuh-mat-ik)
adjectiveindicative
The noise the car made was symptomatic of an engine problem.
synthesis
(saysin-thuhrsuhg
nounthe mixing togetheof parts into a whole
The synthesis of all the different seeds created a stunning garden of flowers.
temperamental
(saytem-prun-ment-uhl)
adjectivemoody
The outburst from the temperamental actor was caught on camera.
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tessellate
(saytessuh-layt)
verbto cover (a surface) with repeated shapes without gaps or overlaps
The architect suggested that we tessellate the floor of the terrace with tiles of different
shades of blue.
tinnitus
(saytuh-nuy-tuhsor tin-uh-tuhg
nouna ringing sound or similagensation in the ears, due to a disease of the auditory
nerve
My grandmother suffers from tinnitus, and often says she hears a ringing in her ears.
tourmaline
(saytaw-muh-leen
nouna mineral, usually black but sometimes red, pink, green or bluejrused
jewellery
People often ask me what the black stone is in my-rilg a tourmaline.
transcendent
(saytran-senduhn)
adjectivegoing beyond ordinary limits
As the sun dropped below the horizon, the sky was filled with transcendent beauty.
tumultuous
(saytyooh-mul-choohuhg
adjectivefull of or marked by uproar or loud noise
The performers decided to perform an encore after the tumultuous applause they
received.
tumulus
(saytyooh-myuhtluhg)
nouna mound or elevation of earth ovegrave or tomb
The archaeologists thought that the mound of earth could be a tumulus.
unaccompanied
(sayun-uh-kum-puh-need
adjectiveplaying an instrument or singing alone, without an accompaniment
She played a Bach piece for unaccompanied cello.
uncommunicative
(sayun-kuh-myooh-nuh-kuhttiv)
adjectivenot wanting to give information or express opinions
| can never get a thing out of hershe is so uncommunicative!
unwholesome
(sayun-hohl-suhm)
adjectiveharmful to health or wellbeing
Eatingonly cream biscuits and cake is an unwholesome way to live.
valedictory
(sayval-uh-dik -tuh-reg
adjectiverelating to saying goodbye or farewell
As a farewell gift, he was given a gold watch at his valedictory dinner.
vandalism
(sayvan-duhliz-uhm)
nounintentional destruction or damage of property
Our art room was destroyed in an act of mindless vandalism.
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vindictive

(sayvin-dik-tiv)

adjectivespiteful or nasty

Her vindictive remark hurt everybody's feelings.
viridian

(sayvuh-rid -eeuhn)

nouna bluishgreen colour

The painting was very colourful and featured viridian, black and red.
vivacious

(sayvuh-vay-shuh$

adjectivelively or energetic

It's always a pleasure to be with such a happy, vivacious person.
voluntourism

(sayvol-uhntoouh-riz-uhm)

nountourism which combines volunteer work with sightseeing

Lord Howe Island has a lot of voluntourism where people spend part of their holiday

doing land regeneration.
whorl

(saywerl)

nounanything shaped like a coill

The mobile hanginfrom the ceiling of the gallery consisted of one huge silver spiral

whorl within another.
worrisome

(saywu-reesuhmn)

adjectiveworrying or annoying

It is worrisome that the new referee doesn't seem sure of the rules.
worthwhile

(saywerth-wuyl)

adjectiveuseful or good enough to spend time on

Going to see the maritime exhibition was a really worthwhile experience.
wreckage

(sayrek-ij)

nounthe broken parts of something that has been destroyed

They could see the wreckage of the plane fsdrere they stood.

¢KS b{2 tNBYASNISaniof WallliistfisXoy ybur pefsénal use only. No part of this wordlist covered by copyright
‘7 may be reproduced, copied, shared or made available on the internet, via email,rdraaetj or by any other means without
‘ written permission of the publisher.

Copyright © Macquarie Dictionary Publishers 2018 | www.macquariedictionary.com.au



http://www.macquariedictionary.com.au/

2018 Premier’s Spelling Bee Page 124 of 156
Senior annotated wordlist Complete list

The Arts Level 5

accompaniment
(sayuh-kum-puhrneemuhny
nounthat part of a composition which provides the harmonic and rhythmic backing to
a melodic line
The pianist played the accompaniment for the flautist.
acronym
(sayak-ruh-nim)
nouna word made from the first letters of other words
"ANZAC' is an acronym from "Australian and New Zealand Army Corps'.
antagonist
(sayantag-uhnuhs)
nounan enemy or opponent
You knew that the movie would end with Superman facirantagonist.
anthropologist
(sayanthruh-pol-uh-juhs)
nounsomeone who studies anthropology, the science of the beginnings and the
development of humans
He wants to become an anthropologist, so he can travel the world and see the
different ways peoplieve.
auditorium
(sayaw-duhtaw-reeuhm)
nouna hall or other large space for meetings or concerts
We held the school play in the gym because the roof of the auditorium was being
repaired.
bouzouki
(saybuhrzoohkee
nouna stringed instrument fro@reece, related to a mandolin, played by plucking
The music of the bouzouki immediately transported us to a sparkling Greek island.
cabaret
(saykab-uhray)
nouna musical or comedy show performed at a restaurant or club
They ate dinner while enjoyirige cabaret.
cadenza
(saykuh-den-zuh)
nounin music, an elaborate passage for the voice or an instrument, usually near the
end of a concerto
A drum cadenza ends the composition with a dramatic flourish.
calligraphy
(saykuh-lig-ruh-fee)
nounthe art ofdoing beautiful handwriting
Not very many people learn the art of calligraphy these days.
cinematography
(saysinrun-muh-tog-ruh-fee)
nounthe art of film photography
The cinematography in that new French film is outstanding.
conservatorium
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(saykuhnservuhtaw-reeuhm)
nouna school where you learn music
Fran played two solo pieces in her audition for the conservatorium.
Euripides
(sayyoohrip -uh-dee?
nouncirca 480406 BC, Athenian tragic poet and dramatist
Famous plays of Euripidesclude "Alcestis’, 'Medea', and "Electra’'.
glockenspiel
(sayglok-uhn-speelor glok-uhnshpee)
nouna musical instrument with steel bars set in a frame, which you hit with hammers
He enjoyed playing the glockenspiel in the band but had an awfuldfabibpping
one of the hammers.
Herodotus
(sayhuhrrod-uh-tuhg
nouncirca 484-425 BC, Greek historian
Herodotus wrote about the great wars between the Greeks and Persians.
matinee
(saymat-uh-nay)
nounan afternoon performance of a play or showing &fm
We bought tickets to the matinee because they were cheaper.
melodramatic
(saymekluh-druhrmat-ik)
adjectivetoo emotional and theatrical
We were surprised by her melodramatic reaction to the announcement.
Michelangelo
(saymuy-kuhl-an-juh-loh)
nounan lItalian sculptor, painter, architect, and poet, who was born in 1475 and died
in 1564
Michelangelo created some of the world's most famous artworks, such as the statue of
David and the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel in Rome.
neoclassicism
(sayneeoh-klass-uh-siz-uhm)
nouna late 18thand early 19tkcentury art and architectural style
The painting was a good example of neoclassicism.
ocarina
(sayok-uh-ree-nuh)
nouna simple musical wind instrument shaped like an elongated egg, with finger
holes
The ocarina is not a very difficult instrument to learn.
pastiche
(saypasteesh
nouna work of art which consists of parts borrowed from the work or style of other
artists
The film was a pastiche of scenes from twelve different directors.
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photomontage
(sayfoh-toh-montahzh)
nouna combination of several photographs joined together for artistic effect or to
show more of the subject than can be disclosed in a single photograph
The art critic specialised in photomontage.
guadrille
(saykwuhedril )
nouna dance where four couples dance in a square pattern
The dancing class was divided into groups of eight to learn the steps of the quadrille.
raconteur
(sayrak-on-ter)
nounsomeone who is very good at telling interesting and amssangs, especially
true ones
He was a great raconteur who entertained everyone at dinner with his stories.
repertoire
(sayrep-uh-twah)
nounthe plays, musical pieces or other items which an entertainer can perform
The singer's repertoire is small bstie claims that quality is more important than
guantity.
rhapsody
(sayrap-suhdeg
nouna type of musical composition
The first track on this CD is a famous rhapsody.
sousaphone
(saysoohzuhfohn)
nouna kind of tuba, used in brass bands
We can heaour nextdoor neighbour practising her sousaphone every evening.
syncopation
(saysing-kuh-pay-shuhr)
nouna shifting of the normal accent in a musical rhythm
Jazz music often features syncopation.
tragedian
(saytruh-jee-deeuhn)
nounan actor otragedy
The great tragedian announced his retirement at the end of his final performance of
"King Lear'.
transcription
(saytranskrip-shuhr)
nounthe act of transcribing
We had to find a transcription of the piece for the other members of the bérat so
we'd be in tune.
ventriloquist
(sayventril -uh-kwuhs)
nounsomeone who can speak with little or no lip movement
The children thought the puppet was speaking but it was really the ventriloquist
talking without moving his lips.
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Food and nutrition Level 5

abstemious
(sayuhb-steemeeuhsg
adjectivecareful or restrained in the use of food, drink, and so on
Everyone else ate a lot of junk food at the party but | was abstemious and ate none.
affogato
(sayaf-uh-gah-toh)
nouna serving of ice creamr gelato with a short espresso coffee poured over the top,
sometimes combined with a shot of a liqueur
Instead of ordering a dessert and a coffee, dad thought he'd have an affogato which
combined the two.
ambrosia
(sayambroh-zeeuh)
nounsomethingespecially delicious to taste or smell
We all agreed that the chocolate cheesecake we had for dessert was pure ambrosia!
arancini
(sayaruhncheeneg
noun(in Italian cookery) a dish of cones or balls of cooked rice, usually flavoured
with mozzarellacoated in breadcrumbs, and ddeged
When | cut into the arancini, delicious mozzarella oozed out.
camembert
(saykam-uhmtbair)
nouna rich, creamy, soft cheese, usually made in small, flat rounds
We served the camembert with biscuits, dates and figs.
carbohydrate
(saykahbuhthuy-drayd)
nounone of a range of chemical compounds of oxygen, hydrogen and carbon,
including simple sugars such as glucose and lactose
Foods high in carbohydrate include fruits, sweets, soft drinks, breads, pastas, and
cereals.
chorizo
(saychawree-zoh)
nouna Spanish sausage, smoked and heavily spiced
If you ever want to spice up a paella just add some slices of chorizo!
confectionery
(saykuhnfek-shuhnreeor kuhnfek-shuhnrerry)
plural nounsweets
They had eateso much confectionery they didn't feel like dinner.
enchilada
(sayen-chuhlah-duh)
nouna Mexican dish of a rolled tortilla filled with meat and seasonings, usually
including chilli
Whenever | order an enchilada | ask for extra chilli!
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focaccia
(sayfuh-kah-chuhor fuh-kah-cheeuh)
nounflat Italian bread which can be eaten with various fillings or toppings
We had focaccia with cheese and olives for lunch.
madeleine
(saymad-uh-luhn or mad-uh-layn)
nouna very small lemotflavoured sponge cak®aked in an elongated scallop shell
mould
A madeleine has to be baked in a special tin with little stelped moulds.
marshmallow
(saymahshmal-oh or mahshmel-oh)
nouna type of sweet with a spongy texture, usually containing gelatine, sugar, and
flavouring
| like to put a marshmallow in my hot chocolate.
mayonnaise
(saymay-uh-nayz)
nouna thick, cold sauce made from eggs and oil, often eaten with salad
| put some mayonnaise on my tuna sandwich.
meringue
(saymuhrang)
nouna mixture of sugaand beaten whites of eggs used in cakes and sweets
We cooked the meringue in the oven on a very low heat.
metabolism
(saymuhtab-uh-liz-uhm)
nounall the processes and chemical changes happening in the body of a living thing
A slow metabolism can makadlifficult to lose weight.
molasses
(saymuhlassuh2)
nouna thick brown, bitter syrup drained from raw sugar
Molasses is a thick syrup which is affmpduct of sugar production.
moussaka
(saymoo-sahrkuh)
nouna Balkan and Middle Eastern dish wittyers of minced lamb, tomatoes and
eggplant topped with a white sauce
The moussaka looked like a lasagne to Simon, but it tasted completely different.
nesselrode
(saynessuhl-rohd
nouna rich and elaborate frozen dessert made from chestnutgokggcream, and
sometimes candied fruits
It's a good thing that Count Nesselrode went to stay in Paris because the French chef
named the nesselrode after him.
panettone
(saypanuh-toh-neg
nouna cake of Italian origin containing dried fruit aalnonds and traditionally
associated with Christmas
You can eat panettone as it is, but we like to cover slices of it in orange juice, fresh
peach slices and sugar, and then bake it.
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piquant
(saypeekuhntor peekont)
adjectivepleasantly sharp itaste
Radishes add a piquant taste to a salad.
pistachio
(saypuhstah-sheeoh or puh-stash-eeoh)
nounthe nut of the fruit of a small tree of southern Europe and western Asia
The colour of a pistachio is a delicate green.
purveyor
(saypuhrvay-uh)
nounsomeone who provides or supplies something, especially food
My uncle is a butcher he's a purveyor of all types of meats.
rouleau
(sayrooh-loh)
nouna cylindrical pile or roll of something
| bought a rouleau of date and fig to go with tmackers and cheese.
semifreddo
(saysemeefred-oh)
nounan Italian dessert similar to ice cream but with the inclusion of whipped cream
or whisked egg white, to prevent it from fully freezing
The semifreddo made a nice change from ice cream.
souvlaki
(saysoohvlah-keg
nouna Greek dish made with diced lamb on skewers
| always order extra hummus with my souvlaki.
tortellini
(saytaw-tuh-lee-neg
nouna dish, originally from Italy, which consists of small coils of pasta, filled with a
rich stuffing,usually of meat or cheese
Tortellini is my favourite type of pasta.
unquenchable
(sayun-kwench-uh-buhl)
adjectivenot able to be satisfied or lessened
The day was hot, and the traveller's thirst was unquenchable.
vermicelli
(sayver-muh-cheleeor ver-muh-setleg
nouna type of pasta like very thin spaghetti
| ordered vermicelli with a tomato and olive sauce.
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Geography Level 5

Annapurna

(sayanuh-per-nuh)
nouna mountain massif in the Himalayas, in northern central Nepal
The change inveather prevented the climbers reaching the peak of Annapurna.

bombora

(saybombaw-ruh)
nouna reef of rocks below the surface of the sea
We like to surf the waves caused by the bombora.

Bucharest

(sayboohkuh-rest or byoohkuh-rest)
nounthe capitabind largest city of Romania, in the southern part
The city of Bucharest is sometimes called "Paris of the East'.

Carpentaria

(saykahpuhntair -ree-uh)

nouna large inlet on the northern coast of Australia, between Arnhem Land and Cape
York Peninsula

My grandfather was a drover who used to take cattle right up to the Gulf of
Carpentaria.

chasm

(saykaz-uhm)
nouna deep hole or opening in the ground
The earthquake left a large chasm in the earth's surface.

Edinburgh

(sayed-uhn-buh-ruh or ed-uhn-bruh)

nounthe capital of Scotland

Edinburgh is welknown for its international music and theatre festival, which was
first held in 1947.

equinox

(sayeekwuh-noksor ek-wuh-nokg

nounthe time when the sun is directly over the earth's equator, makinganidjitay
all over the earth of equal length

There is one equinox in March and another in September.

Eritrea

(saye-ruh-tray-uh or e-ruh-tree-uh)
nouna republic in nortkeastern Africa, on the Red Sea
The republic of Eritrea was once part of Ethiogait attained independence in 1993.

Gallipoli

(sayguhtlip-uh-leg)

nouna peninsula in western Turkey separating the Aegean Sea and the Dardanelles;
site of the costly but unsuccessful campaign by the Allies in World War |

The landing of Australian andew Zealand forces at Gallipoli on 25 April 1915 is
commemorated by Anzac Day.
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geomorphic
(sayjee-oh-maw-fik)
adjectiverelating to the form of the earth and its surface
The geomorphic map showed the steep descent to the floor of the Pacific Ocean.
gneiss
(saynuyg
nouna coarsegrained rock with bands of different colours
The different bands of colour in the gneiss shows the presence of the minerals quartz
and mica.
Honolulu
(sayhonuh-looh-looh)
nouna seaport in the Hawaiian Islands, onigiand of Oahu; capital of the state of
Hawaii
The beaches of Honolulu are lined with palm trees.
Indonesia
(sayin-duh-neezhuh
nouna republic in Soutttast Asia, consisting of a group of about 13 000 islands
lying between the Malay Peninsula and Newinea
Indonesia is one of Australia's closest neighbours, and one of our favourite holiday
destinations.
Luxembourg
(sayluks-uhmberg
nouna grand duchy in western Europe, seedést of Belgium, between France and
Germany
| think it's funny thapeople from Luxembourg are called Luxembourgers.
Mauritius
(saymuhrish-uhg
nouna republic, consisting of the island of Mauritius, and several other islands, in the
Indian Ocean, east of Madagascar
Before it became extinct, the dodo could be fourMaaritius.
Mesopotamia
(saymesuh-puhtay-meeuh)
nounan ancient country in Asia between the rivers Tigris and Euphrates
Babylon was a city in the ancient country of Mesopotamia.
meteorologist
(saymeeteeuh-rol-uh-juhsi
nounsomeone who studies thweather and climate
A meteorologist should be able to tell you when it is going to rain.
Nullarbor
(saynul-uh-baw)
nouna plain lying along the Great Australian Bight, stretching across the border
between Western Australia and South Australia
We droveacross the Nullarbor on our way to Adelaide from Perth.
precipitation
(saypruh-sip-uh-tay-shuhr)
nounwater that falls from the sky, whether as rain, snow or hail
Parts of Australia may experience no precipitation for years at a time.
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Pyrenees
(saypi-ruh-neezor pi-ruh-neey
plural nouna mountain range between Spain and France
Last year our family went on a walking holiday in the Pyrenees.
Seychelles
(saysayshel?
nouna republic consisting of more than 100 islands in the western Indian Ocean
Tourism and fishing are the two most important industries of the Seychelles.
Shanghai
(sayshanghuy or shanghuy)
nouna seaport in eastern China
Shanghai is an important commercial centre in China.
Vanuatu
(sayvanuh-wah-tooh)
nouna republic in thesouthwestern Pacific Ocean
Vanuatu consists of about 80 separate islands.
Yangtze
(sayyangk-seg
nouna river flowing from Tibet generally east through central China to the East China
Sea
The Three Gorges Dam on the banks of the Yangtzelar¢jest hydreelectric
power station in the world.
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Plants and animals Level 5

agapanthus

(sayaguh-pan-thuhg

nouna type of plant with big, round, blue or white flowers

The agapanthus is often used as a border plant, along driveways and fences.
amphibian

(sayamtfib -eeuhn)

nounan animal that begins life in the water and lives on land as an adult

| had to come up with three examples of an amphibian but I could only think ef one

a frog.
budgerigar

(saybuj-uh-reegah

nouna parakeet of thimland regions of Australia, often kept as a pet

| would like to keep a budgerigar as a pet but I'm worried that my cat might like it

too!
burramys

(saybu-run-muhg

nouna rare alpine pygmy possum, found in mountain regions of New South Wales

andVictoria

The burramys is a tiny possum that can sometimes be found in snow country.
camphor

(saykam-fuh)

nouna substance with a strong smell, used to keep moths and other insects away

To prevent damage from moths, some people store their wiatbes with camphor.
caribou

(sayka-ruh-booh

nounany of several kinds of reindeer from North America

Both the male and female caribou have antlers.
cassowary

(saykassuh-wuh-reeor kassuhwerry)

nouna flightless Australasian bird

The cassowaris almost as large as the ostrich.
chevrotain

(sayshevruh-taynor shevruh-tuhn)

nouna type of animal like a small deer

The chevrotain is sometimes called a ‘'mouse deer' because it is so small.
clianthus

(sayklee-an-thuhg

nouna type of plant thgtroduces red flowers

Sturt's desert pea, of inland Australia, is an example of a type of clianthus.
comfrey

(saykum-free)

nouna kind of plant of Europe and Asia, having blue, purplish or white flowers, used

in making herbal tea, etc.

The naturopatimade a paste out of comfrey leaves to put on my bruise.
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crustacean
(saykrusstay-shuhr)
nouna type of animal with a hard shell instead of a skeleton, such as a crab, usually
living in water
| wonder if every crustacean is as delicious as the lolastdrprawn?
cyclamen
(saysuy-kluh-muhnor sik-luh-muhn
nouna type of plant with white, purple, pink, or red flowers
The petals of the cyclamen are unusual in that they fold backwards.
delphinium
(saydeHin-eeuhm)
nouna type of garden plant witkpikes of blue flowers
The bright blue flowers of the delphinium always attract attention.
diurnal
(sayduy-er-nuhl)
adjectiveactive or out by day, as certain birds, insects, flowers, and so on
It's much easier to observe diurnal animals than noctuonais.
echinoderm
(sayuh-kuy-nuh-dermor uh-kin-uh-derm)
nouna type of creature that lives in the sea
The aquarium'’s touching pool had starfish and other types of echinoderm that we
could handle.
hermaphrodite
(sayhermaf-ruh-duyt)
nouna personanimal or flower with both male and female reproductive organs
It is not unusual to find a plant that is a hermaphrodite.
munyeroo
(saymunyuh-rooh)
nouna small succulent herb, the seeds and leaves of which were used as food by
Aboriginal people ircentral Australia
The Aboriginal people of central Australia traditionally grind munyeroo seeds into a
paste with water.
nannygai
(saynan-ee-guy)
nouna handsome fish of fine flavour found around the southern half of the Australian
coast
We fished fonannygai and whiting.
noolbenger
(saynoohl-bengguh)
nouna small nectafeeding possum of soutlestern Australia
The noolbenger is more commonly known as the honey possum in some areas.
oondoroo
(sayoohnduhrooh)
nounan Australian native evergreshrub with purple stashaped flowers
The edge of the track was lined with oondoroo covered in purple flowers.
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phalanger
(sayfuh-lan-juh)
nounan Australian marsupial which lives in trees and which has a tail that can wrap
around branches
Thebrushtailed possum is a type of phalanger.
plesiosaur
(sayplee-seeuh-saw)
nouna marine dinosaur with a small head, very long neck, short tail, and four large
flippers
| don't think I'd want to swim with a plesiosaur
poinsettia
(saypoynseteeuh)
nouna perennial plant native to Mexico and Central America
| bought a poinsettia at the nursery because | liked its bright red colouring.
sycamore
(saysik-uh-maw)
nouna shady tree sometimes grown for its wood
The children ate their lunch in the shaafethe sycamore.
symbiosis
(saysim-beeoh-suhsor sim-buy-oh-suhg
nounthe living together of two types of animal or plant in a way in which each is
dependent on the other
In most cases of symbiosis each type of organism provides the conuit@ssary
for the other to live.
terrarium
(saytuh-rair -reeuhm)
nouna closed glass container in which moistlaneng plants are grown
We have a terrarium in our classroom as part of our study of rainforest plants.
tyrannosaurus
(saytuh-ranruh-sawruhg
nouna great meagating dinosaur which walked upright on its powerful back limbs
The tyrannosaurus was probably the most vicious of the dinosaurs.
venomous
(sayven-uh-muhg
adjectiveinflicting a poisonous bite or sting
The bite from the@enomous snake made my horse very sick.
wildebeest
(saywil-duh-beesy
nounan African antelope
We saw a wildebeest during a safari in Africa.
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Science and Technology Level 5

accuracy
(sayak-yuh-ruh-seg
nounprecision or exactness
Accuracy isextremely important if you're dealing with lots of numbers.
actuary
(sayak-choohuh-reeor ak-chooherry)
nounsomeone who calculates risks, rates of payment, and so on, based on statistics or
recorded facts
My sister was always good at maths and st works as an actuary for an
insurance company.
aerodynamic
(sayair-ron-duy-nam-ik)
adjectiveable to travel through the air; designed for air travel
The aircraft's aerodynamic design enabled it to break the sound barrier.
aeronautics
(sayair-run-naw-tiks)
nounthe science of flight
A pilot needs some knowledge of aeronautics.
antibiotic
(sayanteebuy-ot-ik)
nouna medication capable of killing bacteria and other germs
I'm glad my cough went away before | needed an antibiotic.
aphelion
(sayuh-fee-lee-uhn)
nounthe point of a planet's orbit most distant from the sun
The astronomer calculated when the Earth would reach its aphelion.
apogee
(sayap-uh-jee)
nounthe point of a satellite's or asteroid's orbit which is most distant from the Earth
The astronomer calculated when the satellite would reach its apogee.
azimuth
(sayaz-uh-muhth
nouna measurement of the angle between the direction of north, and another point on
the horizon
The position of a star in the sky can be calculatethbgsuring its azimuth and
altitude.
centrifugal
(saysentrif -uh-guhl or sentruh-fyooh-guhl)
adjectivemoving outwards from the centre
Centrifugal force is what keeps water in a bucket when you swing it over your head.
chromosome
(saykroh-muhrsohmor kroh-muhzohm)
nouna tiny part found in the nucleus of all living cells, which carries the genetic
codes for the characteristics of the organism
The Y chromosome is passed only from father to son.
coulomb
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(saykooh-lom)
nouna unit for measuringlectrical charge
We measured an electrical charge of one coulomb passing through the circuit.
cybernetics
(saysuy-buh-net-iks)
nounthe study of methods of control and communication which are shared by living
organisms and machines
The study ofybernetics is important in the development of robots.
equilibrium
(sayeekwuh-lib-reeuhm)
nounequal balance
The two children weighed the same, so they managed to keep the seesaw in
equilibrium.
Fahrenheit
(sayfa-ruhnhuyt)
adjectiverelating to ahermometric scale in which the melting point of ice is 32
degrees above zero and the boiling point of water is 212 degrees above zero
The recipe gave the temperature in Fahrenheit so | had to convert it to Celsius.
Galileo
(saygatuh-lay-oh)
nounanltalian physicist, astronomer and mathematician who was born in 1564 and
died in 1642
In 1609, Galileo built the first astronomical telescope.
hyperbola
(sayhuy-per-buh-luh)
nouna plane curve formed by the intersection of a cone by a plane havamgjl@nto
the base greater than that of the side of the cone to the base
Our maths teacher drew a diagram of a cone to show us how different curves,
including the hyperbola, are formed.
hypothetical
(sayhuy-puh-thet-i-kuhl)
adjectiveassumed byaypothesis; supposed
The medical student was asked how he would treat a hypothetical case of pneumonia.
interstellar
(sayin-tuh-steluh)
adjectivebetween the stars
The science fiction novel was about interstellar travel.
kinematics
(saykuy-nuh-mat-iks or kin-uh-mat-iks)
nounthe branch of mechanics which studies motion without considering the forces
that cause the motion
Once you realise that kinematics comes from a Greek word meaning motion the word
makes more sense.
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machinima
(saymuh-sheenuh-mahor muhshin-uh-mah)
nounthe creation of 3D animation films for use in a computer game
A machinima artist uses the images in a computer game to create 3D videos which
are generated while the game is being played.
nanotechnology
(saynan-oh-tek-nol-uh-jee)
nountechnology generated from the science concerned with objects of the smallest
dimensions
The recent advances made in nanotechnology have led to some amazing new
products.
parabola
(saypuhrab-uh-luh)
nouna type of curve, likehe path of an object when it is thrown forward into the air
and falls back to the earth
The catapult projected the stone in a perfect parabola.
planetarium
(sayplanuhtair -reeuhm)
nouna domed building where images of stars, planetansdtellations are projected
onto the ceiling
| enjoyed the trip to the planetarium so much that | set up my telescope when | got
home.
statistician
(saystatuh-stish-uhn)
nouna compiler of numerical figures or data
A statistician analysed th@opulation counts from the past twenty years.
stereophonic
(saystereeuh-fon-ik or stearreeuh-fon-ik)
adjectiveusing two channels and two speakers to transmit and broadcast sound
Joshua listened to his MP3 player with stereophonic headphones.
temperature
(saytem-pruh-chuh
nouna measure of the degree of heat or cold of something or someone
The temperature was too high for the thermometer to register.
trajectory
(saytruh-jek-tuh-reg
nounthe curved path travelled by a projectile in flight
The crowd watched the trajectory of the cricket ball until it went over the fence and
they lost sight of it.
transhumanism
(saytranzhyooh-muh-niz-uhm)
nounthe belief that science and technology will make it possible in the future for
human beings tgo beyond current physical and mental limitations
Followers of transhumanism believe that, in the future, we'll all live to be 200 years
old.
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trapezium

(saytruh-peezeeuhm)

nouna foursided figure, two of whose sides are parallel

He based his tabldesign on a trapezium.
unidimensional

(sayyoohneeduhrmen-shuhnruhl)

adjectivehaving a single dimension

We learned in maths today that a line is unidimensional.
velocity

(sayvuh-lossuh-tee

nounspeed

The wind velocity reached hurricane level.
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General Level 6

alcheringa
(sayal-chuhring-guh)
nounin Aboriginal mythology, the time in which the earth received its present form
and in which the patterns and cycles of life and nature were initiated
Many stories in Aboriginal mythology revolaeound alcheringa, the time when the
earth was formed.
antebellum
(sayanteebel-uhm)
adjectivebefore the war, especially with reference to the American Civil War
My aunt said that touring the antebellum houses was the highlight of her trip to
Alabama.
antechinus
(sayanteekuy-nuhg
nounan Australian marsupial mouse
An antechinus looks like a mouse with a long, pointy nose.
apocalypse
(sayuh-pok-uh-lips)
nouna great and terrifying event
The movie was about the apocalypse that led textiaction of the dinosaurs.
apothecary
(sayuh-poth-uh-kuh-reg
nounan oldfashioned word for a chemist
In the Middle Ages, people would go to the apothecary for medicines.
avaricious
(sayaw-uh-rish-uhg
adjectivehaving a very strong desire foroney
The property developers were accused of avaricious behaviour when the poor quality
of the units was revealed.
boongary
(sayboohngair-ree
nouna tree kangaroo found in mountainous forest areas of-eagtern Queensland
| thought it was gpossum in the tree, but on a closer look | saw that it was a native
tree kangaroc- a boongary.
braggadocio
(saybraguh-doh-cheeoh)
nounempty boasting, or exaggerating about your own abilities or accomplishments
Despite his braggadocio about HEporting abilities, he is generally quite a nice
person.
brontosaurus
(saybrontuh-sawruhg
nouna large plantating dinosaur with a long neck and tail, that died out millions of
years ago
The brontosaurus is also known as the apatosaurus.
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cactoblastis
(saykak-tuh-blas-tuhg
nouna small moth, whose larvae feed on the prickly pear plant
If it wasn't for the cactoblastis, Australia would have been swamped with prickly
pear.
catechism
(saykat-uh-kiz-uhm)
nouna book of questions arahswers meant to help you learn about your religion
The priest explained some of the Christian concepts from the catechism.
charlatan
(sayshahluh-tuhn)
nounsomeone who claims to have knowledge or skill that they do not really have
That charlatarpromised these pills would cure my allergy, but it is as bad as ever.
chivalrous
(sayshiv-uhl-ruhg
adjectivehaving the high qualities characteristic of chivalry, such as courage,
courtesy, generosity, loyalty, and so on
The knight's chivalrous actiomgon him the love of the princess.
chronology
(saykruh-nol-uh-jee)
nouna record of past events in order of time
There is a chronology of Australian history on the wall of our classroom, extending
from prehistoric times to the present.
clientele
(saykluy-uhn-tel)
nounall the customers of a business
The cafe treat their clientele well and rarely lose a customer.
coalesce
(saykoh-uh-lesg
verbto come together to form one body
A number of small groups wanted to coalesce into one strong party.
coccyx
(saykok-siksor kok-iks)
nouna small triangular bone forming the lower extremity of the human spinal column
He landed on his coccyx when he fell and his lower back was sore for days.
concrescence
(saykuhnkressuhng
nouna growing together gsarts, such as cells or tissues in an organism
A successful skin graft depends on the concrescence of the grafted skin with the other
skin on that part of the body.
cryptocurrency
(saykrip -toh-ku-ruhnseg
nouna digital currency using data encryption
The only cryptocurrency | know about is bitcoin.
cryptozoology
(saykrip-toh-zoh-ol-uh-je€)
nounthe study of animals whose existence is disputed
If you study cryptozoology you'll come across the Loch Ness Monster and the yeti.
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curmudgeonly
(sayker-muj-uhn-leg)
adjectivedisagreeable and mean
My grandfather describes himself as being curmudgeonly and stubborn but | don't
agree.
cybersecurity
(saysuy-buh-suhkyooh-ruh-tee
nounprotection against unauthorised access to an online information ssisténas a
computer or a telecommunications network
Computer hacking is so advanced that cybersecurity should be a top priority for all
organisations.
deleterious
(saydeluh-teer-reeuhg
adjectiveharmful to health
Eating too many sweets can haveedeterious effect on your teeth.
diagnostician
(sayduy-uhg-nosstish-uhn)
nounan expert in working out of what problem someone or something has
The diagnostician could pinpoint exactly where the problem lay.
dimorphism
(sayduy-maw-fiz-uhm)
nounin plants, an appearance of two different forms of flowers, leaves, etc., on the
same plant
The botanist was very excited to see the example of dimorphism, with both red and
white blossoms on the same tree.
diplococcus
(saydip-luh-kok-uhg
nouna type ofbacteria which occur as pairs of joined cells
Some types of diplococcus can cause disease in humans.
diprotodon
(sayduy-proh-tuh-don)
nouna type of extinct marsupial
The diprotodon was the largest marsupial that ever lived.
duodenum
(saydyoohuh-deenuhm
nounthe first part of the small intestine, lying below the stomach
The doctor said the pain was caused by an ulcer in his duodenum.
egregious
(sayuh-greejeeuhg
adjectiveextremely noticeable, usually for the wrong reason
She thinks he is aggregious fool for trying to dye the dog's fur purple.
epiglottis
(sayep-eeqglot-uhg
nouna thin piece of cartilage that covers the opening to the larynx during swallowing
The epiglottis prevents food and drink from going down your windpipe.
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epitome
(sayuh-pit-uh-meg
nounthe most typical example of something
The movie star was the epitome of glamour as she swept onto the stage.
euphonium
(sayyoohfoh-neeuhm)
nouna type of tuba mainly used in brass bands
The euphonium player in the marchiband was struggling to play and march at the
same time.
fossiliferous
(sayfossuhlif -uh-ruhg
adjectivecontaining fossils
The archaeologist danced with excitement when he found a large piece of fossiliferous
rock.
frontispiece
(sayfrunt -uhspees
nounan illustrated page before the title page of a book
There was a detailed map on the frontispiece of the book, showing the area where the
events took place.
fugue
(sayfyoohg
nouna piece of music in which a short melody is played or sung anddpeated by
other instruments or voices
The organist was playing a fugue by the German composer Bach.
genealogy
(sayjee-neeal-uh-jee
nounthe study and recording of ancestors and relations in a family
We researched our family history on the genealogpsite.
grandiloquent
(saygrandil-uh-kwuhnf)
adjectivespeaking in a lofty or ovamportant manner
The grandiloquent speech was full of words we'd never heard of before so we soon
became bored.
guillotine
(saygil-uh-teenor gil-uh-teen)
nounamachine with a heavy blade that falls between two posts, used in the past for
cutting off the head of someone who has been sentenced to death
During the French Revolution many aristocrats were publicly executed by guillotine.
habiliment
(sayhuh-bil-uh-muhn
nounclothes or garments, especially those suited to a particular occasion
For the play, he was dressed in the habiliment of a medieval troubadour.
hippocampus
(sayhip-uhkam-puhg
nouna small organ within the brain
The hippocampus isart of the brain associated with memory.
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homogeneous

(sayhohrmuh-jee-neeuhs

adjectivemade up of parts which are all of the same or a similar kind

You shouldn't treat the class as a homogeneous grdbp children have many

differentpersonalities and interests.
ikebana

(sayik-ee-bah-nuh)

nounthe art of Japanese flower arrangement

Mum loves working with flowers, so she's doing an evening course in ikebana.
immemorial

(sayim-uh-maw-ree-uhl)

adjectivereaching back beyond memorggcord, or knowledge

This site has been used by humans since time immemorial.
inoculation

(sayin-ok-yuhrlay-shuhr)

nounan injection which gives a very mild form of a disease in order to protect from

that same disease later

He had a yellow fevanoculation before travelling to West Africa.
laryngitis

(sayla-ruhnjuy-tuhg

nouna soreness and swelling in the larynx that often makes you lose your voice for a

while

The band had to cancel their show when the lead singer contracted laryngitis.
manoeuvre

(saymuh-nooh-vuh)

nouna clever move

The team won with a brilliant manoeuvre that ended in a magnificent goal.
miscellaneous

(saymis-uh-lay-neeuhg

adjectivemade up of things of several different kinds

The storeroom was packed witlmascellaneous collection of junk.
mispronunciation

(saymis-pruhrnun-seeay-shuhr)

nounthe act of saying a word incorrectly

Her repeated mispronunciation of my name is getting annoying.
myrrh

(saymer)

nouna sticky gum from a plant, used to makeense and perfume

In ancient times, myrrh was very valuable and was used to make incense and perfume.
narcissism

(saynah-suhsiz-uhm)

nounlove of yourself, especially love of your own appearance

His narcissism meant that he could not pass a minitinout gazing at it admiringly.
obdurate

(sayob-juh-ruht)

adjectivevery determined not to change, and to continue doing or thinking something

His obdurate refusal to listen to advice caused many problems.
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paucity

(saypaw-suhtee

nounsmallness ofjuantity

Because of the drought, there was a paucity of food for the animals.
pertinacious

(saypertuh-nay-shuhg

adjectivepersistent, or refusing to give up something you have made up your mind to

do

Some pertinacious bargain hunters will haggleddong time to save a few dollars.
pharyngeal

(sayfa-ruhnjee-uhl or fuh-rin -jee-uhl)

adjectiverelating to the part of the body just behind the mouth and nose

Singers have to be careful not to overwork their pharyngeal muscles.
phlegmatic

(sayfleg-mat-ik)

adjectivecalm and eventiempered

Her phlegmatic approach to the crisis helped everybody else stay calm.
pituitary

(saypuhtyooh-uh-tuh-reg

nouna small gland at the base of the brain, which produces several hormones

The pituitary is a glanavhich controls the secretion of hormones in the body.
plagiarism

(sayplay-juh-riz-uhm)

nounpassing off other people's work as your own

Plagiarism from the internet is a form of cheating which is easy to uncover.
pseudonym

(saysyoohduhnim)

nounaninvented name used instead of your real name, often used by authors

The novelist's real name is Mary Smith but she uses the pseudonym Kathy Celeste

Bouvoir.
rheumatism

(sayrooh-muhtiz-uhm)

nouna disease affecting the joints or muscles

During wintershe suffers from rheumatism in her fingers.
segue

(saysegway)

nounany smooth transition from one topic of discussion to another

The newsreader always manages to find a clever segue to link one story to the next.
sententious

(saysenten-shuh$

adjectivecharacterised by many pithy sayings or maxims

The politician was criticised for her sententious speeethich made her seem

excessively sefighteous.
spontaneity

(sayspontuh-neeuh-teeor spontuh-nay-uh-tee

nounthe quality of beingmpulsive and doing things unexpectedly

Her spontaneity makes her a lot of fun, because we're never sure what she'll do next.
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styrofoam

(saystuy-ruh-fohm)

nouna polystyrene foam, often used for insulation and packing

Mum was so fed up with tlaenount of glasses we had broken that she made us drink

out of styrofoam cups.
subconscious

(saysubkon-shuh$

nounthe part of your mind which is not fully aware

Some people think that dreams are a window to your subconscious.
subterranean

(saysubtuh-ray-neeuhn)

adjectiveunderground

| love my ants' nest it's amazing to see the subterranean passages they make.
surfeit

(sayser-fuht)

nountoo great an amount

We had a surfeit of apples from our tree, so we sold some at the market.
synagogue

(saysin-uh-gog)

nouna Jewish place of worship

Every Saturday, the family went to worship at the synagogue.
synapse

(saysuy-napg

nounthe region of contact between two nerve cells, across which an impulse passes

A synapse is a pathway in whictiormation from one nerve cell flows to another
telekinesis

(saytel-uh-kuh-neesuhsor tel-uh-kuy-nee-suhg

nounthe act of making something move without applying any physical force

Some people claim to have the power of telekinesis and say thethimgsewith

their mind.
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The Arts Level 6

amphitheatre
(sayam-fee-theartuh)
nouna round building with an open area in the centre and rows of seats rising around
it
The amphitheatre at school is mainly used for plays and concerts.
caricature
(sayka-ruh-kuh-choouh
nouna picture of someone which makes fun of their unusual or characteristic features
The caricature of the politician emphasised his bushy eyebrows.
maestro
(saymuy-stroh
nouna master of any art, especially a great or famous musioghoser, teacher, or
conductor
The maestro raised his baton and led the orchestra in a wonderful performance.
Mendelssohn
(saymen-duhksuhrn)
nouna German composer who was born in 1809 and died in 1847
Mendelssohn composed the music for A Midsuniiggdtt's Dream’.
Namatjira
(saynamuh-jear-ruh)
nounan Australian artist who was born in 1902 and died in 1957, noted for his
watercolour landscapes of central Australia
Our class went to see an exhibition of the paintings of Albert Namatjira.
rhythmical
(sayridh -mik-uhl)
adjectiverelating to the beat or pattern of the beat
His excellent rhythmical sense helped him greatly when he started to learn the drums.
sfumato
(saysfoohrmah-toh)
nounthe transition in a work of art of tone or coldtom light to dark by
imperceptible stages
The artist used sfumato to create an image of a sky the gradually faded from light to
dark.
tablature
(saytab-luh-chuh
nouna system of writing music showing positions on the fingerboard of a stringed
instrument, rather than the usual notes on the stave
Many people used tablature to learn how to play a new instrument.
Tchaikovsky
(saychuy-kof-skeg
nouna Russian composer of symphonies, ballets, operas and piano works, who was
born in 1840 and dieish 1893
Tchaikovsky is my favourite Russian composer.
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troubadour
(saytrooh-buhdaw)
nouna singer or songriter, especially in medieval France
The troubadour sang a beautiful ballad about his lost love.
vignette
(sayvin-yet)
nouna decorativalesign or small illustration used on the title page of a book or at the
beginning or end of a chapter
A vignette depicting a spray of wattle appeared at the beginning of each chapter.
wurlitzer
(saywer-lit-suh
nouna type of large electric orgadesigned mainly to be played in a theatre
The wurlitzer has a lot of sound effects which can reproduce the sounds of an
orchestra.
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Food and nutrition Level 6

abalone

(sayab-uh-loh-neg

nouna type of shellfish that can be eaten

Dad makes a deliciouseafood dish with abalone and lots of chilli.
alliaceous

(sayal-eeay-shuh3

adjectivehaving the smell or taste of garlic, onion

| think | put too much garlic in the soupit's far too alliaceous.
cannellini

(saykanuh-lee-nee

nounan ltalianvariety of the white haricot bean, used in salads and soups

| always add cannellini beans to my minestrone because | love them so much.
cappuccino

(saykap-uh-cheenoh)

nouncoffee with frothy milk added, made in a special machine

A cappuccino withbreakfast is popular in Italy.
celeriac

(saysuhle-reeak)

nouna vegetable, similar to celery, with a large bulbous root

Most of my recipes that use celeriac are French and German dishes.
chimichurri

(saychim-eechooh</b-ree)

noun (in Argentine cookery) a sauce made from olil, vinegar, chopped parsley

and seasonings

The chimichurri was a perfect sauce to have with the steakice and spicy!
chipotle

(saychuh-<b>poht-lay)

nouna smoked and dried chilli, used especially in Mexican cookery

| like spicy food but the chipotle was too hot for me!
courgette

(saykaw-zhet)

nouna zucchini

| didn't realise that "courgette' is just another name for the zucchini!
mignonette

(saymin-yuh-net)

nouna small variety of lettuce

He made a deliciousalad of mignonette, asparagus and tomato.
papillote

(saypap-uh-lot)

nouna decoratively curled piece of paper

The chef carefully placed the last papillote on the lamb chops.
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rotisserie
(sayrohttiss-uh-reg
nouna skewer which turns round and roundin oven or over a fire, on which meat
can be cooked
The piece of lamb was roasted on a rotisserie in the backyard.
sauerkraut
(saysow-uh-krowt)
nouna vegetable dish made with cabbage
The recipe for sauerkraut calls for lots of chopped cabbage.
succotash
(saysuk-uh-tash
nouna dish of Native American origin, consisting of green maize and beans
We went to a Thanksgiving lunch and had succotash with our turkey.
tagliatelle
(saytal-yuh-tel-e€
nouna kind of pasta made with egg and shapedlontg, flat pieces
| was supposed to cook the tagliatelle until it was al dente but | left it in for too long.
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Geography Level 6

archipelago
(sayah-kuh-pel-uh-goh)
nouna group of islands in a sea
Indonesia is an archipelago of more than 13,30ands.
Cotopaxi
(saykot-uh-pak-seg
nouna volcano in central Ecuador, in the Andes; the highest known active volcano in
the world
The volcano Cotopaxi has erupted more than fifty times since 1738.
ecotourism
(sayeekoh-toouh-riz-uhm)
nountourismthat takes visitors to places of ecological significance
Ecotourism has become quite a popular industry, now that more people are
concerned about their effect on the environment.
Euphrates
(sayyoohfray -tee?
nouna river flowing from eastern Turkekirough Syria and Iraq
The ancient city of Babylon was built on the river Euphrates.
isthmus
(sayissmuhsor isth-muhg
nouna narrow strip of land, with water on both sides, joining two larger pieces of land
The island was joined to the mainland byisthmus no wider than a road.
Kilimanjaro
(saykil-uhr-muhnjah-roh)
nouna volcanic mountain in northern Tanzania; the highest peak of Africa
The last major eruption of Kilimanjaro has been dated to between 150,000 and
200,000 years ago.
Liechtenstein
(saylik -tuhn-stuyn
nouna principality in central Europe on the Upper Rhine, between Austria and
Switzerland
The Swiss franc is the currency used in Liechtenstein.
Mississippi
(saymis-uh-sip-e€
nouna river which flows from the north of the Unit&dates south to the Gulf of
Mexico
The Mississippi is the principal river of the United States.
Murrumbidgee
(saymu-ruhm-bij -eg
nouna large river in souteastern New South Wales
The Murrumbidgee is the second largest river in New South Wales.
peninsula
(saypuhrnin-shuhkluh or puhtnin-syuhluh)
nouna long piece of land sticking out into the sea
He walked across the narrow peninsula to the western shore.
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Phoenicia
(sayfuh-neeshub)
nounan ancient maritime country on the east coast oVtbditerranean
All of the major cities of the ancient country Phoenicia were built on the coastline of
the Mediterranean.
Riyadh
(sayreeyahd or ree-ad)
nouna city in the Middle East; the capital of Saudi Arabia
Riyadh in Saudi Arabia has the largeditfemale university in the world.
Windhoek
(sayvint-hoohK
nounthe capital of Namibia, in the central part
Windhoek is the capital and largest city of the African republic of Namibia.
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Plants and animals Level 6

ankylosaurus

(sayangkuh-loh-sawruhg

nouna large herbivorous dinosaur with a back covered with thick oval plates

embedded in leathery skin, along with two rows of spikes along its body, large horns

projecting from its head, and a cHike tail

The ankylosaurus was up to 9 metieasy and weighed up to 6 tonnes.
Attenborough

(sayat-uhn-bruh)

nouna British broadcaster and naturalist who was born in 1926

Sir David Attenborough wrote and presented the television series "Life on Earth'.
cephalopod

(saysefuh-luh-pod)

nounone ofa class of molluscs which includes the cuttlefish, squid and octopus

| wouldn't like to be like a cephalopod and have tentacles coming out of my head!
chlorophyll

(sayklo-ruhfil)

nounthe green colouring in leaves and plants, which traps the enesgylajht

Chlorophyll is necessary for photosynthesis to take place.
cymbidium

(saysim-bid-eeuhm)

nouna type of orchid found in Africa, Asia and Australia

The cymbidium has beautiful intricate flowers.
drosophila

(saydruh-sof-uh-luh)

nouna type offruit fly

The drosophila is a type of fly which is widely used in laboratory studies of genetics

and heredity.
edelweiss

(sayay-duhkvuys)

nouna small plant with white woolly leaves and flowers, growing in the European

Alps

Edelweiss grows wild atery high altitudes.
hyacinth

(sayhuy-uh-suhntl)

nouna type of plant which grows from a bulb

The hyacinth is widely grown for its spikes of fragrant,-bbped flowers.
nasturtium

(saynuh-ster-shuhm)

nouna garden plant with red, yellow or oraritgavers and round leaves

The brightly coloured flowers of the nasturtium are sometimes used in salads.
noctarium

(saynok-tair -eeuhm)

nounan enclosure in a zoo, for viewing animals that are active at night

After our eyes adjusted to the darknesthanoctarium, we could see the tiny

marsupials scurrying around in their enclosure.

¢KS b{2 tNBYASNISaniof WallliistfisXoy ybur pefsénal use only. No part of this wordlist covered by copyright
‘7 may be reproduced, copied, shared or made available on the internet, via email,rdraaetj or by any other means without
‘ written permission of the publisher.

Copyright © Macquarie Dictionary Publishers 2018 | www.macquariedictionary.com.au



http://www.macquariedictionary.com.au/

2018 Premier’s Spelling Bee Page 154 of 156
Senior annotated wordlist Complete list

piranha
(saypuhrah-nuh)
nouna small South American fish which swims in schools that attack animals
The piranha is a hazard to animals in many parts of the AmRaaar.
sclerophyll
(sayskle-ruhfil or sklear-ruhfil)
nouna type of plant with tough leaves which help to reduce water loss
Sclerophyll is often found in areas of low rainfall.
secateurs
(saysekuhtuhzor sekuh-terz)
plural noungardening shearfsr clipping and pruning
We pruned the roses with secateurs.
thylacine
(saythuy-luh-seen
nouna wolf-like marsupial of Tasmania, taroloured, with black stripes across the
back, now thought to be extinct
The thylacine is also known as the Tasmatiger.
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Science and Technology Level 6

ammonia
(sayuh-moh-neeuh or uh-mohn-yuh)
nouna strongsmelling gas, often dissolved in water to make a liquid which may be
used for cleaning
We put some ammonia in a bucket of water to clean the bathroom.
Archimedes
(sayah-kuh-meedee}
nouna Greek mathematician, physicist, and inventor, who was born in about 287 BC
and died in 212 BC
Archimedes is famous for many discoveries in mathematics and science.
beryllium
(saybuhril -eeuhm)
nouna steelgrey, hard, metallic element
Beryllium is an element often used in metal springs because it is so hard and light.
chromatography
(saykrohrmuh-tog-ruh-fee)
nouna method of separating mixtures into their parts
When we studied chromatography in science wergawdifferent parts of a mixture
are absorbed by a solid at different rates.
hypotenuse
(sayhuy-pot-uhnyooh2)
nounthe side opposite the right angle in a triangle
Only a rightangled triangle has a hypotenuse.
molybdenum
(saymuhlib-duh-nuhm)
nounasilver-white metallic element
Molybdenum is used in an alloy with iron to make cutting tools.
oscilloscope
(sayuh-sil-uh-skohp
nouna device which shows varying voltage or current flow
The oscilloscope showed a lot of variation in the current flow.
parallelogram
(sayparuh-lel-uh-gram
nouna foursided figure whose opposite sides are parallel to each other
A square is an example of a special type of parallelogram.
phosphorescence
(sayfos-fuh-ressuhng
nounlight emitted from a substanegthout producing any perceptible heat
The phosphorescence on the roof of the cave meant that we didn't have to use our
torches to see.
photosynthesis
(sayfoh-toh-sin-thuh-suhg
nounthe making of carbohydrates by plants from carbon dioxide and wdtez in
presence of light and chlorophyll
The process of photosynthesis in plants is necessary for life.
physicist
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(sayfiz-uh-suhsj
nouna person trained in the science which deals with properties of matter and energy
The physicist was researching teiéect of weightlessness on the operation of
machines in space.
Pythagoras
(saypuy-thag-uh-ruhg
nouna Greek philosopher, mathematician, and religious reformer, who was born in
about 582 BC and died in about 500 BC
Pythagoras made many importanathematical discoveries that are still used today.
surveillance
(saysuhvay-luhng
nouna watch kept over someone, especially someone who is suspected of doing
something wrong
The police have had him under surveillance for several weeks.
tachometer
(saytak-om-uh-tuh)
nounan instrument for measuring the revolutions per minute of a machine
The tachometer in a car shows the speed of the engine, not how fast the car is actually

going.
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